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Berlin. 

WHEN you hear the king of Pruflia 
mentioned in the fouthern parts of.' 
Germany, you think they are fpeaking of an 
angel of death, whofc employment and amufe • 
ment it is to kill the people by hundreds and 
thoufands, to burn cities and villages, and to 
be the firft general of his day. This opinion 
commonly refts upon the fame ground as ano- 
ther, which was very generally received by the 
common people during the laft Silefian war, 
VOL. iiu B of 



2 TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY* 
of the king of Pruffia's having taken up arms 
againft'traaoe an3 Auftria for the extirpation of 
the Roman-catholic religion. Auftria had of- 
ten recourfe to fuch little artifices; flie was wont 
to appeal to the religious and paffionatt feelings 
of the people, whenever her troops were beaten, 
and probably found fome confolation in it, not 
that. only which arifes from exciting compaflion^ 
Ijut the more fubftantial* one of the fupport de- : 
rived from the riches and forces of fome of the 
catholic princes of Germany. Such prejudices 
in the populace are eafily produced» but when 
you read in the writings of fome of the moft 
famous Auftrian ftatefmen and literati that 
the king of Pruffia's whole fyftem is con- 
trived for die pur^ofe of making himfdf terrible 
to his neighbours, of plundering them, and of 
living by robbery, you do not know whether 
to laugh moft ^t; their ignorance, or be mo|t 
aftiamed at their impudence, 
, Out of Germany, tbey look upon the king» 
of Pruffia as a great general, but are not there* 
före^ blind to his other virtues. Our country- 
men, whofe impartiality and jufticc in judging 
of the merits of gre^t men no body can con^?. 
trovert, read his civil ordinances, his hn mofs, 
and the anecdotes of what paffes in his family; 
with a$ iTpiuch pleafur^ as they dp th« account of 
: 2 ._ Jiis 
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liis expeditions. . Even they however, impartial 
as they are, form quice a fa^fe opinipn of the 
Jking, when they confider his miHtary condudt 
gs the greateft of his exertions, and* think his 
principal merit confifts in h^ing the greateft ge- 
neral of his day. ' It is natural erjough for the 
love of fplendid aftions to niaUe us more 
attentive to the buftle which has attended hi^ 
fervices in the field, than to his ftill and bene- 
volent occupations. But we fhould not, there- 
fore afcribe to him ^ love of this buftle, and a • 
delight in the occupations of war, which no 
king upon earth likes lefs than he does«, 

Nourifhed in the arms of the mufes, and 
attentive only to the progrefs of philofophy, 
fcarce had he afcended the throne, when one of 
the moft extraordinary events of this century 
happened, an event which muft naturally call 
his attention very ftrqngly to it. He was one of 
the many princes who had pretenfions to the 
fucceffion of Charles YI- WJhat he claimed 
was fome Marquifates in Silefia. The point wa3 
how efFeftually to fecure thefe rights. Moft 
probably he would have taken the part of Maria 
Therefa, attacked as flie was onall fides, had a 
proper attention been paid to his requifitions, 
but the Auftrian miniftry, ever blinded by its 
own confequence, only anfwered hi$ manifeftoes 
B 2 with 
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With infolcnce and contempt. The confequcncÄ 
was, that after having defeated the imperial 
troops in the field, he made fred with all Silefiäj 
which gave great offence. Then however he 
difcovered the moderation of his nature, for it 
would have been cafy for him, by fupporting 
Charles VII. to have funk a houfe, which was 
the moft dangerous to him in all Europe. But 
his politics did not allow him to commit an in- 
jufticc. 

. It was neither the king of Pruflia's love of 
plunder, nor any thing indeed, except the pride 
of the Auftrian miniftry, and the little know- 
ledge it had of the ftrength of the Pruflian 
dominions, that was the true caufe of the lofs 
of Silefia. The Auftrians defpifed a court 
which had no princes and dukes in its pay> but 
only merchants and Knights ä quaranta Ecus* (or 
minifters and generals. They faw no further 
than the outfide of the court of the prefent 
king's father, who, under the malk of a ridi- 
culous Angularity, had laid the foundation of 
the Pruflian greatnefs ; they laughed at his un- 
powdered hair, his dirty boots, his turnep din- 
ners, and his tall men. People knew not that 
thefe tall men, whom they looked upon only 
as his particular amufement, were under the beft 

*Kaights worth ftfty crowns: 
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of difcipline ; they knew not that his unhetitkd - 
and unbeßringed minifters were the moil enlight- 
ened patriots ; that the moft exa6t ceconomy had. 
made the fmall country of Pruffia richer than the 

, proud and mighty Auftria. In fine,« they knew 
not that Spartan oeconomy, and Spartan fubor- 
dination, which this ridicuious king was making 
the charafteriftic gf the nation, muft get the 
better of indolence, effeminacy, and prpfufioh, 
even though the tribe of gentlemen had not been 
fo numerous in Auftria, as it was. 

This ignorance was the true thing which fomc 
perfons have ^ffeft^d to call the good fortune 
of the prefcnt king of Pruffia. 

The inyafion of Bohemia, which took place 
fome time after the conqueft of Silefia, was 
undertaken in confequence of the moft preffing 
and repeated inftances of the emperor, the head 
of the German empire, of which the king was 
a member^ 

I have conyerfed with an old and refpeftablc 
Dutch officer, who accompanied count Secken- 
dorff, as adjutant, to Berlin, when he went to 
defire the king to help the emperor out of the 
diftrefs which he muft otherwife have funk 
under. The king was for a long time deaf to 
^\ reprefentations and entreaties. As ^punt 
ßecJcendorfF was preffing him one day upon the 

^i 13 |jarade> 
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parade, he fhewed him a regiment which had 
fuffered confide rably in the firfl: Silefian war. 

* Behold/ fays he, ^ what war tofts me 5 this 

* regiment has loft above half its men, and 

* ihall I expofe m^y people to the danger of being 

* fo roughly handled again ? — This is the king 
whom people cry out upon as ä robber iand 
tyrant ! — Seckendorff, who was ä greater ftatef- 
rhan than he was a general, in vain tried all 
his rhetoric to carry his point, nor would any 
thing have induced the king agäiii to become 
the enemy of Auftria, but the being informed in 
what an unmanly manner the Auftrians had be-» 
haved in Bavaria, how they had plundered the 
archives, robbed the nobility, laid wafte the 
country, and carried the peafants into captivity; 
that in fhort, their known pride, their fpirit of 
revenge, and their cruelty, gave caufe to appre- 
hend every thing for the houfe t)f Bavaria. 

The king undertook to free the emperoi^ 
from his diftrefs, without hurting Auftria much, 
and he compaffed it with a moderation, which 
the Ijnprejudicedp'art of the >*orld ftill admires. 
tie obliged prince Charles to give the emperor 
breathing room, by forcing him to haften with 
. his army from the Rhine to Bohemia. When 
he had done this he was quiet, and afking no- 
thing for himfelf, was contented with having . 
^ • • . ^ " done 
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^qne what equity and the fliare he took in the 
emperor's calaniity required of him. It is well 
known what little fhare his love of robbery and 
conqueft had in the breaking out of that war in 
which he eclipfed all that had been don« by an- 
cient or modern heroes. In the very heat of 
this war, in which he himfelf gathered fo many 

. laurels, he wrote a letter to Voltaire, filled with 

. wilhes for philofophical quiet, and full of la- 
mentations on the cruelties of war. Very far 
from being intoxicated with his fame, and un- 

. tainted with any degree of the pride which 

.filled the breaft of that Roman governor, who 
returning from the government of a diftai^t 
province, thought that all Italy mufl: inccflantly 
be filled with the praife of his adminiftratioaj 
he afked Geliert, who fued to him for peace 
in the middle of the theatre of war, whether he 

^.had not heard or feen that there were thr^e 
powers in arms againft him ; and whether he 
thought it depended upon him to make Ger- 
many a prefent of peace ! So free was he fropi 
being elated with the eclat of his wonderful 
arms, and fb far from thinking of higher things 
than how to defend himfelf. 

In this wonderful letter to Voltaire^ he pro- 

> mifes, when he Ihall once be quiet, to cut off 

the moft diftant pretenc^es for war, nor to take 

B4 any 
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any concern in the politics of Europe ; but t^ 
give up all his time to the improvement of 
his own country, amidft the bleffings of peace. 
This promife he has hitherto moft religioufly 
adheried to* You think, perhaps, that he did 
not, in the affair of the divifion of Poland; but 
he took the leaft part poflible in that aflrair* 
The world will be aftonilhed, when the particu- 
lars of this bufinefs come to be known, as 
none has ever been fo mifreprefented and dif- 
torted by political motives. I coUefted at 
Vienna, fome very extraordinary documents 
relative to this matter, which I will communi- 
cate to you when we meet. Thus far is noto- 
rious to all mankind, that in this famous par- 
• tition, the king had not a third of what fell tQ 
Ruffia, nor a quarter of what Auftria had. 
A ftronger proof of the king'^s moderation, and 
of his pacific difpofition, it is impoflible to give* 
PolTibly the divifion would have been a little 
more equal if ever the partes had come to 
fclows. 

In the laft Bavarian war, he ^^gain obferved 
the fame wonderful moderation. The cjiufe of 
his taking up arms was, to reftore the houfe of 
Wittelfbach to its inheritance, and to maintain 
the conftitution of the empire; which, as a 
member of that body, he was bound to proteft. 
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»He afkcd nothing for himfelf, and did not go a 
ftep farther than he was forced to, by the 
ftrongeft ncceffity. No monarch ever went into 
the field with greater magnanimity, and greater 
difintcreftednefs, than the king of Pruffia did 
•on this occafion. — Since the twenty years he has 
given himfelf to philofophy, he has let feveral 
other occafions go by, which would not have 
been miffed by another monarch who had had 
the fame powers of war in hand as he had, and 
the warlike difpofition commonly attributed to 
him, t 

No prince can manifeft more regard for man*, 
kind, than what is Ihewn by the king of Pruflia 
every day. He interefts himfelf as much in the 
welfare of a common farmer, as in the flourilh- 
ing of the greateft houfe of trade in his domini- 
ons. It is his greateft pride, and his greateft 
plcafure, to read in the yearly lifts, that the po- 
ptilation of his country has increafed. He has 
not been feen fo cheerful for many years, as he 
was upon finding, by the lift given in laft year, 
. that the number of the new-born children within 
the year, far furpaffed the number of the dead. 
A king who has this way of thinking, is a war- 
rior only when neceffity compels him to it. 
His Lacedemonian armies only ferve the pur- 
pofe of enabling him. tq cultivate his country 
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In peace^ and to bring his la^^-fiuts with* h^ 
•neighbours to a fpeedy conclufion. They are 
evidently not the end of his government, but 
the means ; and it is only thofe who are con- 
tented with viewing the outfide of things, and do 
»ot look into the fprings of the Pniffian go*- 
vernment, who think them the great objedt. 

Some of the Auftrian writers think the king 
could not keep up his armies, if he did not, at . 
certain periods, take a (hare in the difhn-bances 
«cf his neighbours, and raife out of them a fufß- 
cient revenue for the fervice of fome years ; but 
this is one of thofe affertions which it is impof- 
fible to hear without laughing. 

More than half the army, as I have already 
told you, are foreign troops. They fubfift on 
•the produce of the country, the confump- 
tion of which is immediately connedled with 
the progrefs of agriculture» Their clothes and 
'linen are made of materials which grow in the 
country, fo that they promote induftry both by 
Contributing to the raifing the firffc materials, and 
by the working of them» Their pay likewife is 
»iflued from the treafury, in flich a way as greatly 
to aflift the general circulation. After their 
time of fervice has expired, many hundreds of 
the foreign troops- continue in the country, and 
fo promote the purpofcs of agriculture and 
--* commerce 
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Commerce ; but the greateft part of the natives 
are always upon furlowi and work at home; 
Upon the whole, both induftry arid agriculturfe 
rather gain than lofe by the army. Indeed you 
can call only the foreigners a ftanding amiy; 
for the natives arei in time of peace, as Moore 
has oblerved, ä regular, well-behaved, and 
eafily raifed militia. 

All the military regulations have thcfd two 
ends in view; that of preventing the improve- 
ment of agriculture from fufFering by the num- 
ber of troops ; and that of making them ^tibfer- 
vient to the circulation of money. For thefe 
purpofes the annual reviews always take place at 
the time of year when feweft hands are wanted 
for the purpofes of agriculture, &c. The troops 
are quartered in the feveral province's in the 
exaft proportion of the revenue of thefe {)ro*- 
vinces, fo that no money can go this Way from 
tone province to another. Every,thing is pfe- 
cifely upon a pan Silefia has juft as many- 
troops more as Brandenburgh, as it has mörfe 
'revenue ; and the other provinces in the feme 
proportion. As the army yaifeis near two- 
thirds of the revenue of the ftate, there rertiäiWs 
by this means more gold in the provinces th^ 
Iherc is in any other country in Europe, where 
commonly the g;<üd flo.ws to the middle, and 

the 
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the capital grows rich at the expence of the 
country. Each regiment has a peculiar part of 
the country afligned it for recruitings and in 
this^ or near it^ are commonly its ftanding 
quarters. By this means. the troops ^ are not 
only eafily got together when they are wanted, 
but the father has always his Ton in the neigh- 
bourhood, to help him to improve his land^ and 
at the annual review time, the latter has not far 
to go to join his regiment. It is inconceivable 
how, after this, fuch clamours can be raifed 
againil the king of PrulTia, on account of his 
army,, and how it can be reprcfented as hurtful 
to the country. Thofe of the foldiers who are 
natives, do not fpcnd a longer time with the 
army than their fellows in the Englifh or Swifs 
militia's. Indeed the maritime fervice in one 
of thefe countries, and the cuftom of letting out 
troops for hire, which prevails in the o^cr, tend 
to deprive them of hands to till the foil, whereas 
the Pri^ffian army increafcs the nurpber of culr- 
tivators. 

ThePruflian army conGfts of about i90,ooq 
men, and cofts the king yearly about ao mil- 
lions of florins, or 52 millions of our livrcs*, 
Thefe men are, indeed, difciplined into a ftate of 

mere 

^ About 2i6,666U 
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tncre mechanics, nor can it be denied, that the 
hardfliip of the fate of the common men will 
make one of our modern philofophers (huddcr ; 
and yet, without thefe hardfhips the army would 
not be what it is, fo that the kingmuft be con- 
tent to bear with it as a neceflary evil, in order 
to fecure the tranquillity of the country. What 
would thofe who feel fo much for the Pruffian 
foldiers have faid, if they had feen the troops of 
Alexander, or Caefar, which, in all probability, 
and from all we can gather from hiftory, had 
not a milder fate than the Pruffians ?-^what do 
I fay a milder fate ? Some intelligent men arc 
of opinion, that both the difcipline of Caefar's 
troops, and the labour required of them, was 
greater than thofe the Pruffian foldier is expofed 
to. Be this as it may, there is a diftindion to 
be made between the Prulfian troops. The 
fate pf the native foldiers, is not fo hard as is 
generally thought by a ftranger travelling poftj 
nor are they, as I have already obferved, more 
than a well-regulated militia. 

Another obfervation I have made on thefe 
men is, that they are not by any means fo infen- 
fible and fulky as they have been commonly 
thought to be. On the contrary, I have ob- 
ferved amongft them, a great deal of good- will, 

and 
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and a great deal of affedion both for their king 
and their country. ' As during their furlowi 
they have other occupations befides arms, and 
keep company with other people befides their 
corporals and companions, they are civiller and 
freer in their intercourfe than the foreigners. — 
Thefe laft are enlifted in confequence of a vo- 
luntary contraft, (for it will be unjuft to lay to 
the king's charge the decoys of profeflcd en- 
lifters) the conditions of which are exaftly ad- 
hered to. 

No fovereign pays more pundtually or more 
fparingly than the king of Pruflia j nor is any 
man obliged to ferve beyond the time for which 
J»e^ is enlifted, as has been falfely pretended. 
It is true, indeed, that the officers employ all 
their powers of perfuafion to retain a good fol- 
dier; but a ftifF and ftubborn denial puts aa 
end to their entreaties. 

The neceflaries of life are dealt out very 
fparingly to thefe people, and you may read, 
upon many of their meagre faces, the extremes 
of poverty, added to the extreme of labour. 
But the failors, who ferve other fl:ates in time of 
peace for the purpofes of trade, have hardly a 
milder fate ; nor is it lefs ridiculous to reproach 
the king of Pruflia, on account of the hardftiips 
to which his foldiers are expofed> than it would 

be 
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fee to compel thefe' nations to relinquilh their 
navy on account of the lols of n^/en they arc 
fobjeft to by ftorms, fait provifions, change, of 
climate, fcurvy, and the other accidents of a 
fea-faring life. "Without frugality and labour,^ 
the king of Pruffia's foldiers could not be fu- 
perior to thofe of other powers j l^ut as he iar 
furrounded by enterprizing and jealous neigh- 
bours, he muß endeavour to procure himJelf, by 
art, what others enjoy in confequence of their 
natural ftrength. The fufFerings of a fmall 
number is no evil, but a good, when the ftatc 
cannot be benefitted without it, and thofe who 
blame this extraordinary difcipline, muft alfo 
with Mr. Linguet, find fault with agriculture, 
as it falls nearly as hard on^ the greateft part 
of the fubjefts of every European ftate, as the 
military fervice does on the Pruflian foldier. 

The hardfhips too of the fttuation, have 
been much exaggerated by travellers.- — Even 
blows, about which lb much has been faid, arc 
only ufed when the man ihews incorrigible ftu- 
pidity, awkwardnefs, negligence, or wickednefs. 
In no armies whatever are recruits treated with 
more gentlenefs than they are in Pruflian. Their 
corporals teach them the exercife, and how to 
march with all pofliblecare and attention 5 nor do 
they grudge to repeat the way of doing the thing 
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a thoufand times, when the man's fcuU is hard of 
penetration. But when once he undef-ftands 
the thing, his teacher takes the ftick, and tells 
him, that this for the future will be his teacher, 
if he docs not do what he is now able to do. . 

In the courfe of my travels, I have often had, 
occafion to make a very interefting obfervation. 
In all the countries belonging to bifliops, and 
in many of the free ftates, I met with foldiers 
who had ferved the king of Pruflia, and who 
had moft of them deferted from him. As 
you know that it is my way to be more obfer-* 
vant of men of the lower orders of fociety, than 
of thofe who have ftars and firings; I talked 
with about twenty of thefe deferters, and did 
not meet with one amongft them who did not 
wifh himfclf back again with the king of Pruf- 
lia. I have fometimes purpofely contradided 
theni, and have endeavoured to Ihew them 
what far more pleafant days they enjoyed under 
their bifhop or magiftrate, and how impoflible 
I thought it, f|rom all the accounts I had of the 
Pruflian army, that they fhould be difpleafed 
with their change of fituation. This did not 
fatisfy them. They all fpoke of the king's 
great achievements with a degree of enthufiafm> 
which often ftruck me not a little, and the con- 
clufionofwhat they faid was always this: ^ It 

«is 
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* is very true that foldiers arc rather roughly 
^ treated by the king of PrulTia, but the pay 
.' comes regularly the day it is due^ and there is 
5 no inftance of any man having ever been 

* ftarved to death by him," When a man docs 
his duty, the officer's eye is upon him, and every 
one knows in what rank he may clafs himfelf ; 
in other places men are only half foldiers, and 
derive no credit from it. Notwithftanding 
they have the utmoft liberty under thefe petty 
princes, and are oftener in the ale-houfe than 
under arms whilft they continue with them, 
many of them, who are young enough, defert 
back again to the king of Pruflia. It is remark- 
able enough, too, that in all thefe places they 
confider themfelves as a kind of veterans. In 
one of the epifcopal refidencies, I heard an offi- 
cer fwear at a foldier. The fellow anfwered 
him with a degree of cold pride not to be de- 
fcribed, ^ Sir officer, I have fervcd the king of 
' Pruffia.* And the officer was filent. 

The frequent defertions, are the capital objec- 
tions which men make to the Pruffian military 
cftablifliment. It is very true, that upon march- 
ing into an enemy's country, a twelfth or fifteenth 
of the king's army leaves him ; but they come 
back with intereft after a fortunate adtion, 
and though, after unfortunate a£Uans> fo tti^y 
voL.'Jii. C of 
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^( the fovdga troops defert^ äis own fiibjedl 
de&rt lefs diqin' anjr f(ddicrs tipon;e9rtlu ' 

i A new igftancc of tbe kiag'» «ifdom aQ(t 
goodnacft iq not being willing tt> expofe thft 
country to «nydiftrefs^ is fiiewn in his willing^ 
Sefs rather to bear with thefe incoaveniencies', 
than have marc of hi$ fubje£b under armu 
After tke battle of C<4Ufi> half die arcnf de- 
idrted I and at KofbKh hia army wae made up 
tJmoft entirrfy of hk -own iroopi j but mark-^ 
Jiie be« our 4rmiei3 and the armies of the em- 
fivcs and $he laft ferved him to compleat his 
^gimcnts which had fuiFiered^ . Thus it alwa^ya 
goes. The German$ who inhabit near the 
ühine^ Maine, and countries about the upper 
|)&rts of the Danube> always join liie vi6torioua 
•army* When the emperor is fortiHjati, they 
leave tbe king for him f and when the chancea 
turn, they twn with them. In the mean tinac 
'.they muft of courfe always, ftand one aftion in 
the place where they are« 

With regard to the interior government, and 
taftics of the Pruffian army, all I can tell yoti 
.about them is> that no foreigners know any 
thing of the matten Mr. Guihert, the cele- 
:bratcd French writer on th© fubjedl, is looked 
upon here aa the ropft miferable driveller in the 
•whole world.; and they pointed out fcveral 
- 4 . things 
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ikk^ to iaäe> which ht had taurtlj tnifiaken. 
I wiö ^tc yott only one fpecknen, which I 
hzppen t» necolloft. ' He fays that die cylin- 
4dcal t-ausiner of che Pniffians, deprefies the 
gan too^ much when they prefent. This is not 
«nly fftUe in faft, but Mr. Guibert overlooked 
iomed^iog here, which du^ Pruffians cohfider a& 
a nemarl^able advantage. They always loiver 
the gun a little when they {»"efent^ becaufethey 
hate obferved that it is ^i^wfs raiftd a little by 
tiieo&ttariiilKakifig of theföldier^ cfpepially when 
he fees himfelf within the enemies fire. They 
f;^ we loft I know ftot what battle in Flan*' 
ders, by our men always firing too high^ 
whereas tbe Englifii took fach care to n^akfi^ 
their people fire lower, that fomc of tho 
officers even lowered the guns of the foldiers 
with their arms and flicks. 
* In my opinion, the fame thing is to be ob- 
fepveä in this, as ia every oth«r part of the 
Pruffian government* It is not fo miich the 
myftery which obtains, as the fimpiicity of 
Äings, which people overlook, and judge 
fdfdy about. They feek for artifice where 
there really is none, and fet up myftery becaijfe 
' things ore too near their nofes to be feen.» 
1, was aflured, by feveral officers, that ia 
marches (which they confider as one of the moft 
c 2 important 
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important parts of the art of war, though they 
do not make a whole regiment ftand for fomd 
minutes on one leg, in order to teach them 
jjow to preferve the equilibrium of the body,) 
there are certain little things, which peo- 
|lle do not obferve, on which the whole de- 
pends. The king fuffcrs no perfon to be prefent; 
at the grand manauvres^ without particular 
permiffion; but this is probably done more 
to prevent the troops being difturbed by a 
fwarm of fpeftators, than to make a myftery of 
any thing. It requires indeed a very nice and 
wcU-accuftomed ^ye, as well as a very favour- 
able fuuation in the field, to fee and underftand 
a Pruffian manosuvre ; fo that amongft twenty 
profe'ffional men, who are fpeftators, there 
ihall hardly be one that can compafs it. This 
is the true caufe why the Pruffian officers 
themfelves can give fo little account of their 
own art. Every man has too much to do 
upon his own fpot, to be able to attend to what 
is paffing round him. 

As wonderful as the Pruffian infantry is, it is 
ftill infinitely furpaffed by the cavalry, accord- 
ing to the tcftimony of all the officers I have fpo- 
ken with. Even Englifh travellers, who are not 
apt to give any favourable accounts of what 

they 
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they meet with in other countries^ aqd who are 
fo proud of their own cavalry^ confefs that this 
part of the Pruflian army goes beyond all that 
can.be conceived of it* The king himfelf fays 
of them, that they always ftand to advantage 
between him and the enemy he expeds. 
He fpends immenfe fums upon them, and. 
fends for horfes as far as Tartary. The 
Pruflian officers, though not given to boafting, 
aflert, that in all the hiftory of the art of war,, 
there is not an inftancc of the cavalry's ever 
having been brought to the point of pcrfeftioa 
it is now brought to in Pruflia. They ride al-- 
ways full gallop ; but their evolutions are 
as exadt as any of thofe of the infentry. 

They look upon the attack of the cavalry as 
not to be flood by the infantry-. The king's 
cavalry is above 80,000 ftrong, and he every 
year ufes 5000 frefh horfes. The emperor 
takes all pofllble pains to rival the king in this 
refpcd ; but he is flill at a great diflance from 
him, though his cavalry is beyond comparifoiv 
the befl in Europe, after the Pruffian. 

A great advantage pofTefTed by the Pruflian 
army is the uniform difcipline that obtains all 
through. There arc particular maflers of exer- 
cife for every divifion of the army. Thefe 
ihe colonels themfelves muft not control, when 
c 3 they 
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they arc cxcrcifing th^ir rcgimefifs, fbeugft' 
they arc often only majors. This occafions att- 
attention to a great number of Kttle things, 
\^hich in other armies, particularly our own, 
depend only on the will of the colonel, and arc 
therefore often ncglcäred. By this means th6 
whole muft harmonize better, for when rules 
arc the fame, the alacrity or negligence of the 
colonels or majors in the execution, make a 
wonderful difference in regiments. 

Another caufe, which, in my opinion, greatly 
Contributes to the cxceUence of the army, is 
the high birth' of the officers. They are moft 
of them of the firft nobility of the country, 
and you hardly meet with one foreigner 
in twenty. They muft all have been educated 
4t the cadet's fchool, and have ferved as cadets : 
1 have fome very refpeftable acquaintance 
kmongft them. They are in every refpeft 
Well-educated people, and upon the whole 
Very fenfiblc men. The fmali pay of the 
fobaltems obliges them to be oeconomical, 
which is of great" advantage to the fervice; 
They have all a martial appearance, and that 
alacrity in every thing, which befpeaks mefi 
always ready to cut a knot with their fwordsi 
I believe that the prulfian army has an advan- 
tage 
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tage over the Auftrian, from the Pruflian nobi- 
lity not being fo powerful as the Auftrian. 
You cannot cxpcft fronnr coants-anci princes 
with large incomes, that exaft fubordination and 
Andpficity, which is the foul of the Pruffian army, 
Our cxperienccdl officers tnafce a great dutciy 
about the irregularities in .fervice^ which arc 
perpetually arifing froriri the intrigues of priv»c]i 
famSies j and it is well* known that the En^ifk 
army is as ill circumftanced in this rcfpcÄ, ' j 

The Auftriins ar^ by nature a far ftoufcer race 
i>f foldiers than (be Pruflians, but thk doe| 
}u>t ayail them ; for, affiep all that Hds been faid 
ef the advantage of art over uncultivated na«- 
türe, iio ftronger inftaftce can be fliewn of itj 
than bringing up a miferable artificial rbeing, 
with all his art about him, to face a naturad 
man, who is without it. The natural marii 
Who, were they both unarmed, would be able 
to tear to pieces a dozen fuch creature^, lies 
ftretched out at the feet of the wretched man 
of art-^ as loon as the latter gives fire, ? 

The fame truth holdi» good with regard 
to armies that are more or lefs difciplined, nek 
Are the natural qualities of the foldier ablfe 
to ftand againft thofe which are acquired by art. 
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LETTER LII. 

WHEN We read in Lioguet's Annals 
that the king of Pruflla bad more 
foldiers than peafants> during the laft Silefiaji 
war» we are naturally apt to take it for a hon 
mot I but I am apt to think it rank ignorance/ 
The man who could advife the European 
powers to help the houfe of Auftria to a part 
of Germany» in order to enable it to oppofe 
the Turk on all fides, is very capable of mak- 
ing fuch a blunder. He eftimated the Pruffian 
territories by the map, where, on account of 
their broken appearancej they make but a forry 
figure, and lb naturally fell into the opinion of 
its being impoflible for more than 200^000 men 
to inhabit fo narrow a flip of land. 

What confirms nne in this opinion, is the 
ignorance people are in with regard to th^ 
rcjj ftrcngth of PruQl^, which yet they ought 
to be better acquainted with» partly by the infor- 
mation of their eyes, and partly from German 
documents, which are open to eyery man. 

Mr. Pilati, one of the few foreigners who 
underftand German, and derive their knowledge 

from 
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from the fountain head^ relates, that the king 
of Pruffia had not more than 120,000 men, 
when he made his firft conqueft. 

When the king came to the crown, bis own 
tefritories contained at leaft 2,100,000 inhabi- 
tants 5 Brandenburg had 600,000 ; Pruffia 
60,000 ; Pomerania 300,000 j Magdeburg and 
Halberftadt 300,000 ; and his own Weftpha- 
Jiat) dominions at leaft 400,000. His income 
confifted of at leaft 12 millions of florins, 
and he had inherited a wonderful trtafiire of 
ready money from his father. 

It is likcwife a very generally received pre- 
judice, that Pruffia is not ftrohg enough to 
maintain itfclf hereafter in the ftate of 
fplendour to which the prefent king has 
raifed it. It is very true, that with regard to 
interior ftrength, there are but few of the 
European powers which do not furpafs the 
Pruffian ; but, as long as the fyftem of govern- 
ment &all laft which has been eftablifhed by 
the king, it will always be able to meafurc 
fwords with any power in Europe. In faft, the 
true ftrength of a ftate does not confift fo much 
in the quantity of its pofitive force, as in the 
ufemadeof it; but there is no power in Europe 
who is able to ftretch every nerve and every 
fibre, aii the Pruffian certainly can. Be- 

fides 
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fides this, if population continues to encreaft 
its k has cjone during the tinie of the prefcnt 
adminiftration, the pofitive force itfelf will cn^ 
crcttfe fafter than that of any other countly. 

The Prufflan dominions, of which no pcrfori 
can have an idea in the map, contain 3656 
German fquare miles, which iis as much as the 
kingdoms of Naples, Sicily, and Portugal,' put 
together. The population is about 6 millions^ 
The kingdoms of Sweden, Denmark, and 
Portugal, put together, do not contain fo many 
inhabitants J nor does England alone con'* 
tain as many. As the Pruffian popirfation does 
not yet bear any proportion to the fize of the 
country, and as that is not yet all cultivated, 
the Pruffian population is fqfccptible of a great 
encreafe. With regard to goodnefs of territory^ . 
the country in general may be counted amongft 
the middling fort. The foil of Brandenburgh 
indeed, is remarkably bad ; but that of Mag* 
deburg, Halberftadt, Cleves, the marquifate of 
La Mark, and fome parts of Silefia, Pomerahia, 
and Pruffia, are as remarkably good. When, 
in procefs of time, they have acquired the 
degree of culture of which they are capable; 
they will be able to fupport eight millions of 
perfons, Befides thefe, this court has muchto 
cxpcft from an acccffion of the marquifate o^ 
• Anfpach 
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Aiii^ack and Bftr^^th ; antd it is ten to ooe that 
it will come in for a (hare, when the courts 
of Vienna and Pcterfturgh fliall execute the 
plan againft the Porte, which they have beea 
engaged in ever fince the emperor's journey to* 
Peterfburgh. 

" This plan has been fpoken oThere for fomc 
time with a great degree of confidence, and 
as it is impoflible that whenever it takes place^- 
this court Ihould fit idle, I will lay before. 
you the political opinions of thofe pcrfons who 
deferve the moft credit. They fay the two 
imperial courts hardly need the third part of 
their troops to be a match for the Turk. The 
king's Ikuation is therefore critical, for he is 
fdaced between two courts, each of which 
equals him in ftrength, even after they have 
fent out one hundred and eighty, or two hundred 
Choufand men againft the eaftern enemy.— -This 
is true ; but if the king choofes to oppofe theif 
meafures, France, who is more intereftcd in this 
affair than the Pruflian court, on account of 
her Levant trade, which is an objeft of eight 
millions a-year, muft naturally fcek for a con- 
fieftion with him. France, however, has had the 
folly, at a time when the weft and north were 
occupied by the two moft fohnidable powers 
that hiftory knows of, to v/i^fte Joer power at 

fea) 
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fea ; and the two imperial courts fuffered her t0 
^nd herfelf in the American war^ in which (he 
had no manner of concern, till Ihe was intirely ex- 
haufted. By this means fhc has loaded herfelf 
with debt, and will not be able to maintain the 
balance in the Eaft. By the bye, brother, it is 
very humbling to a Frenchman to obferve how 
they fpeak of the power of France in this 
country* They afFed to think our armies 
might make a tolerable ftand againft Dutch, 
Piedmontefe, or fuch troops, or at moft againft 
the army of the ftates of the empire ; but that 
they would make no rcfiftance at all if oppofed 
to the Ruffian or Auftrian armies« But to re- 
turn-— The king of Pruffia, whofe age and love 
of philofophical quiet incline him to peaceful 
councils, would let himfelf be perfuaded to 
peace by a flice of Poland. Something he 
iTiuft have — for (hould it plcafe him to put his 
old weather-^beaten head out, he would find 
many methods, by his great treafure, of procu- 
ring fuch affiftancc from Sweden, Denmark, and 
other German courts, as would enable him to 
make head againft both the imperial courts j 
cfpecially if France was to do for the Porte, 
what its Beets enable it to do, or was to force 
the empcrof to make a diverfion in the Nether- 
lands and in Italy, where fixe might be affifted 

by 
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by the kings of Naples and Sardinia. Difficult 
as it may he, to make fb powerful a head^ and 
unlikely that all circumftances fhould concur^ we 
may venture to fay that it is ten to one the 
courts of Vienna and Peterfburgh will rather 
choofe to make the king quiet in his own way^ 
than drive him to the utmoft. Only fhew him 
that it is worth his while, and probably he will 
contribute his (hare in driving the Turks out, or 
at leaft guarantee the imperial courts againft the 
attempts which may be made by any other 
powers of Chriftendom, to impede their ope- 
rations. 

If the courts of Peteriburgh and Vienna ftiall, 
as they have the power, proceed to the execu- 
tion of this plan; the lofs of our profitable 
trade to the Levant, muft be the inevitable con* 
fequence of the ruinous American war, the end 
of which we cannot yet fee, and which we can- 
not get as much by as we are fure to lofe by 
this means. Our wine trade to the north muft 
likewife fuffer from this caufe, as the Poles 
have been long at work on a canal, which, by 
means of the many rivers which pafs through 
their country, is to unite the Atlantic and 
Black Seas, and to bring wine for the fupply 
of all the north, from the provinces which 
now conftitutc Turkey in Europe. Not to fay 

that 
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Chat EtüTope -will daVe two powers mart 8t fea^ 
^vfckrh wiU be höftüeto U6 oa the Mediterrancam 
Allchis gives ftö goodi^esfop co bkme the fleets 
tmilt at the expetice of our land fivces« Wc 
have only one hope left, which is, rfiat Ruffia 
and Atillria cannot long continue (rieads» wheit 
they are fo near one another. 

The Proffian monarchy has alfe great inaprovc^ 
tnents of another kind toexpeft* If it wa« 
once compaft and ciofe togcAcr, it would be 
a confidcrablc deal ftronger than it now is. They 
t)ften talk of a« exchange of the Pruflian terri-* 
Tories in Weftphalia, and the duchies of Bi- 
Jreith and Anlpach for Mecklenbut^, Anhalt 
and Lauffits. This wou!d be very advantage- 
ous for the king, but it is extremely difficult to 
bring about. 

The king*s income is about thirty-four mil- 
lions of Saxon florins, or eighty-nine million« 
of livres*. His civil lift is incredibly and un- 
commonly fmali. His firft minifters appoint- 
ments are 15,000 florins. I know fome privy 
counfellors in Vienna who have more. The 
ftate of his ambafladors, at the greateft courts, 
does not amount to more than 15,000 florins. 
The puHic of Vienna laughed at the Baron 
Riedefclj the editor of the Journey to Greece; 

• • ' • • • ^ for 

«... 

* About 370,833!. 
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fer not having from thirty to forty thoofanii 
florins, Uke the imperial minifterj but he knew 
▼cry well, diat the qualities of a good minifter 
are not to be found in his pocket. Accord- 
ingly a long time did not pafs before he gave 
the ton in the bcft focieties, and his jealoufy 
for the honour of his matter, made feveral of 
iJie emperor's miniftcrs afliamed, who were 
much better paid than he was. 

Silefia is the province of moft confequence 
after the kingdom of Pruflia. It is only half as 
big as this, but has nearly the feme number of 
inhabitants, and yields very near as much. 
The Silefia linens are famous all over the 
"World ; and the king has juft opened a trade 
with Spain for them, which was formerly in the 
hands of the Hamburghers. They have like- 
wife a large trade for handkerchiefs. The Sile- 
fian forefts alfo afford a great deal of wood 
for fhip-building. The Ville de Paris, which 
was taken the 12 th of April of this year, wai 
intirely built of Silefian wood. 

Having made feveral excurfions into difFerent 
•parts of thePruflian dominions, I have obferved 
'that there is no where fo much poverty as in 
the two towns of Berlin and Potfdam. This 
-probably it is, which has contributed to 
'ik4ng the country iato difcredit with foreigners*. 
- • The 
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The high price of the necefTaries of life in 
thcfe two cities^ the great number of idle pco- 
ple> the fmali pay of many civil and military 
fervants> the pinching way in which many of 
the fmallcr nobility, who muft have their 
fcrvants (and often their debts) live, and the 
great luxury of drefs, may be the caufes of this. 
Upon the whole, the country appears to me, 
though not rich, yet in a ftate fufficiently 
prolperous* The equal diftribution of the coin 
amongft many people, makes the fum not fo 
ftriking as it is in other places, in which a 
nobleman covers the poverty of a hundred of 
his poor countrymen by his diffipation. This 
is not the cafe here ; there are no perfons in the 
Pruflian dominions, fome of the large feudal 
nobles in Silefia only excepted, who poffefs 
above thirty thoufand guilders income in landed 
cftates. Indeed you cannot find more than 
three houfcs which have twenty thoufand florins; 
but ftill the inhabitants are upon the whole as 
remote from extreme poverty as from exceflivc 
riches, and you meet with as few^beggars here 
as in any other country in Europe. There is 
no ground for the aflertion of fome travellers, 
that manufaftures do not thrive in this country, 
for I did not fee one city, though ever fo fmall, 
in which there were not fome flourifhing manu- 

faftures. 
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fa£bir?s. It has indeed been objefted to the 
king, that his fyftem of finance has ruined the 
fair of Francfort on the Oder -, but the trade 
carried on there was a kind of Jewifh bufinefs, 
which might perhaps be profitable to the mer- 
chants of the place, hut was rather hurtful than 
ufeful to the reft of the country. The fame 
objeöion, upon the fame narrow grounds, is 
made to the emperor, with regard to the fair of 
Biflen, in the Tyrol. 

With regard to the fciences, and litera- 
ture of all kinds, Berlin is, without a doubt, one 
of the firft cities in the world. It is obliged to 
the king for this pre-eminence. His father 
was as orthodox and ftifF as the late emprefs of 
Germany -, and the Mufes, who without liberty 
do not live at their cafe, fled from him of 
courfe. This filly prince baniflied the cele- 
brated Wolfe, who certainly was no infidel ; but 
the king had no liberal ideas ; he confidered 
every ftudy, except thofe of divinity and 
finance, as nonfenfe and delufionsof the devil, 
and his Treafurer, was a greater man in his 
eyes, than Wolfe, Leibnitz, or Newton. The 
prefent king, who is a true friend of the arts 
and fciences, has eftabliflied a freedom of think- 
ing in his country, which is not to be met with. 

VOL. III. D ar^y 
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any where out of England. Neither orthodoxy 
nor politics reftrain philofophy in this country; 
but whilft every profeflbr at Vienna is teach- 
ing that land and people are the private pro- 
perty of the nwnarch, they publifh here, 
without the lead fear of danger, that the king 
•isnothing more than a fiadt-hoUeVy or the firft 
amongft his fellows. As to religion, the Jews 
openly declare that the Meffiah is not yet come ; 
the catholics, that they eat him every day, 
and that the pope is the head of all princes; 
the protcftants, that the pope is the wild-bead 
in the Apocalypfe, and the whore of Babylon ; 
the. Greeks, that there is no Trinity; the 
Turks, that Mahomet was a greater prophet 
than either jefus or Mofes j and the whole race 
of infidels, that there never has been any pr*o- 
phet at all. All thefe things are confidcred as» 
bare fpeculations of the clofet by the police 5 
and any prieft, rabbi, or cadi, defiring to 
make an auto-de-fe^ would be the firft to oc- 
cupy a place on his own faggots. 

The king has an academy, which is mt 
Compofed of the beft'wits to be met with here. 
There are^ however, fbme men of true merit 
amongft this generally very indifferent fet. But 
f*rederick, as has beenobferved by feveral of his 
enemies, has a prejudice in favour of foreigners, 

and 
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and had rather take one of our ßurnalißs^to 
fill up his academy^ than any of the German 
literaci. Mr. Pilati has obfcrved that fcveral of 
the German men of letters would make a better 
figure in this academy^ than molt of the foreign« 
ers who are in it. The king does not thiink fo ; 
but then it muft be cohfefied that he has given- 
the Germans full revenge on this fubjeft, by the 
publication of his effay fur la Literature Alle-- 
iWÄÄüfe,. which makes it very evident that he 
knows nothing at all either of their literature or 
their language. The reafon of this is alfb ob- 
vious. When he began his courfe, German 
literature was ftill in its infancy, and there pre- 
vailed at Berlin efpecially, a barbarity which 
muft have vexed him forely. His tafte was 
confcquently formed on the French and Italian 
models j and the company he kept in his hours 
of recreation, eonfifted only of perlbns of thefe 
nations. In procefs of time, light advanced in 
Germany, but he did not perceive the blaze 
it made in its progrefs. He himfclf wrote 
and fpoke only in French ; and the j^fts of the 
foreign wits who furrounded him, and knew no 
German, increafed his prejudices, both againft a 
language which he could neither fpcak nor 
write, and againft a nation which he knew only 
by its dark melancholy humours, and ftifi^ cut of 

D 2 the 
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the clothes for which the inhabitants of Ber- 
lin were remarkable in his father's time, and 
which they have not yet intirely thrown off. 
When the fame of German literature increafed, 
and inconteftible proofs of its eminence were 
offered to be laid before him, it was im- 
poffible for him to enter mto the beauties of a 
language which he had always treated as. bar- 
barous, and of which he could only write and 
Ipeak the moft mifcrable jargon. In order to. 
difcover the beauties in any tongue, whatever, 
it is neceffary to be acquainted with its peculiar 
idiom; for it is in this cafe as it is with an ador 
who fucceeds one that had been the favourite of 
the public. The new adormay poffefs all that 
art and nature can beftow upon him, ftill he 
will not do enough for general expeÄation on 
his firft appearance j the fpeftators muft have 
tin)e to grow familiar with his peculiar pronun- 
ciation, his carriage, and a number of trifling 
circumftances, which only hurt him from the 
comparifon with his predeceffor, in whom many 
things of the fame kind did not make unfa- 
vourable impreffions, on account of the habit 
which people were under of feeing them. The 
king, who never had time enough to fpare from 
the cares of his ftäte, to make himfelf thorough 
mailer of the beauties of the language, and to 

wear 
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•wear away the prejudice he had formed againft 
it, was rather confirmed in his prejudices than 
fliakcn in them, by the proofs that were laid be- 
fore him, of the contrary opinion. It is poflible 
too that his inftruftors might not be happy in the 
choice of the works they took to convince him. 
After all, if we confider that ever fince his ac- 
ceffion to the throne he has only ufed literature 
for a recreation and amufement, we fhall not be 
very angry with him for his averfion to Ger- 
man literati. The ton of the polite world is 
feldom found united to their learning, and their 
wits are moftly ftunted by the feverer ftudies 
of their refpeftive profcflions. Whilft in other 
nations the literati often facrifice their under- 
ftanding to their genius, thefe always offer up 
the former at the Ihrine of the latter. Hunger 
and want of knowledge of the world render them 
bporifh and untraftable in focial life, though at 
the fame time they form the imaginary worlds 
of which they write, after quite a different fyftem 
from what they praftice, and know bow to give 
their writings apolifh which they want themfelves* 
The profeflional countenances of the Dutch 
literati, and the ftudies of the beaux efprits^ which 
came totheking^s notice, could riot recommend 
German literature much to him ; doubtlefs 
the genius of the nation contributed fomething 
p 3 ta 
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to the preference he gave the French and Italians. 
The German genius is dull, and though many 
of their pieces do not abfolutely ßink of the 
lanip, yet you mayeafily obferve that they have 
come with difficulty from the authors. In con- 
fequence of this, they feldom recommend them- 
felves as fine writers, even when they arc nwft 
entertaining; for they have not the livelinefs 
which enables the French and Italians to mark 
the remarkable parts of a thing in a minute, 
and to give a neatnefs to obfervations often 
paltry enough in themfclves. Religion is alfo in 
fomc mcafurethe caufe of this. The proteftants 
are accuiftomed to give too great a preference to 
the ufeful over the agreeable, and as the catho- 
lics, whofe religion gives the fineft fcope to the 
powers of wit and imagination, are in Germany, 
all plunf;ed in the deepeft barbarity, it is not to 
be wondered at that the king choofes, for his 
hours of recreation, Italian abbes rather than 
. German pallors, who are often much fuperior to 
them in real knowledge, but who have the air 
of their cathedrals, and are apt to fall into 
the preaching tone, with which it is impoffible 
that the king fhould be pleafed. The fame 
thing obtains with refpeft to the writers of 
German politics and hiftory. In point of truth, 

and 
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and the knowledge of bare fadts, they far fur- 
pafs the hiftorians and politicians of all other 
countries, but they do not know how to make 
their heroes fpeak, nor how to give them a 
beautiful drefs,. It is certainly better to be true 
and dry, than falfe and witty ; but truth alfo 
allows itfelf to be joined with wit, which 
makes it flip down more glibly. The com- 
plaints which the king makes on this head, in 
his effay againft his countrymen. Jut la Litera-- 
ture Mlemande^ are certainly well grounded; but 
his remarks on the fchools, as well as his proofs 
of the want of genius of feveral Dutch writers, 
are certainly not well chofen. The ßooting of 
darts as thUk as the arm, and tbi ring on the 
finger of Time, have been univerfally exploded 
in Germany for the laft twenty years. As 
to the fchools, in no country in Europe are 
they fo flourifliing as in the king^s own domini«». 
ons. The Germans proceed intirelyby rule, and 
even in things in which they are not calculated to 
improve themfelves^-they are able to give the 
befl: dijreftions to others. No nation furpafles 
them in eftimating the produftions of genius. 
They have given the beft rules how a hiftory 
is to be written i which, however, like all the 
rules in the univerfe, have not yet produced a 
D 4 • finglc 
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fingle genius. In the mean time, rules and 
criticifm of authors, is all that hitherto goes for- 
ward in the fchools. 

Nothing fo much prevents the progrefs of 
German genius, as the indifference of the princes 
of Germany to German literature ; but on this ac- 
count, in my opinion, they deferve no reproach ; 
for if they go on as they have begun for fome 
time, to encourage agriculture, to make the arts 
alive, to improve legiflation and manners, and 
to pay their debts -, thefe manly, thefe impe- 
rial purfuits, will, as the king well obferves in 
his Effay on German Literature, contribute more 
to the happinefs and glory of the nation, than 
if their poets and hiftorians eclipfedall thofe of 
old and modern times. This, however, is my 
own private opinion. But when one of the firft 
princes of Germany reproaches his countrymen, 
as the king of Pruffia has done, for not having 
produced a Virgil, a Horace, a TuUy, a 
Corneille, aMolierc, a Voltaire, and a Taflb, 
one would think that they ought to con- 
. tribute to the progrefs of tafte and lan- 
guage, and to the developement of genius ; 
whereas I met with no court in Germany, in 
which a foreign dialed did not prevail. In all 
places but Saxony, the immediate followers of 
th? court generally fpoke their mother-tongue 

wretchedly^ 
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wretchedly, nor was their French and Italian 
jargon lefs miierable. No man can make his 
way at cither of thefe courts without the French 
language. In mod it is accounted vul- 
gar and unbecoming to fpeak your own Ian- 
guage ; and yet the court is the only place where 
language can acquire the rounding, and the 
lightnefs which is, to diftinguilh it from die 
brogue of Barbarians. 

- In France and Italy the court contributes 
moft to the polilh of the language; , for ^ is nor 
the writer who makes the language, bht words 
and expreflions muft have acquired the right oi 
denizenfliip in good company, before any author 
. can ufe them without offence. The jealoufy of 
fpeaking their own language well and with 
tafte, is an objed of the fame pride and plea- 
fure to the great folks, (who always affume the 
tone of the court) as, the being diftinguifhed ia 
their drefs, their hair, and their demeanour. 
Even in Greece and Rome, good company, and 
the bufinefs of the ftate, contributed much more 
to the forming their languages than the writers, 
who did not appear till after thofe nations had 
already acquired a very confiderable degree of 
poliih. But upon what models are the German 
writers to form themfelves ? -On the pulpit ? 
f eiy people in high life pay any attention to 

what 



4t TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANT. 

what pafies there. On the courts of juftice ? Bjr 
the nonfenfical law jargon^ and the cold and te* 
dious form of fuits ? No, no, this cannot be : 
there muft be Roman tribunals, and a Roman 
adminiftration of jullicc,- before a Cicero can 
poffibly be expefted. As to tranfaftions with 
foreigners, which were formerly a wide field for 
German eloquence, they are moftly carried on 
in the French language. There are feveral 
princes who have their very proclamations writ- 
ten in French, and tranflated out of it before 
they publifli them to their fubjefts. The diet of 
Ratifbon, the only place where the fcattered 
nations of the empire form an aggregate and 
can confider themfelves as a whole, and where 
the love of their country, ambition, and even 
national pride, ought to make Demofthenes*, 
Ciceros, Burkes, and Foxes j this celebrated 
diet is the temple of fleep, infenfibility, filent 
corruption, the darkeft nonfenfe and treach* 
ery. All the (;ranfa<3:ions with foreign minifters, 
and moft of thofe with the minifters of the Ger- 
man courts themfelves, are carried on in, 
French and in the affembly of the ftates it- 
felf> every thing is carried on by a fingle^^^; 
you feldom hear a nay, and commonly all i$ 
foon brought to a decifion. As to the ennpe- 

ror's 



TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 43 

ror's Govirt at Vienna, there is a jargon there^ 
which not one man^of letters in ten can undcr- 
ftand ; nor is that of Wefslar one jot behind it 
in unintelligiblenefs- The German nation is no 
where brought together in a point, nor is it ac- 
cuftomcd to confider itfclf as one and the fame 
nation ; hence the language can be as little fixed 
as the charafter is. But if thefe impedi- 
ments were once to be remoVed, ftill the Ger- 
man genius would always be kept back by want 
of encouragement. 

The fmaU' court of Weimar is the only one I 
have yet met with in Germany, where the na- 
tional genius is not left to ftarve j but in order 
to feed it, the duke is forced, by the fcanti- 
nefs of his income, to make his wits coun- 
sellors, fecretaries, and lord high trcafurers* 
Klopftock is perhaps the only poet alive, who 
fhews any thing like a well underftood patro- 
nage in any of the German princes. In a- word, 
the mofl: miferable of our journalifts will make 
his fortune fooner at a German court, than the 
greateft writer of the country. There is a vifi- 
ble proof of this in the ftate of the academy of 
this country. 

Amongft the numerous tribe of literati of this 
country, qui nejont rien "pas meme academiciens^ 
I was made moft happy in the acquaintance of the 

Jew 
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Jew Mofes Mendclfohn, Meffrs. Bufching, 
Teller, Spalding, Nicojai, aftd Madam Kar- 
fchin. 

The firft of thefe is one of the moft re-? 
markablc writers in Germany. His works arc 
elegant, and his flyle has a neatnefs, richnefs and 
precifion, which muft in time make him claf- 
.fical. He is at the head of a houfe of trade, 
and brings out his philofophy as he can. He 
amufes himfelf at his fpare hours with the pub- 
lication of fragments of his fcattcred opinions. 
He has all the elegance in his manner which 
diftinguilhes his writings, and it helps him to 
carry off a corpulent unweildy body. 

Bufching, Teller, and Spalding, are members 
of the confiftorial court. 

The firil is the gre ateft known geographer 
'in Europe. His defcription of Europe far fur- 
paflfes, in point of accuracy and fullnefs, every 
thing that has gone before. Geography is 
a fcience which, from the various changes which 
take place every hour, muft of courfe have 
many defeftsj but I doubt whether it be 
poffible to do more than has been done by Buf- 
ching. Not only his immenfe induftry, which 
is abfolutely neceflary in a work of this kind, 
but his wonderful j^cutenefs in the choice of his 
help-mates, is moft admirable. His hiftoric^l 
and geographical magazine contains the moft 
4 iimple 
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ample materials for modern hiftory, particularly 
that of Ruflia. He himfelf is an inexhauftible 
fund of anecdotes of the Europe^^n courts j nor 
is there a fingleone amongft them all, with whofe 
circumftances he is not as well acquainted, as if 
he kept a fervant fee'd in each of them. As he 
poffeflcs a great variety of living languages, none 
of the geographical, political, or hiftorical pro- 
duftions of the age cfcape him; the whole 
world lays ever before him, juft as a part of 
Switzerland does beforft General Pfifler of Lu- 
cern, who you know has contrived to delineate 
not only th« natural and phyfical ftate of each, 
-country, but alfo the motions of the men 
in them. I talked to Bufching of finifhing 
his valuable geography, but he alledged his 
numerous occupations, 'which prevent his 
undertaking the tafk he affedled to be de- 
lighted with. I could difcover, however, amidft 
all this, that he is deterred by the difficulties of 
hi and indeed Afia, Africa, and America, are 
not fo eafy t« be defcribed as Europe was. I 
find, however, that he has done a great deal 
towards thcfe. 

Teller and Spalding are the moft unprjeftlike 
priefts that I know. No foul upon God's earth 
is i^n danger of being <lamned by them for his 
ipeculativc opinions. Their religion is theo- 

recipal 
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retic^ and praftical philofophy. Both of them 
are wpndcrful preachers, elegant writers, and 
deans of churches. Contrary to the generality 
of proteftant teachers, they have comfortable 
incomes, to which it is probable that they owe 
much of the foftnefs and gcntlenefs of their man- 
ners, as it is often hunger that makes divines 
ill-mannered, rough, and untraftable. 

Ramler is one of the moft amiable poets in all 
Germany, and none has carried the polifhof his 
verfe fo high as he. He has fomewhat of the 
Iharp and Ihort points of Horace, as well as of 
his nervogs and crowded periods. His language 
is claflical. He is profeflbr at the cadet fchools, 
but not in very good circumftances. 

Mr. Nicolai is a prodigy as an original writer, 
but poflibly ftill greater as a compiler. His 
Sebaldus NothonkeVy is one of the bcft German 
novels ; it is quite original, and abounds in 
ftriking charafters and interefting fituations. 
As he is a bookfeller, no body can find 
fault with him for regulating his authorfliip 
according to the pounds and fliillings it brings 
in. There is no German writer, except only 
Wieland, (who, notwithftanding his own noto- 
rious Jew pradtices in this branch, has dared to 
blaiii'e him for it,) who knows how to drefs his 
commodities fb well according to the public 

tafte. 
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tafte> and to fend them out at a proper time. 
. His own iatereft, however, often coincides with 
that of the public, and they run together. Ger- 
many is obliged to him for a Literary Journal, 
which^ in point of folidity and real merit, has 
not its equal in Europe. As he is only the com- 
piler, there is no being angry with him if a par- 
tial review of a book now and then flips in j but 
there are very few of thefej whereas all the Re- 
views of other nations are, generally fpeaking, 
plots upon the credulity and ignorance of mankind. 
His converfation is Angularly interefting, as he is 
pofleffed of a fund of anecdotes of German wri- 
ters, which, if they were to be publilhed, would 
fiirpafs every chronicle that has hitherto been 
called fcandalous*. He knows all their clubs, 
and the fecrets of their private houfcs. 

Madam Karfchin is an amiable poetefs. Her 
tales breathe innocence, foft fenfibiiity and 
peace of mind. She is likewife very good com- 
pany, and the more admirable for having made 
herfelf what fhe is. 

You meet with many women in this place 
who are well acquainted with the polite arts 
and belles lettres. Madame Rechlan, amongft' 
many others I could mention, is an excellent 

' German 

♦ Mr. Nicolai, greatly to his honour, has declared that 
they never fhall. 
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German poetcfs. I was in feveral fbcieties 
where all the young women took a part in 
literary converfations. 

Therfe is no country in which you meet with 
minifters fo enlightened as you do here. All 
the minifters and efFeftive counfellors arc chofcn 
men, amongft whom there is hardly one but 
would be a wonderful writer in his own line. 
The prefent Attorney General has done more in 
clearing up the fubjeft of criminal legiflation, 
in a fhort pamphlet on the fubjeft, than all the 
folios and quartos in the Beccaria tafte put to- 
gether. The minifter Hertlberg, to whom the 
king's Eflay on German Literature is addrefled, 
and who takes the part of his countrymen with 
great warmth, has been diftinguifhed by the 
writing of many, and the publication of ftill 
more excellent ftate-papers. He is an excel- 
lent minifter, and muft be known to you hy 
his conduit of the difpute on the Bava- 
rian inheritance, and the peace of Tefchen. 
The Chief JufticeZedlitz, has publiflied fome 
- Yery excellent remarks on education, and many 
of the king's counfellors are good writers. If, 
according to the old proverb, a man is known 
by his feryants, every one muft think highly of 
the king of Pruffia. 

What principally diftinguiflies the literati of 

the 
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the northern parts of Germany, in their ac- 
quaintance with the literature of the more culti- 
vated European nation. I did not meet, either 
here or in Saxony, with a fingle charafter of emi- 
nence, who was not well acquainted with the belt 
French, Englifh, and Italian writers. They 
are true cofmopolites in literature, and totally 
void of prejudice, either in favour of the pro- 
duftions of their own country, or againft thofe 
of a foreign growth. I have no where met with 
fuch univerfal and impartial knowledge of the 
world as there is here. This is an advantage 
whicb.neither the Englilh, French, or Italians 
can difpute with them. 



LETTER LIV. 

Berlin. 

OF all the amufements of this town, that 
which delights me moft at this feafon, 
is the walk in the park on the fouth fide of the 
Sprey. I have never feen a finer pubUc walk. 
The varied beauties of the woods, alleys, 
groves, and wildernefs, beggar all imagination. 
It is above three miles round, and has water 
VOL. jii. E fufficient 
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fufficient to give it more life than there is ill 
the walks of much larger cities. A part of it 
commands the Sprey. It is a pity that they 
have not carried it over the parade and the royal 
wood market as far as the river^ from both banks 
pf which you have very beautiful profpeds. 

In this park on a Sunday you fee Berlin in 
all its glory. It is to the people of this place 
what the Thuilleries are to Paris, only the mix*, 
ture of the company is much more ftriking, as 
you find all the populace and all the fine world 
here. You ride or walk through without any 
moleftation. In ibnoe parts of the park you 
likewife fee rows of ladies magnificently drcffed, 
fitting together as in the Thuilleries, and have 
the fame freedom of flaring them full in the 
face, and comparing Äem to one another. You 
alfo meet with mpfl: of the literati of the place 
at ftatcd times. There arc refrelhments of 
every kind provided, nor is there, as at Vienna, 
a police to prevent any amufement ladies and 
gentlemen may choofe to fall into. 
. r had no opportunity of feeing the Royal 
Opera, which is looked upon as one of the beft 
in Europe, but is feldom open except in winter ; 
npr is there any theatre here except a very indif- 
ferent German one^ which is not to be compared 
withs thofe of Vienna and Munich. The mana- 
ger. 
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ger, Mr.Dobbelin, has fome very fingular opi- 
nions. He places the ftrength of his company 
in the number of his aftors, and feems to diftri- 
bute the parts amongft them by lot. I have 
often obferved that he who plays the fcrvant is 
much better qualified to play the mafter, who 
again, was nature attended to> would play the 
fervant. Among fifty aftors there are hardly 
four that would be reckoned tolerable at Vienna, 
The wardrobe is of a piece with the reft. I 
faw two pieces in which modern mannefs wer* 
reprcfented, played in Spanifli drefles no 
longer wore. Amidft drefles of the fifteen 
centuries, you often behold a modern one, 
cfpecially amongft the women. The women 
ieldom change their head drefs, though the 
fcene fhould happen to be in Indian and yet 
Mr. Dobbelin makes a great outcry about his 
wardrobe, and the propriety of the cofiune. 
This theatre is fo fmall, that many of the Ipec- 
tators are obliged to take care left the clouds 
of heaven over them fhould be entangled in 
their hair. I faw trees which were hardly big 
enough for walking fticks. Some of this great 
king's troops are carrion, whom hunger has rob- 
bed of all their fjefti ; and many are hardly able 
to move their legs and arms, for which want of 
action, the adreflcs are accountable, as yon 
E 2 may 
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may eäfily difcovcr by the found of their voicc!^ 
Mr. Dobbclin's wages, which are from fix to 
eight guilders a week; are indeed not calculated 
to give his people a great deal of ftr^ngth. Their 
forte confequejitly confifts in fainting away, in 
which art two or three of his women furpafs 
every thing that 1 have ever feen of the kind. In 
this they are only excelled by themfelves when 
they die. Dying is the principal bufinefs of 
every German adtor, and when he knows how 
to give life to his death, like fome great aftors 
I have feen, whofe convulfions began in the 
feet and ran through the whole body, he is 
fure of the applaufe of a German pit. The 
tragedy tafte, which obtains throughout Germa- 
ny, from the Mediterranean to the Eaftern fea, 
would lead a foreigner to imagine that the coun- 
try was made up of ravifliers, houfe-brcakers, 
ßcc. efpecially as the fame cannibal gufto is dif- 
coverable throughout moft of their modern 
romances. 

Though the inhabitants of Berlin, includ- 
ing thegarrifon, amount to one hundred and 
forty two thoufaiid men, yet it is not able to 
keep up a good company of players. It is en- 
tirely owing to want of encouragement that Mr. 
Dobbelin fufFers half his company to ftarve^j 
and plays in a building, which in any other 

city 
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city would be looked upon as a barn. In this 
refpeft the city is unique. You would ima- 
gine that the ofBcers alone, who arc conftantly 
from eight to nine hundred in number, would . 
be fufficient to kfeep up a good theatre ; but it is 
not To. In truth this is one of the moft emi- 
nent marks of the poverty and parfimony of 
the people of this place. 

A man would not wonder to find the pub- 
lic of all the great cities of the Pruflian mo- 
narchy difaffedted to plays. The great in- 
duftry which they are remarkable for muft 
have this effeft; but the capital: is the ren- 
dezvous of all the idlers of the country, and 
though the number of them does not amount 
to that of any other capital, it Ihould, one 
would think, be fufficient not to let a couple 
of dozen of players ftarve. Thefe particula- 
rities are to be folved by confidering that the 
idle, fuppofing them to have their incomes 
neat and free from incumbrance, are ftill very 
poor people. This is the natural confequence 
of the wife fyftem of finance eftabliflied by the 
king. The induftrious part of the public does 
not feel the dearnefs of the neceflaries of life, 
which is the confequence of the excife and mo- 
nopoly, becaufe the wages of work are raifed 
in proportion to theni. But thofc who live on 
E 3 thcif 
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their rents feel their whole weight. If therefore 
they choofe to live qonfiftenjly, and in fomc 
degree anfwerably to their eftates, the cx- 
pence of the theatre becomes too weighty 
an item for their purfes. In a word, the 
labouring part of the public do not go to 
the play here, becaufe labour makes them 
fparing 5 and the idle do not go becaufe they 
are too poor. 

I know no ftronger mark of diftindion be- 
twixt the Pruflian and Auftrian charaftcr than 
what relates to the theatre. The Pruflian 
monarchy contains feveral other fine cities. 
In Konigibcrg' there are upwards of fixty thou- 
fand fouls ; in Breflaw, forty thoufand j Stettin^ 
Magdeburg and Potfdam contain thirty thou- 
fand inhabitants and above ; 'Francfort on the 
Oder, Wefel, Embden, and other cities, have 
from eighteen to twenty-five thoufand inhabir 
tants. A great many have from ten to fifteen 
thoufand fouls* In all thefe, two companies qf 
players can hardly get enough to keep out 
hunger. On the other hand, throughout Au- 
ftria you meet with a theatre in every fmall 
town, I found one at Lintz^ at Neuftadt, at 
Su Polnair, and even at Chreps. The larger 

cities. 
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*itics, asPrague» Prefburg, Grafs, Brun, &c. have 
all ftanding theatres* This difference is not 
owing to the difference of fortunes, for Vienna 
excepted, which h fattened not only with the 
marrow of the whole monarchy, but with part 
ofthat of Germany 5 there is much more money 
in thePruffian, than there is in the Auftrian do- 
minions, though no fingle houfe in the former 
has an income of fifty, one hundred, or even two 
hundred thoufand guilders. There is an ap- 
pearance of care amidft the middle claffes of 
the inhabitants of the Pruffian towns, of which 
you can have no idea in the Auftrian mo- 
narchy, the Netherlands and Lombardy only 
excepted» The only difference confifts in the 
greater induftry of the Pruffians, and the fruga- 
lity which is infeparable from it. The Auftrian 
cities are full of idlers and fpendthrifts, who 
are, on the contrary^ the fcarceft commodities 
in the Prußian dates. Befides this, the know- 
ledge and manners to be found amidft the in- 
habitants of the greater part of the Pruffian 
provinces, put them in poflTeffion of better 
pleafures than are to be met with in the theatre^ 
the dancing booth, the cellar, &c. In the 
fmalleft Pruffian villages you m6et with mort 
happinefs, than in many large ftate$ in Auftria 1 
£ 4 ^n4 
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and there is much more good done by private 
pcrfons in the former, than in any of the latter. 
You have long been defirous I Ihould fay. 
Ibmething to you of the heir of the PruIIlaa 
monarchy. The common accounts of him arc 
as contradidory as they are ridiculous. There 
is a German journalift who has been fhamelefs 
enough to declare that the king has purpofely 
neglefted the prince's edgcation, in order that 
the fhades of his future government may make 
his own adminiftration more glorious. It is 
impoflible to revile either the king or prince 
with lefs femblance of truth. The prince of 
Pruflia is not only particularly well educated^, 
but the king feeks every opportunity in his 
power to attach him to his fyftem of govern- 
ment. The warmth of his temperament be- 
trayed him into fome amorous exceflcs in his 
youth ; but he is now much more ftaid and 
fober. According to the teftimony of the king 
himfelf, who praifes no man upon flight 
grounds, he is a great generali and all the peo- 
ple here, who know him at all, afliire me that 
he is likewife a great ilatefman. He loves the 
arts and fciences, and what ought to recom- 
mend him to the notice of the German review- 
ers, thinks much more favourably of German 
literature th^n Jiis great uncle. He has been 

reproached 
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reproached with being referved, and not know- 
ing any thjng of fricndlhip. This was a con- 
fequence of his former cxccffes, which naturally, 
rendered him diffident whom he trufted or^- 
mitted to be witnefs of his irregularities j but 
it is alfo a proof that the king had always^ a 
watchful eye over his education. All this, 
however, is much changed within the courfe of 
a few years, and his charafter has opened itfelf fa 
much to his advantage, as to render him worthy 
of ranking amongft the great princes, who, by ^ 
kind of miracle, of which hiftory affords no 
other example, have within a century raifed the 
Pruflian kingdom from almoft nothing to be 
one of the moft terrible ftates in Europe. 

The only thing which makes the Pniffian pa- 
triots at all apprchenfive of a change, is a little 
Jove for magnificence, and rather too unlimited 
a generofity. It is true that thefe are moft for- 
midable failings in a monarchy, which, like the 
Pruflian, is built only upon fimplicity and fru- 
gality, and has no other ftrength but that which 
arifes from the exafteft oeconomy. But the 
king, who is better acquainted with this than 
any body elfe, and has ever been a more careful 
father, both of the prince and country, than 
journalifts think, has frequently made him 
feel, by experience, the bad confequences of the 

want 



58 TRAVELS THROÜGH GERMANY., 
want of proper frugality; and though the 
prince ihould not, during his uncle's life-time 
adopt his fyftcm of oeconomy, he will not fit 
half a year upon the throne after his death 
without being convincfed that he muft adopt it. 
The Pruffian ftate is a piece of clock-work^ 
which ftands ftill as foon as one wheel is im-* 
paired ; and the prince has wifdom^ alacrity^ and 
lionour fufficient to give ear to the prefling 
voice of neceflity, and not to let hi^ country 
fink through his indolence. 

The incomes of the Pruflian princes and 
princeffes are by no means fo fcanty as people 
are generally taught to believe. Every prince 
has fifty thoufand rubles per annum fettled on 
him as foon as he comes pf age^ and the king's 
brother, as well as the hereditary prince, have 
befides, incomes arifing from eilates and places. 
Prince Henry has nearly four hundred thoufand, 
and the hereditary prince at leaft three hundred 
and fifty thoufand livres annually to depend 
upon. Neither of them are able to make the 
year meet on their incomes. But in cafes of 
neceflity the king is as free of his afliftance, as 
of his brotherly and paternal advice. He has 
a fpecial art in mixing advice and admonition 
with the money he at any time beftows^ At 
the fame time there is not a better pay-mafter 

in 
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ill the world, nor is there m inftancc of his 
having cheated any individual of a penny in. 
his accounts with them. 

I cannot conclude this fubjeft without 
giving you fome more anecdotes of this in 
general fo much miftaken monarch. I fhall 
not repeat any of the ftories which are publicly 
known of him, and do. him as much honour as 
^ private man, as his exploits do as a monarch. 
"What I have to communicate to you relates to 
his treatment of perfons with whom he had rea- 
fon to be diflatisfied, which will Ihew you 
at once both how little of the defpot he really 
has in him, and how well he underftands the 
art of infinuating himfelf into the cabinets of 
the feveral European princes, and making him- 
felf matter of their moft important fecrets. 
' I am acquainted with two perfons who have 
long been employed by the king in matters of 
the greateft importance. They arc both of 
them adventurers of the firft clafs. The one 
poffeffes fome talents, which however are more 
ihining than fubftantial, as his knowledge is 
too much confined to his own afiairs, and he 
does not know the connexion of them with 
political circumftances. The other had not 
hands fufficiently. clean, but his corruption 
has arifen more from diflipation, than nature 
2 or 
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or culpable habit. Both having been deteöed 
in impofing upon the king, there came to 
them fccret advice from a third handj and they 
difappeared from Berlin at different times. 
The affair at that time made no further noife. 
It happened that both had it afterwards in their 
power to ferve the king, the one at the Eaftern 
Sea, and the other at the Lower Rhine. All 
thofe who have at any time been in clofe con- 
neftion with the king, even when they quarrel 
with him, preferve an affedlion for his fcrvice in 
their breafts, which fhews more than any thing 
clfe, that the king is not the tyrant he is repre- 
fented to be. 

The abundant love for his fervice, which was 
more a confequence of true regard and friend- 
fhip than of felf-intereft, induced the fugitive^ 
to write the king word that there were things 
on the fpots where they were, in which they 
could be of fervice to him. This happened 
at different times, and the circumftances had 
nothing to do with each other. The king ac- 
cepted their offers, rewarded them according to 
their fervices, and though he fent them many 
letters, fome of which I have feen, let fall 
never a word of their former mifdeeds. So 
far from it, there were marks in feveral of the 
letters, that he wiftied to banifli the remem- 
brance 
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brance of them from his memory as faft as pof-' 
fible. A ftill more extraordinary thing is, that 
one of the men has been returned this three 
years, and has often had occafion to converfe 
with the king, without having heard a fyllable 
from him that could lead, even in the moft 
round-about way, to the old ftory. 

Some anecdotes which I have been told 
here, and do not recolleft to have feen in print, 
fbew that this treatment of the two adventurers 
did not arife from any regard to felf-intereft, 
but was the refult of the opinions which the king 
entertains of human nature. The prefent mini- 

fter — , was a major in the laft Silefian 

wan As he had confeffedly great military 
talents, the king made him adjutant to General 
Hilfer, who was as brave as his own fword, 
but was no deep thinker. This was done in 
confequence of the ufual cuftom ; for when a 
dangerous Expedition is in hand, Frederick at* 
ways employs pcrfons with iron bodies, who are 
ufed to run without fearing againft any wall 
he fends them ; but then he always places 
an adjutant behind them, to give them the 
diredion. The major did his duty, and the 
king was well pleafed with him, and exprefled 
himfelf fo. The next thing you would imagine 
would have been preferment j but this did not 

follow ; 
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foUow ; for the gentleman had too much fait in 
his compofition, and had happened to make 
fome obfervations rather too warm on the king'» 
operations. Thefe came to his ears, and made 
fuch an impreflion on him, that he found an 
opportunity of letting the gentleman know that 
his aftions were more pleaGng than his criti- 
cifitis. The major now thought that all hopes 
of his promotion were at an end for ever, he 
therefore retired to a provincial town, and 
gave himfclf up to philofophical purfuits, like 
a man who had nothing more to hope from the 
court. After a certain time had elapfed, the 
king bethought himfelf of enquiring for him. 
He was told that he was ftudying politics and 
finance for his amufement. On this the king 
let him wait a little while longer, . and then 
promoted him to a confpicuous poft in the pro- 
vince, where having had occafion to diftinguifli 
himfelf, he was finally called to the miniftry^ 
nor has there ever been the leaft hint given of 
what had paflfed between him and the king. 

Quintus Icilius had once been treated very 
roughly in confequence of one of his publica- 
tions, by a gentleman who was difpleafed, and 
took the liberty of writing with great freedom 
againft him. A little while after, having occa- 
fion to publifli again, he alked the king's per- 

miffion 
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miffipn to do it. ' I have nothing to fay to 
' thefe matters/ replies the monarch, ^ you muß 
* afk Mr. , your reviewer's leave/ This 

nettled Quintus Icilius, whofe weak fide was the 
pride of authorlhip J and he Ihewed his refent*- 
ment by abfenting himfelf for a few nights 
from the king's fuppers. When the king 
imagined his author's pride was a little cooled, 
he fent him word that he had heard with plear 
fure that he was well again, and hoped to fee 
him at the ufual feafon. Quintus accordingly 
attended, ^nd not a look or queftion paffed 
which could put him in the leaft diftrefs. On 
the contrary, the king converfed with him with 
a familiarity and good-humoured pleafantry that 
^ould have done honour to a private man, and 
could come only from one who was a naan of the 
world, and loved mankind as well as he under- 
ftood them. There are many other Iraits of the 
fame kind, which Ihew how different the king 
of Piiiflia is in every thing from a fultan. 

Whilft the Pruflian adminiftration is thus 
generally mifunderftood ; whilft the very courts 
who endeavour the moft exafUy to imitate the 
operations of Frederick, cannot enter at all into 
the fpirit of his adminiftration, aad commonly 
either take that for -an end which is only a 
means; or. for want of thought make thofe 

parts 
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parts of their government myftcrious, which 
he renders the moft open to every man*s in- 
Jpeftion who choofes to look upon them ; whilft, 
infine^ moft of the other powers of Europe have 
not fenfe enough to think of learning his fyftem 
of government ; be is perfeftly acquainted with 
the conftitution, adminiftration, and the external 
circumftances of every power in Europe, the 
finalleft and moft apparently infignificant not 
excepted. He knows France better than our 
whole miniftry put together. I have been af- 
fured from good authority, that for many years 
paft four perfons have travelled at his expence 
throughout our feveral provinces, in order to 
give him accurate information of the popula- 
tion, the agriculture, the exports, and particu- 
larly the manufadtures of the country. I know 
for a certainty that by this means he knows 
the Auftrian provinces better than they are 
known at Vienna itfelf. The anecdote men- 
tioned in the Difcours prelitninairey of the book 
entitled Grande TaStiqueet Manoeuvres des Guerres 
Juivant lesprincipes de fur Majeße Prußane^ of 
the Prufllan ambaflador at Paris, Lord Mar* 
Ihall, having in vain endeavoured to open the 
eyes of our minifter for foreign affairs with re- 
gard to the affairs of Ruffia, is founded on a 
fadl. Nor is this the only opportunity our 

miniftcrs 
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fimihiftcrs have loft by their prefumptlöti of 
being taught by the king what might hare been 
advantageous to the country they pretended to 
govern. It cannot indeed be denied that th6 
emiflaries which he employs to come at the fe- 
crets of foreign courts, often make life of ways 
and means by Which honour comes fliort 
home. When, for inftance, the partition of 
Poland was in agitation, the papers of ä private 
fecretary of a certain cabinet were procured in ä 
manner which much hurt the bonds of private 
friendfhip i not only fo, but there Was an auda* 
city ufed which far furpafles allideasr Without 
attempting to apologize for fuch things, I can 
only fay, that as they are artifices which all the 
courts of Europe allow thenifelves, none is fo 
fuccefsful in them as the king of Pruffia, ai 
there is no iftonarch who has fuch trufty and 
acute fervants as he has. The activity, fidelity, 
and fecrecy with which all his matters are ma- 
naged> are the caufes why the Pruflian ambaf* 
fadors in all courts make fuch fhort proceffes, 
and commonly arrive at their conclufion& 
when other minifters firft begin to reafon, to 
conjefture, and to combine* That Cabinet 
which thinks to carry on any important thing 
in which the king of Pruffia is concerned, with^ 
out his coming at the knowledge of it, is much 
voLi III. F miftaken. 
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miftafcen. In the prefent tranfaftions of the 
courts of Petcrft)urgh and Vienna with regard 
to the Porte, the king of Prullia has fprung 
fome mines which have opened him the doors 
of the two cabinets. He told the Jefuits of 
their fall, two years before it happened i but 
they believed not in him, and imagined them« 
fclves to be much greater prophets. 

Upon 'the whole, theftrength of the, king of 
Pruffia confifts partly in the knowledge of his 
own ftreftgth, and partly in that he ha3 of the 
ftrength of his rivals. There is a double ad- 
vantage in this, arifing from the underftanding^ 
of the latter being as unfteady and variable as 
thofe of the king and his minifters are plain 
and prccife. Want, of underftanding is the 
mother of pride, which leads us to the greateft 
political errors, and makes us defpife our ene- 
mies, to our great lofs. This blindnefs it was 
which, as the king well obferved, carried Au-^ 
ftria into Silefia> and Great Britain into America* 
He himfelf is fure never to fall into fuch a 
fnare, as his felf-love never blinds hina* As 
a proof of this, obferve the remarkable differ-, 
cnce ihere is between Auftrian and Pruffian 
ftate-papers- In the former the writers alwayj^ 
endeavour by all means, and often in the midil 
of vifibk «narks that they themfclves knp^ 

better 
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better things, to trumpet forth the power of 
Auftria, and leffcn that of Pruffia. The latter^ 
on the contrary, even when they are at wai'with 
Auftria, fpeak in the higheft terms of its great* 
Hefs ; nor is there an inftance of a Pruffian's 
having giveh himfelf the trouble in, a public 
writing, to make the greatnefe of his country 
more than it is. They ufe plain fafts and argu- 
ments, without the leaft exaggoration. A very 
ftrong diftinftivc charafter this of the twa 
countries. In the midft of the Bavarian war, 
whilft Auftrian writers tifed to fet forth that the 
king of Pruffia was obliged to enter into fonie 
war to. pay his'army, whom he could otherwife 
neither clothe nor feed -, the Praflian minifters only 
obferved in their ftate-papers,howincönceivablc 
it was that fo high and migh\y a power as the 
houfe of Auftria, a power fojuftly formidable to 
all the neighbours round, fhould feek to make 
itfelf ftill greater by the depreffion of an old 
monarch from whom it had fo little danger ta 
apprehend. In a word, the Prufllan kingdom is 
governed by rule, and the greateft part of the 
reft of the world by opinion. 
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LETTER LV. 

Hamburgh. 
^r^HE body, my dcareft brother, feels itfelf 

A as much wörfe in all the parts of North 
Germany, than it is in the fouthern ones, as the 
mind feels itfelf better. On this fide the Erts- 
mountain, the inns, roads, poft-waggons, and 
all that relates to travelling, are the very beft 
poflible ; on the other the inns are not a jot 
better than the Spanifh ones. The roads arc 
like the Hungarian, and inftead of poft-chaifes» 
they have a kind of large farmer's waggon^ 
without cover or window, in which the paffen- 
gers lay along the ftraw like fwine, and are ex- 
pofed to all the inclemencies of the weather. 
On the other hand, here you meet with the beft 
c;ompany every where ; there is hardly a village 
fo fmall but what has manufactures, collections 
of the arts, and libraries ^ befides which, every 
parifh-prieft in the country has more knowledge 
of mankind, than many a courtier in the fouth 
of Germany. 

Nature has likcwife made a great difference 
with refpeft to the phyßcal appeyancc of the 
two parts of Germany. Saxony, which i^ the 

beft 
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bcft northern province for natural fruitfulnefs 
of country, ftiil bears no comparifon with Bo- 
hemia, Auftria, Bavaria, and Suabia, and the 
hills of Brandenburg, Pomerania, and Meck- 
lenburg, are not nearly of the fame value as 
thofe of the fame fize in the fouth. 

The dutchy of Mecklenburg is as large as 
^ the dutchy of Wirtemberg. The latter has five 
hundred and fixty thoufand inhabitants, and its 
prince enjoys a revenue of two millions of rix 
dollars; the former hardly two hundred and 
twenty thoufand men, and a revenue of not 
more than four hundred thoufand rix dollars, of 
which the Schwerin line enjoys three, and 
that, of Strelitz one part. Notwithftanding 
this much larger population, the dutchy of 
Wirtemberg could nourifh all the inhabitants 
of Mecklenburg with its fupcrfluity. On ^ 
calculation, we (hould find that the dutchy of 
Wirtemberg has five or fix times the natur4l 
riches of that of Mecklenburg, notwithftanding 
the moreviidvantageous fituation of the latter on 
the fea. 

With regard to piÄurefque appearance of 
country, there is much more beauty and variety 
in the dutchy of Mecklenburgh than in the 
mark of Brandenburg; though you mee^with 
no hills properly fo called iq cither^ for the 
Fj thiagjs 
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things which they dignify with the name of 
hills, throughout this whole country, are no 
other than mole-hills when compared to true 
hills. There are however in Mecklenburg, 
fcveral very pretty landfcapes, where foft hillsi 
beautified with great varieties of woods j 
meadows covered with corn, and litde cottages, 
furrounding fmall lakes, make s^ very fine 
pifture. 

The Mecklenburg fiirmers are a very ftrong 
3jnd healthy race of men. Their curling white 
hair reminds the traveller of the old Germans;» 
who heretofore contributed to the Roman lux- 
ury that aurea c^e/aries which,, on thc.h^ad of a 
thin boned, fallow-faced, and coughing young 
fe^iator, muft . have been the gre^^tcft fatire 
on the corruption of Rome, in the eyes of 
thinking men. Al.mo(t all the farmers in Meck^ 
lenburg are flaves ; but their fates are not fo 
hard as they feemj, as the nobility are humane^ 
enlightened, and good-natured. They, as well 
as the burgeiTes of certain cities, enjoy a frec-i 
dorn here which has long been loft in the Up- 
per Germany. The duke of Mecklenburg 
^nd the ele£kors of Saxony are the moft limited 
princes of the empire j nor have any decrees of 
|hf im^wial CQurt, which they have brought for-? 

ward 
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ward in their fcveral contentions Inth their 
ftates, yet been able to humble their nobility, 
whofe jealoufy of the power of their governors 
fometimes amounts to an almoft ridiculous 
exceis. 

The dukes obtained at the treaty of Tefqhen, 
in return for having given up jtheir claims on 
the marquifate of Leuchtenberg, the famous Jus 
denonappillandOi in confequence of which no 
law fuits can be carried out of their own 
courts to the tribunal of the cm|)ire. They 
thought by this to have gained a prodigious^ 
advantage over their dates ; but thefe protefted 
againft this privilege, as being inimical to their 
liberties, and the affair is not yet determined. 
Probably the dukes will maintain themfelves 
in the poffeffion of a privilege poflelTed by 
few except the cleÄors, and by this .means ob- 
tain real dominion in their countries« 

When I tell you men of the great world, that 
there is very good company to be met with on the 
banks of the Lokenifs, the Stpr, the Rekenifsj^ 
the Warne, and feveral other rivers, which, 
though you have never heard them mentioned 
in your lives, are liot only as true rirers as the 
Somme, the Scheid, the Sambre, but in many 
parts of them navigable rivers too; you will 
think that my taftc muft needs have fufFered great 
r 4 corruption 
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corruption from the gi:ofs air of Germany. I 
can affure you however, that if by a ftroke of 
9 magic wand you could be taken out of 
your perfuiTicd bed3, and without breathing 
a drachm of German air^^ be tranfportcd 
into a circle of Mecklenburg nobleffe, you 
would ' find the fociety very agreeable. It is 
true you meet there no academicians^ no abbes, 
no virtuofi, nojournalifta, no playerSj nor any 
of the (baraß^rs which contribute fo much to 
enliven your fociety. But on the other hand, 
^natural found underftandings and good hearts 
give the converfation a ftronger and more fuh- 
' itantial relifli than all your anecdotes and bif-i 
toriettes de cour, your comedies, brocbures^ and 
2^\ the other artificial ragouts— with which you 
rpix lb much s^flafoetida, 

I have feen no nobleffe happier, or more 
hofpitable than that of Mecklenburg, efpecially 
that in and about Guftrpn. Nor are they fo un- 
acquainted with the refinements of life, and 
the great world, as you may iipagine. The 
tfibles are wonderfully well covered, and yon 
may vifit many perfons who are very wfU ac- 
quainted with the life of courts^ J^iterature is 
found among all ranks who are above the po- 
pulace. The womea know nothing of what i^ 
pommonly called ton. TH^y have none of 

that 
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that boldnefs and impcrioufnefs, nor yet any 
thing of the defirc of conqueft of our country- 
women ; they are gentle, and attentive to their 
children, ftill and bafliful j but all that they fay 
is fo naif and hearty, that the wit of our moft 
famous country-women appears loathfome and 
flat to me when compared to it. 1 was not at 
all furprifed to find the prefent war much the 
fubjeft of converfation throughout the whote 
of my tour. The nation take a natural concern 
in it, both on account of the troops they let out, 
and from their having been for feveral centuries 
very warlike themfelves. No wonder that under 
fuch circumftances more than a hundred news 
papers Ihould not be fufficient to fatisfy their hun^ 
ger after news. But what I cannot fo readily 
explain, is, the amazingpartiality of the Germans 
for the Englifh. You hardly meet with one Ger- 
man out of a hundred who is on our fide. The 
Mecklenburghers efpecially have a fondnefs and 
veneration for our enemies which approaches to 
fuperftition, I was in many places where they 
gavelittle/?/^j whenever the God with two trum- 
pets, one before ^nd the other behind, fpread re- 
ports favourable to theEnglifh. It is true indeed 
that there is fomething great in the heroic deeds 
and charadtcr of the Englifh, which naturally 
}eads the opinion of mankind towards them. 
9 But 
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But it is not only in what relates to war that die 
Germans are hoftile to us. They look upon our 
government as the excefs of defpotifm^ and 
confider us as a tricking and treacherous people» 
You know that this is the dired oppoGte of the 
charader we give ourfelves, and indeed ofthat 
which is given us by fome other nations whom 
we have iTtade our friends byourfrankneis and ho-* 
nefty ; but it is the projeftors and adventurers, 
who being caft out by France, have attempted to 
make their fortunes in Germany^that have raifed 
this prejudice againft us; for which reafon I 
could not forgive the Germans their judging {o 
unfavourably of us from fuch fpecimens, if I did 
not know that we are equally unjuft towards 
them, and are apt to confider the baron, who 
often makes a ridiculous figure in Paris, with his 
embroidered coat, and embroidered vefl, as a mo- 
del of the German nobility. Upon the whole, 
different nations muft forgive each other their 
prejudices, and it is eafy to forgive them 
when, as it is in Germany and France, they dp 
no hurt to individuals, however they may 
affcft national pride. In England, Holland, 
and fome other countries, they are often at- 
tended with fatal confequences to individuals^ 
and are therefore not to be forgiven, 

Tho 
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The firft appearance of the free imperial city 
of Hamburg is very difgufting and ugly. Moft 
of the flrcets are narrow, clofe, and black> wd 
the populace in them is -fierce, wild, and, genr* 
rally fpeaking, not very cleai). ^s foon how- 
ever, as a man has made his way into the prin- 
cipal houfes, he begins to conceive a more fa-r 
yourable opinion of the town. In the houfes of 
|:he rich merchants you fee taftc, cleanlinefs, 
magnificence, andattimes^ven profufipn. The 
Hamburghers a^e thefiift proteftants I have 
feen, who have continued good catholics in the 
jmaterial points of eating and drinking. Their 
tables arc even better thgn thofe of the people 
of Vienna, Gratz, Prague, and Munich, whom 
heretofore I have defcribedto you as fuch com- 
mendable proficient^ in the art of the Apicii 5 
por is there a place in the world where they have 
fo many refinements on the fenfual pleafures 
^s is in this. Though ih few parts of Ger- 
many gardening is in as fipurifhing a ilate as 
it is here, yet they are not contented with the 
wonderful vegetable^ which their own country 
jifibrds, but import many fpecies of them from: 
JEngUnd, Holland, and various parts of Ger-^ 
many» This is owing to fafhion, which has af- 
fixed a preference to the vegetables which come 
froin thefe cpvintrieg. They get together from 

Eaft, 
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Eaft, Weft, North, and South, what evcrf 
country produces peculiar toitfelf and coftly for 
the table. But it would far exceed your belief 
was I to lay before you an exaft pifture of the 
way of living here. You may however form to 
yourfelf fomc idea of it, when I tell you 
that it is the cuftom in great houfes, to give 
a particular wine with every difli. According 
to the eftabliflied courfc^ of good houfe- 
keeping, Burgundy, Champaigne, Malaga, 
Port and Mofelle, have each their different 
difh to which they belong ; fo that when the 
meat is fervcd up for which nature, accord- 
ing to the opinion of the Hamburgbers, has 
deftined each particular wine, there is al- 
ways frelh glaffes fet on. With young green 
beans, which is a difh of fome ducats, and new 
herrings, a difh which cofts a guilder, the 
Hamburghers commonly drink nothing but 
Malaga wine ; and Burgundy is the ftanding 
vehiculum of green peafe. Oyfters niuft of 
all neceflity fwim in Champaigne ; and the coft- 
ly fait meats admit of no other convoy than 
Port and Madeira. You muft not think that this 
takes place only on feftivals ; by no means ; it is 
the daily food of the rich ; and their way of 
Jiving is adapted in every thing to this, 
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. I am foon to make fomc viflts in the couixtrjr 
houfcs near town, vrhich arc out of all number. 
Equipagics, furniturcy pky tables^ every thing, 
in a word, is anfwerable to the expence of the 
table. Few affemhlies of Parifian people of 
fafliion, are more brilliant than the parties who 
meet in villas here, and they hardly play 
as high, Thofe who can afford to fpend no 
more than twenty or thirty thpufand . livres a 
year, rank among the middling clafs, and 
though they are all obliged to fupport them- 
fclvcs by their own induftry, and that* there 
is fcarce any nobility with a ftated revenue 
to be met with, there are many families 
who fpend from forty to fifty or fixty thoufand 
livres a year in their houfekeeping. 

Notwithftanding all this love of good eating, 
the mind is not oppreffed and borne down by the 
body here as it is in the fbuthern parts of Ger- 
many. The Hamburghers of the higher clafs 
are ftill more jovial, more happy, more con- 
verfible, and more witty, than the Saxons, 
You meet here with many literati of the firft 
clafs. Natural hiftory particularly flouriflies 
much and is' held in high eftimation. It was a 
Hamburgher who gave Linnaeus the fundamen- 
tal ideas of his Syfiema Natural. As moft of the 
ypung people are fent abroad to form trading 

connedions 
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eonne^onä m the fevcral ports of London, #e- 
teriburg, Calais^ Bourdeaitx^ &c. in all which th6 
Hamburghers have houfes, a ftf anger is fure to 
meet with fbme people who are acquainted with 
his native country. The Hamburghers upon the 
whole are great travellers, which renders the foci- 
ctyof this place particularly lively and animated^ 

The women of this place are handfome, gen-» 
teel, and freer in their manners than -they ge- 
nerally are in proteftant countries 5 particularly 
there obtains a vivacity which a man is not ufed 
to look for in the north, and is a ftrong contralt 
to the aldermannic gufto of Holland* Doubt- 
lefs the good eating occafions this. 

One of the great pleafures of this city ariferf 
from the Alfterflufs. It comes from the 
north, almoft through the middle of the city, 
and forms a lake in it, nearly eight hundred 
paces in circumference. In a fummer even-» 
ing this lake is almoft covered over with gondo* 
las, which have not foch a melancholy afpe6t as 
the Venetian ones. Thefe are filled with fa- 
mily or other parties, and have often boats in at- 
tendance upon them With mtificJ. The whole 
has an aftonifhing good efitft, which is ftill 
greater from there being a much-frequented pub- 
Kc walk by the lake -, the livclinefs of which 

correfponds 
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corrcfponds very plcafingly with thiat of the 
people on the water. 

Near the city there are fome villages on the 
Elbe called the Four Lands ^ which are alfo in 
fumrher a notable rendezvous of pleafure. The 
farmers who live in thcfc villages arc in very 
good circumftances> and take a prodigious fum 
of money from the town, for their excellent ve- 
getables, particularly for their green peafc. Eve- 
ry day during the fummer you meet here with 
parties from the city, who are as confpicuous for 
their genteel appearance, as for their cxceffe» 
in eating and drinking- The farmers daughters 
are very pretty, afid their drefs the handfomeft 
I have "yet fecn amongft this clafs of beings* 
They allure the young men of the city to their 
cots; and many quarter themfelves here under 
the pretence of a milk diet, but in faft to be 
near their fwecthcarts. 

Thefe above mentioned four villages fupply 
the town with vegetables, butter, milk, hay, 
and many other things of the kind — alfo with 
moft of the women of plcafure, and moft of the 
fpinners. 

The city of Altona, which lies at no great dif- 
ftance from this town, alfo affords this people 
many opportunities of amufing themfelves. The 
king of Derimark« who from a jealoufy of Ham- 
• . burg 
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burg, endeavours by every- means in his powei* 
to make this place flourifliing, appears to have 
it in his head to hurt the brothels and inns of the 
city, as well as the trade. Through his care 
Altona has, in a fhort fpace of time, from a fmall 
village, become a town of thirty-five thoufand 
inhabitants, amongfl: whom, however, to fpeak 
freely, there are far too many rafcals. 
. The country round about Hamburg, though 
a flat> is extremely pleafant ; the various and 
fiourifbing agriculture gives it a very gay ap- 
pearance ; th? water, however, contributes 
much to the beauty. The river conduces cx-^ 
tremely to the advantage of this city, which by 
taking the lad toll, has almoft an illimited com- 
mand over it. It is a mile and three quarters 
broad at Hamburgh, and forms feveral iflands, 
on which they make parties ofpleafurc. The 
afpeft of this mighty river, always well filled 
with fhips, and in feveral parts containing very . 
rich iflands, h^s a great deal of majelly in it« 
'Tis a pity that you enjoy this magnificent 
profped only from a few houfcs in the city. 

Notwithftanding the quantity of water, and, 
low fituation, the air of the place is cxtren^ly 
good ; this is^ owing to the cleanfing it receives 
from the ftrong winds which blow upon it from 
all quarters. The north wind is very dange- 
rous 
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rous ,to the city» it impedes the courfe of the 
ftreaiBt sind occafions many inundations which 
frequently fill the lower parts of the houfes 
with water, and do a great deal of mifchief to 
the country around. 



LETTER LVL 

Hamburg. 

HAMBURG is without comparifon the 
moft flourifliing commercial city in. all 
Germany. Except London and Amfterdam, there 
is hardly a. port in which you fee conftantlyfo 
many Ihips as you do here. The prefent bufi- 
nefs.tronfifts in great part of commiffion and 
carrying ; but the proper, and folid trade of 
the inhabitants is likewifc very confiderable. 
Their principal trade is driven, with Spain 
and France ; and they gain confiderably by the 
exchange with the former». Hamburg has hi- 
therto fupplied Spain with moft of its linens -, 
it alfo fupplies i( with large quantities of 
iron, copper, and other articles which the 
north produces. The Pruflians^ Danes, Swedes, 
and Ruffians give themfelves a great deal of 
trouble to be the carriers of their own com* 
VOL III., G modities 
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modities to Spain $ but it is extremely difiiculc 
to turn trade out of an old channel, and nmany 
of the merchants of the north find the carrying 
trade of Hatnburg too convenientj and in part 
alfo too profitable to them, for the pteftM pro^ 
prietors to be in any great danger of loling this 
channel of trade. The fiiffia advanced (lay too 
long at Cales> and when a country cannot pay it^ 
felf in the commodities of that it trades with, 
the trade with Spain is very troublefome. At 
prefent Hamburg is always in debt to Spain, 
for except in time of war, (when materials for 
Aiip buildings ammunition, &c. make fome.dif- 
ference) it carries nnore things out of the 
coAintry than it furniihes« Another reafon why 
that part of the . northern ei^orts will always 
go through the hands of the Hamburghers is, 
that they can pay for them quickly and regu- 
larly ; whereas the waiting for the fliips from 
the Havannah, without the return of which 
the Spaniih trade cannot go on, often puts 
the northern merchant to inconveniencies. 

Sugar cane is the great article which goes 
from Spain to Hamburg, by which - the latter 
gainslarge fums. > No nation has hitherto been 
able to vie with the Hamburghers in boiling and 
refining fugars. The trade for thefc articles 
extends through all Germany, Poland, and a 

great 
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gfcat pju-t of the north. Other important articles 
which Hamb^urg takes from Spain, and with 
which it drives a very confiderable trade in 
the north, are wine, fait, fruit and the like» 
Befides all thcfe, manufafturcs of handker- 
chiefs, ratteens, and ribbons, apothecaries 
drugs, aqd the fifliery, form a very confidera- 
ble part of the trade of the country. There i% 
no place in die world which contains finer and 
more cunning fpeculators than this does ; no 
circumftanccs or moment favourabk to a fingle 
article efcape them. The prefent war has 
brought them in aftonifliing fums. 

The enlightened and patriotic governors of 
this place omit nothing which can contribute 
to the extenfion of trade. Some years ago the 
profpeft of advantage to their fellow citizens 
made them attempt to open a trade for them on 
the coaft of Barbary ; the Dutch were immedi- 
ately jealous of this, and made the king of 
Spain believe that the Hamburghers furnilhed 
the Saracens with implements of war : the king, 
in confequence, made feveral orders, which 
have ftopped the channel to the prefent mer-» 
chants, whom however he cannot prevent from a 
much more profitable commerce with his own 
fubjefts. 

G 2 This 
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This ftate is furrounded on all fidös by 
mighty rivals, of whom however, the induftry, 
cunning, and liberty of the inhabitants ever get 
the better. The Danifh government omits 
nothing that can hurt the country j nay it often 
feeks to hurt it without any profpe6k of advan- 
tage to itfelf. One of the favourite projefts of 
the Danifh minifters is to unite the Eaft Sea to 
the German Ocean, by a canal joined to the 
Eyder^ This would give a death ftroke to the 
commerce of Lübeck and Hamburg ; but the ^ 
government and the intelligent part of the 
country are as eaiy about this, as they would be 
if his Danifh majefty was to order a canal to 
be dug ifl Greenland. On the other fide, the 
king of Pruflia had, by his terrible taxes, cut 
off the communication of this country with 
Saxony by the Elbe, which was a fevere flroke 
to both countries. What did the wife govern- 
ment here do ? It entered into a treaty of com- 
merce with Hanover ahd Brunfwick, and laid 
the plan of a road between Saxony and this place. 
This foon convinced the king of Pruffia that 
his toll on the Elbe would be ruined fooner than 
the trade between Hamburg and Saxony, and 
forced him to lower it accordingly. Still 
however it is too high for the Saxon» and 

Hamburghers, 
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Hamburghersj but muft continue for fome time;, 
within tolerable bounds. 

Notwithftanding all the impediments cad 
in the way of it, the trade of this country has 
been continually gaining ground during this 
century. No doubt, the immediate caufcs 
have been the improvements in agriculture, 
the increafe of population, and the greater 
approaches towards luxury, made by the inhabir 
tants of the north. Liberty alone would how- 
ever in time have been fuflicient to have re- 
moved many of the hindrances which hoftiie 
neighbours fought to put in the way of the 
trade, Whilft the neighbouring powers were 
increafing their excife and cuftom-houfe duties, 
and by fo doing flopping up fo many channels 
of commerce to their fubjefts, here they were 
opening every door both of exports and imports; 
and inftead of fecking to raife, were inventing 
every poflible method to diminilh the taxes. 
Thisillimited freedom of trade is of a piece 
with the fpirit of the conftitution and of the 
city, and was the only means which the wife 
governors of it could hit upon to raife the ftate. 
But if the ftäte had not been a fingle Jndepen- 
dant city, as the luxury which fupports a free 
trade could not have been kept up but at the 
cjcpencc of the country, the illimited freedom 
^ 03 would 
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would have been very difadvantagcous to the 
country belonging to it. The politicians or 
this place are in the right when they maintain 
that illimited liberty of trade is the founda- ; 
tion of the well-being of their country; but * 
they are in the wrong for blaming, as they 
all do, the Pruflian fyftem of excife, as a 
mad fyftem, equally deftruftive to the country 
and people. There is a great difference be- 
tween a firigle independant city and a great ' 
ftate. That commerce which enriches the 
Hamburghers, makes feveral of the Holftein- 
ers and Mecklcnburghers poor, by taking 
fo much money from them for coffee, fugar, 
wine, &c. and it would foonruin the king of 
PrufTia's beft provinces, juft as the flourilh- 
ing trade of Dantzick has too much contri- * 
buted to the impoverifhing of the wide extended 
kingdom of Poland. If Hamburg had a large 
extent of country, it would foon find the bad 
confequences of an illimited freedom of trade,» 
efpecially, if like the leaders of other republics, 
its governors would not prefer the inhabitants . 
of the country to thofe of the city. In thef ' 
mean time, the bafe clamour of foreign and do- 
meftic merchants, by neither of whom the king 
of Prulfia would fufFer his fubjefts to be plun- 
dered, has made him be reputed a tyrant by 
Mr. Wraxall, and writers of his ftamp. 

The 
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The fortunes of the inhabitants of this coun^ 
try are in a conftant ftate of Audtuation. The 
expenfivenefs of living is the reafon that there 
, are very few rich houfes ; you can hardly find 
*any that has been fifty years in the fame ftylc of 
Ipkndour. Theimmenfe profits of this grand 
commercial country are fo well divided, that you 
cannot meet with above five perfons whp pofiefs 
a miUionj but the number of houfes which have 
from three to fix hundred tboufand guilders, 
is extremely great« But then as foori as a mer* 
chant makes one hundred.thoufand guilders, he 
muft have his coach and country houfe. His 
expences. keep pace with his income, ib that 
the leaft blow brings him back to poverty ; from 
which, however, the Qighteft labour will extricate 
him again. Hamburg is truly fingular as a 
commercial city, in this refpeft, for you meet 
in it with perfons who have been bankrupts three 
or four times, and yet have returned to riches« 
The man who has an income of from two to 
three hundred thoufand florins, and makes more 
ihew with it, both in his trade and houfe-* 
keeping, than many Amfterdamers who hav^ 
many millions» lofes in a moment his country- 
houfe, his houfe in town, his palace, his ware- 
houfe, his coach and gardens, and begins again 
as a broker -, but hardly are his old eftate and 
G 4 country 
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country houfe fold off, than he has another 
eftate, buys another country houfe, is able to 
drive through the town with two prancing 
Holfteiners before him, and has his garden, his 
coach, his gambling box, — till, heigh prefto ! 
he is a broker again. The inexplicable facility 
of making ufe of one's money, renders the 
Hamburghcr here too bold j fo that he does more 
bufihcfs with fifty thoufand florins, than a 
Dutchman will do with two hundred thoufand ; 
but then he is more expofed to reverfe of fortune 
than the Dutchman is. However, the fecurity 
he is under of not being obliged to beg in his 
old age, renders him quite carelefs. There 
are, indeed, no where fo good retreats for bank- 
rupts as there are here. If broken merchants 
do notchoofeto turn brokers and try theilr luck 
afreih, they have employments given them on 
which they may live very comfortably, Befides 
thefe, there are funds for the fupport of poor 
burghers^ words which mean here bankrupts. 
There is no place, indeed, where the eftablifh- 
ments for the poor are on fo fplendid a footingas 
they are here. Look where you will you fee that 
bankrupts have had a ihare in the legiflation, 
and that they have fought to make themfelves 
»nd their pofterity fecure a^ainft all events. 

■ Th« 
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The .great and frequent revolutions in the 
contimercial houfes of this place^ give the mer- 
chant an alacrity which he has no where, elfe in 
the world. The genius of trade docs no where 
fo many wonders as it dpes here. The Ham* 
burghers faJ! outdo the Dutch in happy calcula- 
tions^ fpeculation^ and fortunate hits; and you 
meet with more true theory of trade amongfl: 
the brokers of this place, than there is 10 be 
found in many thick books written exprefsly on. 
the fubjcft. Only you mufl: not expeft to fee 
the fubjedt treated with a view to finance^i 
as they have no relijlh for cuftoms, excife, and 
all the modern Jewifli inventions to fpungo the 
fubftance of the people. 

The quicknefs and vivacity with which trade 
is carried on here, employs a larger capital than 
is put into it by the Dutch, who are more expert 
at faving money than at getting it. The Ham- 
burgher works himfelf up again with the fanne 
eafe with whiüh he falls j whereas the Dutchman 
could not make his fortune without cxceflive 
parfimony, and commonly fpeaking, is indebted 
only to hiß induftry and faving for what he gfets. 
Rich inheritances are very fcarce here, in com- 
parifon to the fum of money there is in the 
place, as this is divided amongft too many^ 

and 
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and the ebbs and flows are too frequent* The ' 
vgreat capital of every inhabitant is his induftrJF 
and underftändihg. 

The iUimited credit of the bank of this place^ 
IS a certain fign both of the riches of the ftate, 
and of the right notions which prevail herewith 
relpeft to every thing which has a relation to 
trade. The foundations on which this bank 
refts; are the fimplefl: that can be imagined. 
There is neither paper nor any kind of coined 
money, but only a large quantity of filver, 
which is meafured out by the pound. It is, 
however, the moft refpefked, and I muft think 
the moft fecure of all the eftablilhments of the 
kind in the world. 

. The gpvcrnment of Hamburg is wonderful. 
I am acquainted with no commonwealth that 
has fo nicely hit off the juft mean betwixt arifto- 
cracy and democracy, and fecurcd itfelf fo well 
againft the inconveniencies of both, as this has 
done. The legiflative power is in the hands of 
the affembled burgeffes. Thcfe are chofen 
from the five parilhes of the city. The firft 
college, or firft deputation of them, confifts of 
the aldermen, three of whom are chofen by the 
inhabitants of each parilh. Every parifh alfo 
fends nine perfons to the fecond, which, with 
the former one, make a college of fixty. 

Finally, 
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Finally, each parifh contributes twenty-four to 
the third>niaking, when joined to the two former, 
a number of one hundred and eighty. The ordi- 
nary bufinefs is regularly brought by the council 
before this aflembly ; butwhen there is a new law 
to be made, or a new tax to be raifed, after having 
paflfed this court, it muft farther be laid be.- 
fore a general aflembly of the burghers. The 
one hundred and eighty, together with fix af- 
feflbrs added to them from each parifh, muft ap- 
pear before this aflembly, in which every man 
who poflefles a houfe of his own, or an eftate 
that is out of debt, or a certain {urn in fpecic 
above the value for which the houfe or eftatc 
is mortgaged, may appear and give his vote. 
The mifcrable corporation fyftem, which, in 
other republics approaching towards democracy, 
often leads to ridiculous, and often to very feri- 
ous and fatal excefles, has no influence here 
upon the ftate. No manufafturer can tyran- 
nize over the people, as is the cafe in many 
other republican governments; nor does the 
happinefs of the whole depend upon the will or 
caprice of a company of fkinners or barber 
furgeons. ' Due provifion has alfo been made 
that the will of the mob, which often overturns 
the wifeft ordinances, and the mofl: ufeful pro- 

jefts. 
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jefts, in countries approaching fo nearly to the 
democratic form as Hamburg .does, fhould 
not eafily do mifchief here. Before a law comes 
before a general aflembly of the people, it has 
been tried and approved by the wifer part of 
them, which renders it not difficult to gain over 
the reft to the good fide, as of courfe they 
will have confidence in legiflators originally 
nominated by themfelves. This kgiflative 
aflembly is likewife fo numerous as to render 
it very difficult for a part to get the maftery 
over the whole, by the ufual democratic 
artifices. 

As thefe colleges are eftabliöied for a long 
time, and are not eafily changed, the members 
of them^ are well enough acquainted with the 
true circumfl:ances of the commonwealth, to be 
able to lay before both their refpedive commu- 
nities, and the burghers in general affeitibly, an 
accurate and juft account of the fenfe of every 
law, proclamation, or tax. The divifion of the 
burgher focieties, according to pariflies,has like- 
wife this farther advantage attending it, that 
family connexions do not fo eafily acquire a pre- 
judicial influence as they do in republics divided 
into corporations or private focieties. If you will 
take the trouble to^ compare this cpnftitution 

\vith 
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with that of Other commoiiwealths, many more 
advantages will immediately ftrike you. . 

The council in whofe hands the executive 
power IS lodged, confifts of thirty-fix pcrfons, 
to wit, four burgomafters, four fyndics, twenty- 
four counfdlors, and four fecretaries. Only 
the burgomafters and counfellors have votes. 
It ele£ts its own members by löt% The power 
being direfted only towards Ac proper execution 
of the laws in being, is illimited, the natural 
confequence of which is, that both the courts 
of juftice and the police have a ftrength here 
which they have in few republics that are fo 
democratic. Nor is governmenit taken in hand 
here as in other countries, by perfons who have 
no proper vocation to it. Three of the burgo- 
mafters, the counfellors, and all the fyndics 
and fecretaries, muft be graduated literati, who 
have given proofs of their learning. One 
burgomafter and ten counfellors muft, con- 
fiftently with the nature of the commonwealth, 
be merchants. The pay of the counfellors is 
fufficient to reftrain the fpirit of innovation. 
Honour, virtue and ability, are the moft likely 
foundations to fucceed in being ^leftcd. 
When a counfcUor abufes his power, he is 
obliged to leave the city. The number of 
counfellors istoo fipall for the power of private 
4 families 
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families to be able ta |nit a reftraint on the ad- 

miniilration (^ juftice aild police. In a word, 

Che legiflative power is as gentle and popular 

^s it can be ; and the executive is^ as it muß be, 

monarcbically ftrong. Hamburg is in truth the 

model of a wdl^Hegulated cooimonwealth. A 

mifapplication or walke of the pufalix: treafure 

happens very feldom, and is almoft impoffible, 

asthe perfons who are charged with the ad-- 

tniniftration of it> are no members of the 

council^ but on the qontrary are watched over 

with the greateft attention by them and the 

general aflembly^ and are obliged to die greateft 

punctuality. They confift of ten perfons fc- 

leded from the general aflembly^ and are chofen 

out of each parifh, one by vote and the other by 

lot. Every fix years each of the three deputies 

lays his office down, and his parifli fends another 

in his (lead. The reafon of the change is not as 

in other republics, that all may have a fhare of 

the cake, but to free the deputies from a trou- 

bleibme and laborious office. 

The income of the ftate is very large. It is 
made up partly from (landing fources of income, 
and partly from occafional taxes granted by the 
community.^ Some taxes are voluntary, and the 
burghers have the right to put what they think 
their quota into the purfe which is fhut^ and the 

deputies 
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deputies dare not open in thdr prefence. 
Upon th^^whoie the taxes are confiderable* la 
order not to let the nnouth of the Elbe^ on 
which theexiftence of the country depends^ 
be choked up with fand, and for the mainte- 
nance of the feveral harbours in it, they have 
been obliged to raife fonve taxes, which in ap- 
pearance are beyond dieir means. The aggre- 
gate of them together makes about three mil- 
lions of marks, or four millions of livres, aind 
IS hardly fufficient for the purpofi^ peqilired o( 
them. 

The quick and conftant revolutions in the 
fortunes of every citizen fecure this C(Mnmoii- 
Wealth ftill more than its conftitution from the 
mifchiefs of oligarchy and family pilots. They 
know nothing here of domineering or dan- 
gerous houfes, from which none of the repub- 
lics of the prefent day are free. One fign of 
the good government and wonderful adminiftra- 
tion of this commonwealth is, that it is almoft 
the only imperial city- that carries none of the 
iuits between its own members before the tri- 
bunal of the empire. At Vienna they men*- 
tioned to me feveral free imperial towns who had 
rendered themfclves dependant on tlie emperor, 
by carrying their private grievances before the 
emperor's court. In th« beginning of this 

century^ 
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century Hamburg itfclf was cxpofcd to toxfie 
danger of this kind, but in 1708. k wasfup- 
prefled by the benevolent offices of ihe imperial 
courtj and the zeal of feveral patriots of the 
place^ and Xince that tinie the trai{quillicy of 
the country has met with no interruption. 
The ba^ds of fociety are too fad bQund for thejre 
to.be any caufe of uneafineft aboutfuturo^vents. 
The only real caufe of^apprehenfion which 
this city has experienced of late year$> has 
arifen from a mifunderftogd religious zeal ; but 
in our time religious zeal, if it light any fire, 
can only light up a 'fire of ftraw, which is 
very eafily put out again. In the inftance be- 
'fore us, the imperial minifters, (whom the 
burgefles have more than one caufe to refpeft) 
^ndthe wifdom of the council united, took joint 
care that the fparks fhould be fmothered before 
they could break out into a Same. The cafe 
was this : Hamburg was blcfled with an ortho- 
dox prieft, who let it want for nothing that 
xould ftir up a flame. This, by conftant blow- 
ing, he had at length fo well fed, that the peo- 
ple were for proceeding to aftion to prevent 
the catholics from ferving God in the chapel 
belonging to the imperial minifter; but the 
police took care to prevent the mifchief, which 
has never fince broke out to any extent. 

There 
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There is indeed at the head of <he prefcnt 
^^STi a nian who would do our prcfenc philo- 
sophical age very little credit, were it not that 
every body knows the government only fufFers 
him becaufethey are fecure that his inquifitorial 
^irit only hurts himfelf^ and cannot have the 
leaft bad effeft upon others. This gcndeman, 
who is called Gofs, fbme time fince gave fire in 
hi^ pulpit againfi the pope and all his adherents; 
but this produced no other efFed than his being 
compelled to make an apology to the imperial 
minifter; The cafe it feems was this : When 
this gentleman firft afcended his paper tribunal, 
the cuftom ftill prevailed at Hamburg of 
turfing the pope and all his adherents publicly 
in the prayer before fermon. The government 
wifely perceiving that this gave great fcandal 
in fuch times as thefe, ordered the court prieft 
to omit this ceremony in future. The love, 
however, of curfmg had taken fuch firm pofTef- 
fionofthe man, that he not only gave in a 
formal proteftation againft this inroad of the 
fpiritual upon the temporal power; but the next 
Sunday, without waiting to fee what anfwer 
his fuperiors would make, fired a double 
voUey. Upon this, the council took the beft 
way of teaching the ill-mannered brute a better 
VOL, III, H behaviour^ 
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behaviour, by punifliing bim utttb tho lofo of 
his fat benefit. Myahc« hig^ paftw ha(} üan 
]Ailefi)phy «loiigh to iee that it was better fi|9 
him not to curib than to ftarye> and fo ih/o pqoe 
and his ftate had jufldce done thena. m the 
fbte and high church of Hamhuiig« But 
though this man has beea many timca pubUcl5r 
and unhTcrfally hiftd fiiuro tysevent> which 
took pkce twelve of fifteen years ngo, 
and though he has beeiv the jeft o^ all tSk& 
proteftant part of Gerniany^ and even ti his 
own brethren at Hamburg, yet is not I^ helf 
head in the leaft cooled. He raves as pub- 
licly againft the race of monks, as he does 
againfl the pope. He is thededlsfcd enemy of 
all public amufements. The theatres are a 
particular cye-fbre to him. This, as the better 
part of the public do nothing but »nufe them« 
fclVes with him, gave rife to a very huiBOPOus 
adventure. An Englifliman who* happened to» 
be at the play, was ib pleafed with a piece whick 
he faw exhibited, that he afked the gentleman, 
who fat next to him the name of d^ author. 
The gentleman, whofe name is Dfeyer> hap- 
pening to be a wit, afTured the Englilhman that 
this very excellent and interefting drama was 
written by Mr. Goft, firft preacher in Ham- 
burg. The Englilhman> full of impatience to 
I be 
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be acquainted with fuch an extraordinary good 
poet, went the next day to make his bow to the 
reverend author, who^ contrary to his expefta- 
tion, received the compliment upon the fruit of 
hk bpaift fo ill, that he fairly (hewed him the 
outfide of his door. Dreyer, who had fent the 
Briton on the errand, foon after iliet him in Ae 
ftrect, where the Englifhmani without entering 
into the Icaft explanation, gave him fuch' a box 
on the car-y as very nearly brought him to the 
ground. Notwithlianding which, Mr. Dreyer 
has fince that time played the antitheatrical 
pricft fever al other tricks. 

I have talked to you thus long of this prieft^ 
in order to convince you that the proteftant 
clergy are not as tolerant throughout Ger- 
many as they are in Pruffiaand Saxony. Not- 
withftanding. this, the religion of the more 
fafliionable people who inhabit the lower parts 
of the Elbe, is by no means fo auftere as 
that of thofe who dwell higher up. The miftaken 
2eal againft public amufementsr is attended with 
this bad confeqpence here, that every other kind 
of pernicious excels reigns uncontrolled. Thus 
whilfl: no theatre can fupport itfelf in a city 
which has^ ninety thoufand inhabitants, many 
thoufand guilders are every day loft at play 
during the hours in which it is ufual in other 
places to go to the play. 

H 2 LET- 
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LETTER LVII. 

Hiamburgh/ 

SINCE my laft letter, my deareÄ brother, 
I have made an excurfion into the terri- 
tories of Denmark. As foon as I came into 
HolfteinV if^hich is ftill a part of Germany, 1 
was ftruck with the diflfefcnce of living and 
manners, as well as the diverfity of agricul- 
ture J but when I had got fome polls beyond the 
Eyder, which is Ae natural boundary between 
Germany and Denmark, I found a difference 
betwixt Germany and' this country, whfch was 
as flriking as any betwixt Bavaria and Saxony, 
When people praife proteftants for their good 
fenfe, and freedom from prejudices deftruftivc 
of happinefs, they ought to make fome limi- 
tations ; as fhould proteftants alfö when they pafs 
indifcriminatc cerifures on the catholics, for' 
their ftupidity, lazinefs and debauchery. 

The Danes are at leaft a century behind moft 
of the protcftafnt ftates of Germany, and in nor" 
refpefts better than the Bavarians or Pbrtügueze. 
They are the moft melancholy,^ moft untraft- 
able, and moft crownifli people I haire hitherto' 
fcen. Their debauchery, bigotry and bruta- 
lity 
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lity diilinguilh them fo much from the greater 
part of theGermanSj that itis only neceflary to be 
amongft them to be convinced of the inefficacy 
of religion alone to make men better^ when 
other favourable circumftanccs do not conpur. 
There are, it is true, enlightened men amongft 
the priefts of this country, but in general they 
are äs proud, as intolerant, and as ignorant as 
the Spanifli priefts. I faw fome of them who 
were likewife very like the Spanifli priefts in 
their external appearance. They wore their 
fpeftacles over the nofe, held up their heads, 
drew back the body, fpoke through the nofe 
and throat, and ftrutted juft like the priefts at 
Barcelona or Saragofla, When they fit down 
to preach, they do it as if they were in 
labour with the falvation of mankind. I vir 
fited one of them, who pafles for a great bo* 
tanift, though he knows nothing more than the 
medicinal plants of his own country. He was 
ftudying his fermon for the next Sunday, It 
was long a matter of doubt whether or no he 
would give me an audience. After having 
converfcd for about half an hour upon the wind 
and weather, with his two daughters, che 
fiUieft and moft unformed creatures I had 
ever feen, who, out of real or afFefted modefty, 
toever truftcd themfelves to look in my fapp^ out 
H 3 came 
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came their buiky and yelk^T'^coloured mother 
from the ifandy of her lord and hxilhand^ to 
aflufc me that be -was extremely bufy about 
his Sunday's difcourfe, which would however 
only take him up another hour, after which I 
fliould have the honour of fmoking a pipe of 
tobacco with him. I was for fom< minute» in 
doubt whether I (hould accept of this honouf 
Of not# • It rather hurt my felf-love to think 
that I w^s deftined to fervc a clownilh prieft for 
the vehiculum to hia fmoking, and I would 
have gone away, but that I recoUe^d that had 
I been amongft the Hottentots, I Ihould have 
been obliged to pay refpcft to the cuftoms of 
the country* After waiting therefore fomc 
time the penctrale was opened, and I beheld my 
hero, a fhort fquare fat figure, the TruUiber of 
fcience, enthroned amidft a labyrinth of books» 
and encompa0ed with clouds of fmoke which 
fcarce allowed me to view his vifage. In four 
or five minutes our converfation was at an end, 
I tried him every way, but no tone I could 
take would bring a word out in return. At 
length, after haying obferved himfelf that 
fmoking rather fpoiled the converfation, he 
took his fermon in hand, and read me a period 
or two by way of enlivening it. Of this I did 
not hear a WQrd> as the fmoke of the tobacco 

puffed 
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pufitd ^MiAä: thy ndfe, took away niy refpira>« 
libA, and obliged me to attend to felf^-preferva« 
dön I but he wAs dttertniAtd I Ihould not get 
oiF thtiSj and to pfopofed to open what he called 
Ills trfcaftirfc. fhw was ^ cheft Which contained 
all the ferrtiotts he hfcd «ver wtitlen> making iit 
Ml eight or ten thrck folio v^umes. When h« 
tMk out the firft a cold fweat r^n down mj 
SiOxMttt, yfhlih making kim appri^enfiye that ht 
might kiU his patient» he aflured me he would 
)Neädoi)ljrth« texts of the fermoiis from the tables 
of contents. I bore it for on^ t^ble with great 
refignation i but as he was takiiig down the 
fecond folio» took toy hat and dick and hur^ 
jfied to the door. In no proteftant country 
Whidk I hare yet feen, Holland itfclf not ex- 
cicpted, are the priefts hald in fuch profound 
reverence by the people as they are in Den- 
mark, Pride and infolehce in the minifters of 
a humble religion, is eye^ a fure mark of little 
knowledgid and a bad government in the places 
where it is found. The temporal and fpiritual 
powers t^re by nature fo jealous of each other, 
that there muft always be indolence in the 
governors when fhe prie(thood comes to have 4 
certain degree of authority, Every body knows 
what an influence the Danifh prieflis had in the 
fafe pf Strpcnfce. You obfcrye indeed, ih 
n 4 every 



104 TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY« 
every part of Denmark^ notwithftandiog many, 
foreigners are fettled there, many marks of 
the overgrown power of the . priefts. In 
feveral places I found prejudices conceiv- 
ed againfl me> on account of nriy being a 
catholic, by people from whon> one fhpuld 
have ezpeded bettqr things. At Horfens, a young 
lady of one of the beft houfes, .could not be 
perfuaded that the catholics were chriftians. 
They look upon us in the fame light ^s Jew;s 
and heathens. I do not believe that the ^ing 
of Denmark, as abfolute as his power is, in oihtif 
things, could make as great advances to tolera« 
tion, as has been done at Vienna. 

The government of Denmark is the moft 
defpotic in the univerfe. This form of govern- 
ment has its advantages and difadvantages $ 
the fmallhefs of the country renders it eafy to 
govern thus; and on the other hand^ this 
very circumftance makes the people feel more 
fevercly the weaknefs and opprefTion of it? go- 
vernors. Denmark is in truth the fmallefi: of 
all the European powers. It conuins hardly 
J, 800,000 inhabitants, Lapland, Greenland, 
and Iceland included; and the Ho^ftein- 
ers, who live in a part of Germany, hardly 
make the number two niillions in all. The 
king of Denmark's inconfie does not amount to 

above 
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above nine millions of Rhenifh florins, or twen- 
ty milUons of livres,* even with what arifcÄ 
from the paflage of the Sound, which the fea- 
fariiig nations willingly pay. He cannot cop^ 
with the eledtör of Saxony, and the eleftor of 
Bavaria is upon a footing with him. Without 
fubfidies., the king of Denmark is unable to 
maintain an army of forty thoufand men and a 
fleet of twenty £hips of the line only for a few 
years. The taxes are very high, and fome of 
them are of a fort which are met with in very 
tew countries. Here a man nciuft pay for a 
lieenfe to marry. Our government you know 
formerly raifed a tax on bachelors s but the 
Paniih and French principles of government arc 
very different. 

The cmptinefs of the treafury is the reafon 
nrfiy more projefts are entered into in Denmark 
than in any other country in the world ; but 
moft of them are only air bubbles, which arc 
in general blown away by the firft wind. The 
private intereft of the projedtor is commonly at 
the bottom of them all, and the court wants not 
only the power, but the good will to encourage 
the projeds of good patriots. The king, who is 
the only king in modern hiftory who has dif- 
tinguiflied himfejf by a public trial of his wife, 

is 

• About ;f 8^333. ' , 
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h obliged to leave a great part c^ the gorern-p 
inent to his miniften His ibp^mother, it 
b true> polTefles a great deal of coun-^craft^ 
but fliil dvc minifter$ and counfellofö hav« 
the moft: influence, Amopgft tKem> tbey« 
are conftantly cabals, intrigues^ atid revoiaQOM^ 
as you may learn from the hiftory of Str)ieti(ee) 
particularly his apology, which will make 
every man who reads it exclaimt^iSf^/i/^ iüe 
qui pYdcuL Another firft minifter has been 
lately difmiflfed. 

St. Germain was yety ill treated in Copen- 
hagen. The late king called him to his court 
with a view of having his troops better difci^ 
plined^ at a time when it was his intention to 
take part in the affairs of the north, or at leaft to 
tnakc himfelf formidable* St. Germain was 
told, that he would have the command of fifty or 
fixty thoufand men ; but when he came> he 
found hardly any foldiers excppt the guards. The 
reft confifted partly of a wild undifciplined 
militia, and partly of a number of hungry inva*- 
lids. There was no cavalry at all. The good 
king, who had only feen his troops upon paper^ 
sind probably, as he was not born for a num- 
berer of troops, had not fufHciently confidered 
them even thiere, could noteafily conceive how 
his great army Ihould hayc moul^er^d ^way by 
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St. Germain's arrivaL Seme of the miniftiy^ wbo 
goreraed the paper troops^ entertained hopes 
that St. Germain would play part of the game 
with them 5 but he was not the man for their 
purpofe, for as foon as he found out that part 
of the fums dcftined for the paynrient of the 
forces went into the purfcs of the miniftry, 
commiflaries» and offii:ers> he fet himfelf with 
his ufual determined fpirit to bring about a 
reformation. He^ however^ foon found out, 
that even if the abufes could be corrected, 
the hopes of having an army able to take part 
in the affairs of the north, mufl: continue a vaii) 
expectation. Being fatisfied, therefore, that 
where there is nothing, there can be nothing tq 
reform, he told the king, with his ufual free- 
dom, that he faw nothing in ivhich he could be 
of any ufe to his majefty ; on the contrary, he 
was only a burthen, and in his opinion, it 
would be moft advifeable vto fend him away 
again. 

The minifters were extremely happy to get 
rid of fo troublefome an infpedtor, and the 
more, becaufe they could nof eafily |iave got 
ridofhitn by a court intrigue, becaufe the king 
loved him ; for court intrigues can do but little 
againft extraordinary talents, united with a true 
Knowledge of human nature and qoyrts, where 

clpccially. 
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^(peciallyj as the cafe was here, the fovercign 
is on the fide of juftice as often as he under^ 
ftands it. After fome triflings and a great many 
vnder-hand tricks, the miniftry propofed to St. 
Gerinain to accept of a certain fum of money 
paid once for all> inflead of the promifed pen* 
fion. Nothing could be more agree;ib|e to 
him than this, as heknewdieunfteadinefsof the 
Danifli court. But he was unfortunate in the 
end, for having never paid any attention to his 
own private money matters, he thoughtlefly 
contented himfelf with a letter qf credit of fifty 
or fixty thoufand thalers, * on a merchant at 
Hamburgh, whom, on his arrival in that city,: 
he found had become a bankrupt, and was run 
away from the German ftates and territory.. 
St. GcFmain thought, to his laft hour, that the 
minifter was an accomplice in the robbery. It 
is weP known that he was maintained for ^ long 
time after by a coUe&ion made for him by the 
officers of our German troops, out of their own 
allowance. A beautiful trait in the hiftory of 
the Danifh minifters. 

Struenfee, and every pther man who had a 
grain of penetration, thought that the beft prin- 
ciples of government which the court of Den- 
mark could adopt, would be to make retrench- 
ment;^ 
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ments of the Aims expended on foreign affairs $ 
not to meddle with the difputes fubfifting be- 
tween the other German powers; to limit us 
own eflabliihment to what would fuiSice for the 
maintenance of the internal tranquillity and the 
police, and to employ all its ftrength in the 
cultivation of the wafte lands, and the promo- 
tion of induftry. This is indeed all that ex- 
perience and patriotifm united can recommend ; 
for in the prefent circumftances of the two 
countries, Denmark has nothing to apprehend 
from Sweden, or if it had^ a word from RuIEä or 
Prulfia would fet every thing to rights there. 
But on the other fide of the country, the firft 
cleftor of Germany who fliall fet himfclf to op- 
pofc an extenfion of the Danifh power, Ivolild 
reduce the country to great difficulties. The 
lofs of a fingle magazine or treafury would put 
an end to their whole war apparatus : Nay, 
even if moft of their operations did not de- 
pend upon foreign fubfidies^ they would not be 
able to keep the field long againfi: a middling 
German army. The militia of the country, in 
which the ftrength of the army principally, con- 
fiftsi is raw and unformed, and the German 
forces, which have been raifed at a great ex- 
pencci would defert the inftant they fet foot out 
of the country j for they all deteft a climate in 

which. 



irO TltArSLS TfiftODtGH QSIMTAMV« 

whiclv by rea£bn of the uipffholefomneft of die 
air, the badand ismifaal feod^ and the Iktfeatten-» 
don fliewn to their heakfa> ibej are expofed to 
periihlikeibmaiiyfteas.WheneTcrlhadoceafioffi 
to cocnrerfe widt Gecmans in the Pttüfliifenrice, 
die tears ufedto rundown their cheeka^wheiirthey 
recounted how thejr had been decoyed away by 
the critups, and defcribed the nrttferies. of their 
prefent ftate. Indeed the mftances of the extra** 
ordinary nTea:ns they hare made ufe of to get ouS 
of die detefted country are almoil: incrediUe. Be« 
fides all thb> there is a want of cavaky, which inr 
the prefent times is fo ferriceable^ and conftitutes 
a fourth part of the German armies. Inntnner- 
able fubfidies indeed would be required to put 
that of this country upon a refpeftablc footing» 
It cannot be raifed out of nothing in a mimite„ 
on the breaking outof a war; and the maintenance 
of it in time of peace demands an expence which 
t-hc rcfources of the ftatc^ with all the fubfidics 
dicy can procure, are not eqtaal to. The times arc 
paft, in which wonders could be done with 2 
handful of undiiciplined and difobedient troops^ 
who were maintained at the coft of the enemy. 
The mode of war now in ui^. requires prepar- 
ation, and a provifion fo^ fuch and fo many 
wants as wblild make the Danifli miniftcr^s hair 
ftand an end, if an account of them were to be 

fet 



t^ hcfim hmA Suppofii^ the Danilh court to 
rec«iw $ fubfidjr of cVcn a mUJäon q£ thaltars* 
p€;f ^»aien, wfcich i3 oaore thaa theFrcncii 
or Eo^iflst CQWt3 ]^YC ever given to the 
CQurc& oS Stockholm or Copenhagen^ this would 
latdly be fufficknt to enable it to keep the iieM 
oM campaign with an army of 40^ooam€n, and 
it would be completely mined by the lo& of a 
fingle battle. The fhort campaign in the Ba-- 
«arian war &€» years ago^ though »o extra- 
Qcdifiaify ftrofe& was ftruck in it^ coft the couj^i: 
ofYknioa feyenty*two milUoos of Rhenifliguit« 
diQKS^^excLufi ve of tbe fumaexpended o& pre^ous 
pveparatk>as, which are always necefiary. The 
aioiy v»s at leaft threie hundred thoufand men 
ftvong. Calculate what die proportion wiU be 
for fovty thoufand men-^but what would forty 
dKMiiand mea do> if, what however is. icnpoffible^ 
the court of Denmark alone was to carry oa 
any opera&ions for a length of time out of its 
own üecritories? The king of Prulfia would fwal- 
low up this army in a moment, let him have 
ever fo much occupation;, for it is a maxim, thati 
when amanis once engaged witk great etiemies^ 
he will do well to add leffer ones to them, as a 
fingle fbroke may get &om thefe ail that is lod 
on the other fide* What became of the Swe- 

diih 

• ;f 1,400,-000, 
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di(h army, whom French fubfidiei led into 
Pomerania» in the hft Silefian war ? And yet 
the king of Fruffia had ät that tiitie to cop«f 
with moft of the principal pöSßrert iti Eu^ 
rope; What became of the poor Saxons ? of 
the poor army of the empire ? Arid yet 
the Saxon and länperial troops were better 
I^ept^ and at leaft as well fed, as the Daniih are 
likely to be, 

Denmark cannot, like Sweden, be compelled 
in any cafe to break the neutrality, nor is it 
neceflary for it, on that account, always to main* 
tain itfelf in a refpeftable fituation. For more 
reafons than one, it has nothing to apprehend 
from Sweden, and its pofition fecures it on 
every othef fidci: Indeed, could it render its 
power ever fo refpeftable, it has nothing to ex- 
pe£b at any time by taking part in an offenfire 
war, but a great deal to lofe ; whereas the ad- 
vantages it would derive from beftowing the 
fums wafted in military preparations on the 
improvement of the country, are cohfiderable. 
I have been thus particular on this point, in 
order to convince you and your friends, that 
our court added a new folly to the many it has 
lately been guilty of, when for certain privy 
purpofes it gave fubfidies to the Dadifh courts 

The 
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/The money was in every refpedt thrown away. 
Half of it ftuck to the fingers of the Danifh mini- 
ilers and commiflaries^ and the other half was 
very ill fpent. Strong as all thefe reafons are 
againft the keeping up a great land army 
in Denmark, every day produces frefh pro- 
jefts to encourage it. The vain minifter, 
whom Struenfee has fo well depiftcd in his 
apology, will not let the world forget that Den- 
mark is a monarchy. He gives himfelf airs of 
aftonifhing confequence. A few external marks 
of refpeft from the great courts, make him 
believe that he is refpefted, whereas he is in 
faft the jeft of them all. A fingle word from 
the Ruffian miniftcr brings the whole country to 
the Emprefs's feet 5 and (he has at leaft twenty 
times more weight at Copenhagen, than either at 
Vienna or at Berlin. It will certainly be much 
more politic in Denmark to aim only at being a 
maritime power, which is more confiftent with the 
nature of the country, and the fituation of the 
people. By purfuing this plan the Danes 
might, with fome afliftance, m.ake themfelves 
formidable, or at leaft protedt their merchants 
in time of war. But the Danifh minifter 
choofcs to (hine both by fea and land. The 
navy accordingly confifts of fifty ßiips, inclu- 
ding thofe of fifty guns j however, not above fix 
t. II. I of 
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of thefc are in a condition to put to fca under 
fix or eight weeks, though fince the armed neu- 
trality they have been making all fort of prepar- 
ation to put to fea. Many (hips have been re- 
paired within thefe fix or eight years, and others 
are no longer in a reparable flate. 

The facility with which adventurers of the firft 
clafs contrive to make their way into the Danifti 
councils, and even into the miniftry, is no very 
favourable fymptomof the wifdom of this court. 
There is a proverb at Hamburgh, that when a 
man is fit for hothing elfe, he is fit for aDaniih 
privy counfellor, and may make his fortune by 
projcfts at Copenhagen. Under fuch circum- 
fl:ances much patriotifm is not to be expefted. 
Upon the whole, the Daniih government is a 
vifible proof, that defpotifm, notwithftanding 
^Jl its great apparent force, is th€ weakeft of all 
governments, when the head is not very found 
and ftrong. The minivers ride on the counfel- 
lors, the counfellors on the fecretaries, the fe- 
cretaries on their clerks, and the wives of all 
thefe on their lovers. It fometimes happens 
too that the miniftcr is governed by the coun- 
fellor, the counfellor by the clerk, and fo on ; 
all this produces an abfolute anarchy, and the 
quiet and happinefs of the country depends 
upon the throwing the handkerchief to this or. 
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that woman. It is no wonder, that in a court like 
this many cataftrophes happen fimilar to that 
which took place ten years ago. Prince Fre- 
derick, the king's brother-in-law, promifes the 
country fome hopes of better days. He feems 
to be more difpofed to do what is right, than to 
govern by fadtion or intrigue. His influence is 
however hitherto Very limited. 

On my return out of Lapland, I came hither hf 
Lübeck. That place, which formerly played fo 
great a part in the league of the Hantz cities, has 
fcarce half the importance of Hamburgh in point 
cither of population, riches, or trade* The Danifh 
minifter fets his whole force againft this place, 
as he has only Hamburgh and it to fear. At 
Lübeck, however, his principal operations are 
confined for the prefent, for though he makes 
the poor town feel what he would do by every 
petty injury in his power, he dares not hitherto 
come to open hoftilities, as it is protefted by 
the emperor and the dates of the empire. He 
is therefore compelled to change his fiege into a 
kind of blockade. The bond of union betwixt 
the German imperial towns operates much 
more forcibly with regard to foreign pow- 
ers, than is commonjy imagined -, and the ar« 
tide in the emperor's coronation oath, not 
to allow of any' diminution of the empire, is 
1; a main«^ 
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maintained in its full force under Jofeph the 
Second. It is indeed this article which com* 
pels our court to treat the fmall princes its 
, neighbours who border on Germany with much 
more attention and refpe& than it fhews towards 
the other fovereign ftates in its neighbourhood. 
It would not darc> for inftance, to a£t towards 
the imperial flate of Spires, as it has lately doiie 
towards Geneva^ where it interpofed with fuch 
great effed^ after having formally renounced 
the mediation» and having hardly any bond of 
union with the city. 



LETTER LVIII. 

Hanoveh 

AL L the country, dear brother, which lays 
to the north and north-weft of this, and 
^s watered by the Elbe and the Embs, is partly 
fand, and partly mud and morafs. Indeed the 
mud which is thrown up by the fea and rivers, 
is looked upon here as a paradifaical earth, as it 
affords the inhabitants bread and hay, whilft the 
higher countries are nothing but fand. Here, 
rrty dear brother, a man perceives, for the firft time, 
I ' the 
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the blcflings of a mountainous country. Through 
the whole road, from Hamburgh to Embdcn, 
and from thence through a great part of Weft- 
phalia to this place^ I did not fee a fingle 
hill> a fingle laughing landfcape^ fhady foreflj 
beautiful wood, or, in brief, any of the things 
which can give a fillip to life. In Wcft- 
phalia I faw large heaths which were dill more 
barren than thofe of Jutland. The whole coun« 
try has been fubjeft to revolutions. It is a bot- 
tom of fand, which the rivers from the higher 
parts of Germany have formed, and to which 
they are conftantly adding. In fome parts the 
fea adds a quantity of mud, and in others en- 
tirely demolifhes the barriers oppofed to it, fo 
that the inhabitants have conftantlv to contend 
with the w^ter and frogs. The riyers overflow 
every year, and lay the country for many miles 
under water. The innundations of the Wefcr 
are, particularly terrible. When they happen, 
the cities and villages areas it were in the midft 
of a fea, and feem to form fo many iflands. The 
confequences of this are agues, colds, and fe- 
vers, which would commit vaft rayages amongft 
the poor people, were it not that cuftom renders 
them hardy, and that they are in the habit of 
warming their in fides well with brandy. To a 
ftranger, however, the country muft be ex- 
1 3 trcmely 
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trcmcly unwholcfom^ in winter and fpring* 
' The inhabitants arc all through of the fnail or- 
der, yellow fkinncd, foft fleflied, and full of 
wrinkles. Their fqiall round figures are very 
ftriking when you compare them to the tall 
long Germans of the fouthcrn parts. You hardly 
ever fcp rofy cheeks among the men of the 
country, and but very feldom among the women. 
They live here as in Denmark, failor-liUej, 
upon fhell-fi(h, (which they render yery pala-. 
table) fiih, fruits, and brandy, of which laft the 
wives of the cpmmpn people take large bum- 
pers . Of the fine fruits and excellent vegetable^ 
which the other Germans, particularly the Sua- 
bians and inhabitants about the Rhine^^ are fo fond 
of, they know nothing* The people are ftupid, 
naturally melancholy, and generally ipeaking 
dirty ; they are not, however, particularly in i;hc 
Hanoverian country, fo ferocious and ill- 
natured as the Panes. Many of the farmers 
here are very rich. The facility with which 
they difpofe of their crpp^ the great fertility 
of their marlhes, their fifheries, the great extent 
of land they poffefs amongft the heaths, (which 
may always be ufcd for paftures) and the 
government, which is ever yery gentle, fe- 
cure them advantages which the inhabitants of 
many countries inwhich nature has poured out all 

her 
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her abundance^ do not enjoy. In many part» 
of Wcftphalia I faw no fmall villages, but the 
whole country belonged to fome great landlords, 
whofe eftates reached many miles in circumfer- 
ence. There are, however, likewife fome very 
finall farmers. Thofe particularly who dwell 
on this fide the Wefer, about Bremen and Del- 
menhorft, appear in general not to be in very 
good circumftances..<^*In many places they have 
Ifhcir cattle in their houfes ; and I have been 
twice forced to reft upon a ftraw btSd amongft the 
cows, which is indeed an accident t;hat is fure 
to happpn to a knight-errant of my complexion, 
as foon as he goes a ftep out of the great roads. 
In the fmall villages there are no inns, and a 
man is forced to put up with the fmall farmers, 
who have nothing to fet before him but brandy 
and potatoes, or fome faked bacon, and brown 
bread made of bran, I cannot conceive how 
our troops did to exift in thisj country during 
the laft Silefian war, 

Bremen is a very rich city, containing about . 
five and twenty thoufand inhabitants. It drives a 
very large trade for iron, flaxj^ hemp, and linen, 
with France, England, Spain, and Portugal, 
and in return takes back other provifions, with 
which it fupplies Weftphalia and the countries 
»bout Hanover, It alfo get§ a great deal by 

14 it* 
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its fifhcrics 5 the trade for blubber with the fouth 
of Germany is very confiderable* Stiff and 
füllen as the inhabitants of the country are in 
general, you meet with fome very fociable and 
converfable people amongft them. 

Embden is by no means fo fine a place as 
Bremen. The king of Pruflia has taken an 
everlafting diflike to the inhabitants of this 
city, whOj to fay the truth, when taken in the 
lump, are not a very amiable people. They 
are very remarkable for their lazinefs and infen^ 
fibility. It was a great while b(:fore the good 
endeavours of the king to turn this people to 
commerce and (hip-building were attended with 
any fuccefs. The Eaft India Company, which 
he had eftablifhed at a great expence in this city, 
was ruined within afew years of its ere£tion, and 
certain republican prejudices, which the burghers 
of this city affefted, rendered all the king's other 
efforts for a time ineffcftual. At length the 
aAivity and wifdom of the government, at- 
tended with fome fortunate circumftances, got 
the better of the impediments to that extepfion 
of commerce for which the city is particularly 
well fituatedv The herring fifhery, which the 
king took every ftcp in his power to encourage, 
brings in large fums of money every year. The 
American war affiftcd the king's deßgns very 

much. 
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inuch> and the trade of the place now begins 
to be very flourifliing. Embdcn imports many 
Weftphalian linens to the fouth countries^ and 
provides a part of Weftphalia with Ipices and 
wines. They have alfo a confiderable trade in 
cheefe. Their harbour is extremely good. 

The duchies of Oldenburg and Delmen* 
horft, which the king of Denmark, at the delire 
of the Ruffian court, exchanged for a part of 
Holftein^ with a prince of Gottorp, naw make 
^ very good principality, which coiitaips feventy- 
five tho^fapd people, and yields eve^y year 
about four hundred thoufand Rhenifh guilders *• 
It is from all thefe countries, but particulaiiy 
from Friefland, that they procure the ftrong 
fiiie coaqh-horfcs who trot fo proudly over the 
pavement of many Italian cities, and are fomc- 
times, thpugh feldom^r, met with iij France, 
TThe court of Peterfburgh buys up Several of 
thefe horfes to mount its heavy cayalry, who 
look very formidable on this terrible catdc. 
The Dutch cuirafliers are fupplied from Hoi- 
ftein, and in truth the horfes of that coun^ 
try are preferable to thofe of Friefland and 
Oldenburg for this fervice, as with the fame 
^rcngth they connedt more alacrity , and life, 

JHanover, confider it in what light you will, i} 
, a very 

f forty thoufancj pounds. 



12Z TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 

a very fine city/ The number of its inhabit 
tants is about twenty thou fand. There are very 
good focieties hcre^^ to which the officers con- 
tribute not a little. The nobility is as polifhed 
and refined in its manners as that of apy other 
German city. The country, which hereabouts 
begins to be more eleyatcd, is not quite fo ugly 
ai the deeper country round the Wefer. Prinoc 
Frederick, the king's fecond fon, rcfidcs here 
at prefent, and makes a particular circle of the 
inhabitants yery happy. |ie is bifhop of Ofna- 
burg, which principality produces him, yearly^ 
• a revenue p{ one hundred and eighty thoufand 
Rhenifh florins. Having come to this very 
early in Kfc, and his indulgent farther having 
given up tp him, when he comes of age> all 
the province of the bilhopric, without any de* 
duftion whatever, he will have an income 
of three millions of florin s^i Qr three hundred 
thoufand pounds. They wilh and hppe here, 
that in procefs of time he will be declared go^ 
vemor of his father*s pofleflions in this country, 
and refide conftantly. His great income will 
make this a confiderable advantage to the 
city in point of intereft, and his wonderful edu- 
cation gives the whole country hopes of a wife 
and gentle adminiftration. 

Though 
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Though fome parts of the clcftorate of 
Hanover arc very fertile, yet, upon th^ \vholc, 
it U the moft miferable part of all Germany* 
It is about feven hundred German miles in cir- 
cumference, but hardly contains fcyen hundred 
^Oufand inhabitants; nay, fome think this ii^ 
going too far, for though they have numbered 
one hundred thoufand houfes, our commiflari^ 
in the laft war, who numbered the people, 
could not make more of them than five hun- 
<ired thoyfirid fouls in all the Hanoverian 
dominions. But put them at feven hundred 
thoqfand, ftiU you will find no other country of 
the like extent in all Germany, which does not 
contain rnpre than one thoufand fouls for every 
fquaremjlc. The difference betwixt Hanover 
and Suabia, Saxqny, Auftria, Bohemia, and the 
other parts of Germany, is ftill more confider- 
able ; for each of thefe ftates has two thoufand 
five hundred fouls for every fquare mile, and fome 
of them mu^h more. The caufe of the flender 
population is almoft intirely owing to nature. 
The cou^itry abounds in fand-heaths, which it 
is almoft impoflible to cultivate. Almoft the 
whole country between Hamburgh and this 
place is a deep fand. The diflFerence in point of 
riches is ftill more confiderabie. The whole re- 
venues of Hanover amount only to four hundred 

and 
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and eighty thoufand guilders i of which the 
Qiines in the Harts alone contribute one hun« 
<Jred thoufand« The country belonging to the 
ele&or of Saxony, which is very little larger, 
bring in nearly as much again* 

The government of this country is gentle« 
The great offices of ftate are held by aftive and 
Enlightened patriots. Nothing is known here 
of extorting money from the poor. Little of 
the money of this country goes to London i 
but almoft the whole is fpent in the improve- 
ment of the country. The army, which confumes 
the grcatcft part of it, is large, and confifts of ' 
twenty thoufand me». They are the beft fed 
of all the German troops, but are not near fo 
well difciplined as either the Fruflian or Ai^y 
ftrian armies. This, however, is the fofteft of 
all the German governments, and there is a . 
fpirit of liberty throughout, which is a ftrong 
con traft to what you meet with in other parts 
of the country. I had hardly been three days 
here when I made an excurfion to Brunfwick. 
Germany has few princes of whom it has fo 
much right to be proud, as of this. It was with 
a kind of enthufiafm that I looked upon one of 
the fiffl. heroes of Germany, though he had 
becjome fuch at our expence. The reigning 
duke is one of the firft generals of the Pruf- 

fian 
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"fian army. He is a confummate ftatefman,and 
the favourite of the king of Pmffia. I need 
onljr mention prince Ferdinand to you, to con- 
vince you how glad I muft have bteii to fee 
him. He is only known to you as -a terrible 
enemy j but his good heart, his extended un* 
dcrftanding, his aftive zeal for the interefl: of 
mankind as far as his fphere reaches, and Kis 
a£fability towards every man 5 would foon make 
you forget that he was your enemy, if you 

-knew him better* 

Brunlwick is the rendezvous of the öerman 
free-mafons, at the head of whom the prince is. 
Moft of the protcftant princes in Germany are 
membel-s of this numerous order. It is not 
long fince the fyftem of the German lodges has 
been fixed, and that they have acquired a kind 
of confiftency. Germany in general is much 
indebted to this order, as it is certainly owing 

,to mafonry diat many of its princes have be- 
come much more affable and gentle in their 
manners than they were before. 

Four princes of this illuftrious houfe fought 
in the laft Silefian war, for the honour and free- 
dom of Germany. The youngcft of them, only 
feventeen years of age, difed '^covered with 
wounds, under a heap of KTuflars, who had 
been the witneffes of his valour, and whom he- 
comforted to his latcft breath. Probably you 

may 
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may not know that diis is the elder /branch of 
thehoufe.of Brunfwick, and that'iKe king of 
Great Britain defcends from a younger foni 
Brunfwick is a very handfotne city. It carries 
on a very thriving trade, and has a great num* 
ber of manufaftures. The number of inhabi- 
tants, amongfl: whom you meet with exceeding 
good company, confifts of at leaft twenty-four 
thoufand. The whole incomt of the prefent 
4uke is eftimated at one million three hundred 
thoufand Rhenifli florins^ or one hundred and 
thirty thoufand pounds» 



mm 
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CaffcU 

THAT ideal beauty, my dcareft brother, 
which dances , before the eyes of otir 
artifts, though it fo often vanifhes linder their 
pencils, was certainly never taken from Ger- 
many. All the human figures you meet with 
between this place and the Northern and Eaft- 
ern Seas, are fo far from poffeffing Tt, that there 
are no lines of it to be difcovcred amongft 
them» 

You 
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You would in vain lode for a girl's body 
rcfcmbliflg the Grecian model. There arc, 
it is true, faces enough with very foft ftrokes in 
them, but they all want the Greek profile aild 
fpirit. Nor has the fine white flefh the firmnefs 
iflfeparable from a truly fine form. 

In the lower parts of the Elbe and Wefer, 
you fee indeed fome fnow bofoms, and fomc 
lily and rofy cheeks, but they foon vanifli when 
the girls have once pafied their bloom, and 
the whole is fo fiat and lifelefs, that you can- 
not give it the name of a fine form. Even 
amongft t^ic Saxons, the fairefl: creatures 
under the fun who are not Grecians, you 
feldom meet with a face which has any ap- 
pearance of ideal beauty 5 and yet thefe are in 
the north, what the women of Florence are in 
the fouth, and far exceed all their country- 
women, in life and fpirit. 

The men of the north are equally dcftitutc 
of ideal beauty. Winckelman, himfelf, think« 
that better models for the ftudy of male beauty 
are to be met with in Naples and Sicily, than 
amongft his countrymen the Saxons, though 
they are, without any comparifon, the hand- 
fomcft of the northern nations. 

It is well known that no German will attempt 
tx> vie with the inhabitants of the fouthern 

countries 
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countries in point of beauty ; but when you 
ttll a German that the rnhabitailt» of the fouth 
arc ftrohger and more dutably built than thofc 
of the noith^ they look upon this as a great 
paradox—* and yet ftfength is the principal 
point of manly beauty .• HaVe you ever ßen 
a Sicilian wrcftle with art Hanoverian or Weft- 
phalian? I confider wreftling as the greateft 
proof of ftrength. I alfo believe that yoti' 
would not find in all the north a porter like the 
Genoefe or Neapolitan carrier, that is, a man 
able to carry four hundred pounds weight fof 
a confiderable way. ' Nor do I think that if 
both were put into the fame circumftances, as 
much could be done with German troops as 
with Spanifh ones. We are not now to confider 
that in the prefent days the latter are fo much 
excelled in difcipline ; for in Charles the Fifth's 
time they were both alike. But the German 
troops in Spain and Italy ferved only once i and 
few of the armies which the emperorjs carried 
into Italy with them ever came home. On the 
contrary, the Spaniards under Charles the Fifth 
fought many battles with great reputation on 
the Rhine, as well as in Holland, the climate 
of which is fo different from their own ; they 
fliewed more valour, and bore more fatigues 
than the inhabitants themfelves, who muft havd 

been 
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been fubdued had it not been that they were 
aflifted by external circumftancesj and that the 
prince of Orange's ipiritdid more than all the 
Mynheers put together. 

The national pride of the Germans has led 
them to give themfelves a pre-eminence over 
the fbuthern nations, which hiftory, nature and 
appearances^ equally give the lye to. They 
imagine that underfianding, courage, a6tivity> 
ftrength, and liberty, are the natural appendages 
of their thick and foggy air ; and that the 
ibuth is the natural habitation of ftupidity, in- 
dolence, cowardice, and tyranny* On the con- 
trary, confider what is depofed by hi/lory, ap-^ 
pearances, and nature. Hißory teaches us that 
light is come into the world from the fbuth ; 
appearances teach us that the Spaniards and 
Italians are much more frugal in eating and 
drinking, and probably too in the enjoyments 
of love than the Germans, amongft whom we 
include the Danes, the Swedes, the Ruffians, 
and the Poles: and nature teaches us that 
bodily and mental beauty are commonly to be 
found where the great creator of the bodies of 
men has appointed the fined forms, and the 
greateft llrength« Let us examine this pofition 
a little more fully : Compare the underftandings 
of men, as they arc more and more removed 

VOL, ni. K from 
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from the happy ;air of Greece, Afia Mioor, ;ind 
Italy, till ,you come €o the North Pole» mA you 
will find 'that nature does not fi>ffer the in- 
habitants of the coaft of Barb^y^ the Ardbs» 
the people of the coaft 4Ä <Suiiiea, and the 
AbyiTinians, to fmk into the fame degree of in^ 
dolence and, cowardice as the Gneenlanders^ the 
Samoyedeßj and the Laplanders* What affco* 
nißiihg proofs do the negroes give ^s of bodily 
ftrength, courage, and coolneis of icktrepidity.; 
A fure. fign that the warm and genial air of the 
feuth, raifes htiman nature, ftnd that the bitter 
and ^old blafls of the north deprefs it« 

But perhaps you will tell me that at prefent 
ihe.i^babitants of the north, excel thofe of the 
fouth. I allow it j but it proves nothing more 
than that religion, manners, and governments 
have more influence, over Tnen than climate« 
But thefe very manners, cuftoms, and arts of 
government, which in the prefent century give 
the north fuch an advantage over the fouth, 
catne originally from the fquth. What arc 
our republics more than:copies of the Greek 
and Roman ? Crippled as our legiQation is, in 
comparifon of thofeof Carthage, JEgypt, Rome, 
and Athens, it is only ^sdiat we have been able 
to gather out of che Tu'ms of thofe ilates» 
Have the Pruflian tadics. any thing betrrr i» 

'. . them 
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them than the Macedonian phalanx was ? Can 
any one be farprifed that the people who dwelt 
near the Elbe and Wefer, fhould have over- 
come Varus, when we fee that the North 
Americans, by nature the moft cowardly, and 
at the breaking out of the war the moft undi- 
fciplined people upon earth, are able; by the 
advantages of their woods, rivers, pools, and 
the extent of their uncultivated country, to op- 
pofe all the force Great Britain can bring 
againft them ? And yet the climate of North 
America is not fo adverfe to the Englifli, as 
that of the fouth of Germany muft have been 
to the Romans ; nor was Germany at that time 
nearly fo well cultivated as North America now 
is ? Let a mart conceive Varus's army on the 
river St. Lawrence, lake Superior, the lake of 
the Illinois, and the upper regions of the 
Mifliflippi, and ftill he will have no true idea 
of their fituation in Germany. They were far 
from poffefling the facilities of providing for 
*the exigencies of war, which they would have 
had in North America. Germany was at that 
time an uninterrupted wood; its rivers were 
not confined within a ftanding bed, bur in fevc- 
ral places formed immenfe morafles, too many 
and too vifible marks of ^hich ftill remain. 

K 2 The 
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The inhabitants of Germany, who afterward« 
fubducd the fouth, were no doubt indebted for. 
this advantage to the wars which the Romans 
had before waged againft them, juft as the 
Turks and North Americans have become 
good foldiers by their wars with the Ruffians 
and Britons. What think you if any body had 
told the Scipios that feme time or other the 
conquerors of Rome fhould come out of the 
Hercinian forefts ? would they have attri- 
buted any thing to the climate ? No, they would 
have anfwered that the manners, conftitutiori, 
and armies of Rome muft firft be changed i 
and that was the cafe. 

But what became of thefe northern conquer- 
ors when the luxury of the inhabitants of the 
fouth had fubdued their natures, and made them 
vaflals to them ? Were they not like the over- 
flowings of their own rivers, which thaw after a 
long froft, and lay wafte the fields far and near 
with ice and fand ? All the conquerors of the 
fouth, enlightened and ere£led\ whereas all the 
conquerors of the north darkened and fulled 
down ? This was the cafe both before and after 
the Roman aera. The Babylonians and Egyp- 
tians, fuppofing the accounts of the expeditions 
of the latter to be true, were benevolent con- 

qucrorsj 
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querors, like the Greeks and Macedonians. 
But what were the Scythians ? The Arabs 
fprcad arts, fciences, and humanity, wherever ^ 
they extended their power. But what darknefs 
cnfued when the northern Turks had extended 
the bounds of their empire ? It is a ftriking 
inftance of the bodily weaknefs of the northern 
nations, that they always become enervated as 
foon as they have been fome time in the fouth, 
which they never could cope with long; 
whereas no hiftory informs us of the climate 
of the north ever having been fatal: to the 
ftrength and aftivity of the Romans. How did 
Caefar's troops hold out in Gaul, Britany, and 
Holland ? How did the Ronnans behave under 
the emperors on the Rhine, the Danube, and 
the neighbourhood of the Elbe and Wefer ? 
You tell us it is the climate which prevents the 
northern people from being hardy in the fouth. 
But Were the Romans effeminate when their 
forefathers eat oatmeal pap ? Were the Spar- 
tans or Macedonians effeminate ? The generality 
of the Spaniards and Italians of this day, are by 
no means a weak people. It is not therefore the 
climate alone which makes the difference. It 
is rather the weak nervous fyftem of the north* 
cm nations which renders them unable to bear 
«^3 the 
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the cöatraft of the hot days and cold nights, 
which braces up the ftrong-built natives; nor 
can they fupport the change made in: their 
way of life. The great bodies of the Dutch, 
Danes, and Poles, are bare lumps of fleflx and 
bones, the former of which is difguftingly 
flabby. On the other hand, the lighter Italians, 
as well as the darker Spaniards, are more 
finewy, and more mufcular, which is the ti!ue 
charafter of bodily ftrength. Nor arc the 
minds of the northern nations lefs weak than 
their bodies. A proof of it is, their never 
having been able to eftablifh lafting empires 
in their fouthern conquefts. Their kingdoms 
were a bare accident of fortune, and they never 
had felicity of genius enough to form plans or 
knit the focial band. How differently did the 
nations of the fouth, particularly the Romans, 
manage their conquefts ? juft as if they were 
ftill a frelh people, and had known nothing of 
fciences or arts ! 

In general nature difplays far different vigour, 
a far more magnificent fpirit of creation in the 
fouth, than what fhe does in the northern pro- 
vinces. What riches, and variety, and ftrength^ 
is in the vegetable kingdoms of the fouth .^ The 
Ihrub which furniflies the balfam of Mecca, 
and the plants from Ceylon and the Molucca 

iflandsj 
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iflands, fhame the unfruitfulnefs of the earth 
near the poles j and the vigour of nature feems 
evidently to dccreafe in proportion as we 
recede from the equator. Out favoury fruits 
have all come to us from the fouth; and the 
better tailed and more fpirited they are the lefs 
able arc they to bear the north* The nobler fruits, 
juft like the generous wines, v/hich gladden 
and make ftrong the heart of man, cannot take 
root in the north. In the fame manner in the 
mineral kingdom, nature Ihews herfclf more 
venerable in the Ibuth, than fhe does in the 
north. — And in the animal world ! How very 
different are the beafts of the fouth to thofe 
of the north ! Why then Ihould not nature, 
which weaves every thing elfe more ftrongly 
in a warm climate, alfo weave man mor^ 
ftrongly there ? It is true, indeed, that under- 
ftanding and morals are no exclufivc property 
of any ftrip of land. They depend on lav^ 
cuftoms,. education, and government j which 
may, and often dp^ render the aitiflcial man 
fuperior to the natural one. But the natural 
underftanding awakes fooner from its Oeep ia 
a warm country, than it does in a cold one. 
Under a warrp fun abftraft ideas are much 
quicker formed. The fenfes are much clearer 
here 5 and the underftanding depends on 
K 4 the 
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the quicknefs of the fcnfes. Imagination» 
which is fo connedted with all the operations 
of the fun, has more force in Sicily than in Ice^ 
land. The firft force of the impreilions made 
by the fcnfes, give the powers of the mind an 
alacrity in the Ibuthern countries, which is the 
true charafter of genius, and which the inha- 
bitants of the north cannot reach by any cold 
abftraftions which they may arrive at, from their 
manners, cuftoms, or government. Nor 
are the fine moral feelings fo independant of 
the fine fenfual ones, as fome philofophers, who 
know little of human nature, are willing to 
imagine. The Germans, who charge the 
French, Italians, and all the fouthern nations, 
with indolence, flavery, and debafement of 
mind, forget that the Siberians and Kamtfchat* 
dales, amidft their almoft eternal ices and 
fnows, are» according to the accounts of all 
travellers, the moft cowardly, moft fenfual, 
ipoft debafed, and moft ^nflaved people upon 
earth. Nor can the glow of liberty be fo tho- 
roughly ftifled in Italy as it is in feveral north- 
ern countries, which appear the feat of de- 
fpotifmj nay, the governments of France and 
Spain themfelves, are not fo defpotick as many 
Germans pleafe themfelves in believing them 
to be. The clear and dry air of the fouth, 

elevates 
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elevates the foul juft as it gives tdne to the 
nerves. All the pcrfons who have breathed a 
fine weftern air in the mountains^ fpeakof feeU 
ings which they knew not in the plains. So 
the air of the fouth of Europe is^ as different 
from that of the north, as the aii: of the Swtfs 
Alps is different from that of the plains. As a 
proof of this, the heftic Englifli go to Nifmes, 
Nice, Pifa, and Naples, to repair their Ibattered 
conftitutionis. 

But it is true, after all, that the inhabitants of 
the Elbe and Wefer, though thus abandoned by 
nature, exceed the Sicilians and Neapolitans 3$- 
much in flrength of mind, as they are outdone 
by them in bodily ftrength and beauty« It is 
true ; and what then ? The liberal citizen of 
the world admires the omnipotence of govern^ 
ment, which is able to raife men fo far above 
their natural fituation, or to (ink them fo deep 
below it ; but he does not therefore allow him* 
felfto contrad: illiberal prejudices againll any 
nation. He congratulates the northern nations 
upon their having made themfelves what they 
are, and rejoices that they are every day be- 
coming greater and greater ; but he does not. 
forget that the people of the fouth were fooner 
great, and that the arts of cultivation^ and Mght 
of all kinds came from them. 

Tou 
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^ You ^inil oafiiy perceive, from the nature erf" 
thefe i|»eculatioii9) diac they were made* ii^ tht 
pbä^waggon. Mycompanycorififtedof afi«fr»'of 
»n; Oldienburghde^er m horfes^a^clodpok Eir6* 
fnm broker^ and a pretty femak pkce of Sdh> 
mere deadflefb, lying before me on the ftiaw. 
There was not a imrd fpoke ail the way froik 
GMtingen heire *, 16 chat if tbe väv/d^ ^f JiA^f? ftm4 
bad not been nowafxtthea imeprup^ed bycougk» 
ing, fneezing, belching, and the like, 1 ibomki 
irotr have known that I had company wicR me. 
* Ac G€)tti«geft I vifited feveral profeflbrs, to 
'«thom I cannot refufe my vtnioQ: veneraAion, 
but who were alt fa coaviaced of the cultivatbn 
ef Germany, and fa fi>re let againft us South* 
landers, that I did not know how to reconcile it 
with their knowledge of mankind« All thefe 
gentlemen fpoke to me of the political and lite- 
rary (Ituation of their own country with a ve-« 
tieratian which often b<M^dered osk the* ricticulous. 
This arifes partly from national pride, partly 
frocu partiality to their own country, and 
partly from true rank Cbarlafani/m. Thefe 
gentlemen look upon our govermen« äs the 
quintcffence of defpotifm, our academies as 
hoipitals for fook, our foldiers as women, and 
our writers, to whom however, as appears 
from their writings, they are fo much indebted, 

as 
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as petit maitres. Ib a ifrc^^ t^y eanfider tfait 
ibudias the kia^om of d-arkaefs anid tjf^aimy; 
and^Uow cnore &nfe aiad ki&iowlcdge ef thutg^ 
to the Danes, Swedes^ aad Ruffians^ thi« ti> jjm 
moft re;^e£bibk people in (he &u&. I^.tval 
this abfurdity which gave rub to my fpocvim^ms 
in the poft waggon, which were howei^r mack 
intcrrupt-ed by ftrong jolta. Anaoogft other pav» , 
feas I vißtedrhere was YmfdBEor S^hißS^r^ .whom 
I found unjuft towards. uSj om of m&st pa^rgr 
motives. Poflibly there are few hiftcM-iaJis m . 
the world who know fo many hiftorical fa^as^ 
this gentleman does» I foiind a mofl: unex- 
pedted and extraordinary fund of knowledges 
of modem hiilory about him. He pofiefies an 
infinite number of living languages. Hh hu- 
mour, which is fomewhat too iharp and fatyri- 
cal> does not always make him amiable, ^« 
private man, but often produces vtry good 
efFefts as a writer. What he is mcrfl diftin- 
guilhed by is his journal. It is publiüied under 
ihe name of Political Letters, and is one of the 
moft generally fpread about in Germany, and 
other neighbouring countries, though Mr* 
Linguet has thought proper to call it pm 
(onnu. It is not like the Englifli, Dutch, and 
French journals, which conüft moftly of. decia-^ 
mation^ and refieAions^ which are commonly 

founded 
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/ounded on falfe fads and fälie reafoning. 
SchloiTer's journal contains for the moft part 
only records, to which he fomctimes adds fliort 
notes, always intercfting, and fometimes very 
fcverc, but for the collection of which future 
hiftorians will be obliged to him. Falfe fads 
fometimes flip in, but thefe are generally refti- 
fied in the courfe of time ; and upon the whole, 
there is no work from which a man may gather 
ijic prefent ftate of politics, particularly thofe of 
one part of Germany, fo well as from this. It 
contains numerous lifts of the population and 
income of many German ftates, and alfo of their 
agriculture and induftry. As Mr* Schlofler is 
particularly bent on hunting down the follies 
and fultanifm of German princes, together with 
abfurdities, barbarity, and monkifm, he is 
not wanting in interefting anecdotes, which 
often give occafion to ftill more interefting ex- 
planations. This journal may indeed be con- 
fidered as one of the fureft bars againft the 
tyranny of the leficr princes of Germany : And 
it is certainly known that it has produced great 
effeds in feveral courts. Perfons of the firft 
rank, and often princes themfclves, fend the 
author papers. The plan of this journal is as 
advantageous to the editor as it is to the public. 
It fupports itfclf by the contributions of ftran- 

gers. 
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gersa 2uid is not odious by any felfUh or party 
remarks of the editors s all works of knowledge 
are acceflible to the author^ and the lefler 
princes who have any Ihame left are compelled 
to ftand in fear of the ftrong cenfor who pub* 
lickly expofes their fhame. Mr. Schloffer 
makes ufe of all the freedom which the place <^ 
his refidence allows him -, and he often gives 
vefy interefting accounts of other countries be- 
fidcs Germany in his journal. The reputation 
of the work encreafes every day more and more, 
and he may be aflurcd that he will fopn be uni- 
verfally read in his native country. In my 
own opinion^ a fingle number of this work has 
more merit than all Linguet's Annals put toge- 
ther^ at leaft it contains more truth. This 
journal marks, the learned charafter of the 
Germans extremely well. In the German hif- 
torians and politicians there appears no marks 
\ of the acute obfervation, the piercing conjefture, 
and the elegant portraitures of men and man- 
ners» which diflinguifh the Engliih hiftorians 
and politicians. Every thing with them is 
made up of dry matter of faft, which they en- 
deavour to eftablifli fo as to fet it above the 
power of attack. The genuine lover of truth, 
who loves it for itfelf, and docs not dcfire a 
particle of wit to be fpent in its fupport, had 

rather 



^4^ T^äA^wLs TsoMutm tsEitmAvr. 
tai^rretd a drjr ^ft of jK>pukti0n in Sehlofler's 
U^evBy «hen all the pompoos d^lamations of 
the EngliQi travellers and politicians,, who are 
«ften brought to Ihamc by a few cyphers they 
read in this book. In every part «of literature 
the Germans diftinguifli thcmfclves from other 
nations in the fame way. 

Gottingen is a puetty litde city, containing 
about eighty thoufand fouls, the territory about it 
ispleafanter,and produces more than that of any 
t>ther part of Hanover I havefcen. it ftibfifts 
entirely by the univerfity, which rs one of the 
beft I have feen. There are Ruffian, Danrfii, 
Swedifh, and Englifh, * as well as German 
ftudcnts in it. The ftudents here are about 
•eight hundred, and the profeflbrs, including 
the dancing and fencingmafters, are about fixty. 

The king of Great Britain Ipares no expencc 
to bring thefe higher fort of fchbols into repute, 
llie library, which is kept up at his expence, 
and is always encreafing, is as numerous as it is 
well difpofed. The phyfical apparatus, aftro- 
nomical inftruments, the colleftion of natura;! 

hiftory, 

* The Ei^jUfii hav6y I am informed, beea lately almoft 
baQifhedj at leaft the profeflbrs do not deüre the company 
^f young men fo totally lofb to what oiight to be the gioxy of 
youÄg men as they for the moft part arc» 
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^liilory, the chirugical inftrumezits, the botoMOsi 
garden, every -thing» in a word, befpeaks rc^ 
care. 

The way, in the Pnoteftant univerfitiea, ^f 
going ^hro^gh all the fciences in half-y.carly 
courfes, which difplea&d Mn Prlati To much^ 
has my full approbation. Tiiough it nuy be 
calculatedfbrtthe advantage of the pockets^thc 
profcffors, thefcholars lofe nothing by k. Nß 
fciences 4ire tborcugbly learned at any univcrfity. 
All that can he done^ and that is done, is to give 
the ftudent the elements of them, to let him 
have a notion of the parts of the building, and 
ikew him the -eafieft way of coming at it. It 
depends upon him afterwards to travel the 
whole >of the road. If the young man lays his 
foundation right, the half year'3 courfe is as 
profitable to him as it is to the mafter. It 
fpares his tinje and money. When a young mam 
comes here they commonly lay a Programma 
before hini, in which all the arts are difpofed 
according to their natural order, and likewife 
aiccording to their connexion with each other.. 
In confequence of this it happens not unfre- 
quently that^ a ftudent attends fix or feven 
courfcs in a day. What then ? you will tell 
ific "he will only be confined by the variety of 

knowledge. 
4 



144 TftAVELS THROUGH GBRMAMT. 
)cnowIedge. I believe not. The generality of 
young men will not be at the pains of digging 
deep for themfelves. Le£kures make a deeper 
impreflion on the mind than the filent medi- 
tation of a clofet* We muft likewife conlider 
that the profeflbrs are able to give the marrow 
andrelult of the whole, 

I do not approve of the Icftures being paid for 
by the ftudents. It is true, that it tends to keep 
up the fpirit and emulation of the profeflbrs ; but 
their independence of the ftudents, were it other- 
wife, would in my opinion be attended with 
much more beneficial confequences. All that 
can leflen the reverence of the fcholar towards 
the matter ought to be avoided with the greateft 
caution. The fhidens arc, it is true, for the 
moftpart, well educated young men ; but ftill 
they are too young to know how to efteem a 
man of merit according to his real abilities» 
Too much reverence for him that teaches 
feldom does any harm to him that is to be 
taught. In fhort, cabals, confpiracies, with a 
number of inferior artifices, to which good men 
Ibmetimes condefcend, for the fake of a few 
guilders, but which leflen them in the eyes of 
Öie ftudents, are the confcquence of this part 
of the plan« 

When 
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When Mr. Pilati fays that the Germans treat 
all the fciences only in a compendious way, he 
fliews himfelf quite ignorant of the method 
adopted by the public profeffors, at Icaft by 
thofe of this place. Almoft every profcflbr 
(Tompofes a plan of his leftures, which ferves his 
hearers for a lyllabus of what they are to be taught. 
You cannot properly call this a compend of 
fcience, in the fcnfe you affix to this name, 
when you give it to Bofluet's Introduction to 
Univerfal Hiftory. It is neither miore nor lefs 
than an account of the method which every man 
for himfelf purpofes to ufe in teaching his fcho- 
lars a fcience. Another objcft, with thofe who 
make the moft of their induftry, is to lend or 
fell this manufcripf for a few louis d'ors. It is 
true indeed, that fome have taken fo much pains 
with thefefyllabufes, that they may pafs for com- 
pendia; but it does not follow from thence 
that the literati of Germany, who are not, it 
muft be remembered, all proteÖ-ants, treat all 
the fciences compendioufly. Some of thefe 
fyllabufes, which have gone beyond their origi- 
nal defign, and are become compendia, arc 
mafter- pieces of more value than fcveral works 
in folio ; and, taken in general, are an evident 
fign that the Univerfity of Gottingen poffeffes 
fcveral moft valuable men. Upon the whole, 

VOL. Hi. L the 
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the diiorou^ üctdom of opisuon whicii is eftab« 
liihed here, the abfence of the «notioiia and abluid 
fyftems which keep otJier wiiver&ties in bon- 
dage, together wich an-enli^tened and gent)e 
adminiftration, fecure advantages to thefe 
fchook which are hardly tobe Found in any other» 

Caffel is not only a very handfome,biat in fome 
refpeflrs a nrmgnificent city. It contains about 
thirty-two thoufand inhabitants. This is one of 
the cities of Germany which, as well as feveral 
others, 'the Hugunots have caufed to flourüh at 
our expence. They have eftabTrfhed feverat 
confiderable manuFaftures in it, one amongft 
others of hats, which are not at all inferior to 
thofe made at Lyons, in finenefs and ftrength, 
and are held in equal eftimation. 

The number of the fubjefts of the landgrave, 
I have been affured is three hundred and thirty 
thoufand. His income amounts to two millions 
two hundred and twenty thoufand Rhenifh flo- 
rins (about two hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds). Add to this, the country of Hanau, 
which contains one hundred thoufand men, and 
brings in fomething above five hundred thou- 
fand florins, or fifty thoufand pounds ; ftill the 
pofleflions of this houfe are not fo good as 
thofe of a Dutchy of Wirtembeirg. 

This 
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This country is the moft military of all Ger- 
many. The peafants are not only always difci- 
plined, but always ready to march any where 
through the wide world. The fending the Hef- 
fian troops to North America, cannot be con- 
fidered as a hardfbip in itfelf, confidering the 
intimate connection of this country with Great 
Britain; but the connexion it felf is 9 very 
unprofitable one for this country. Th* 
EngliJh ftfhfidics can never make amends 
for the lofs which the treaty has hitherto 
brought on both prince and -people. The coun«^ 
try was ftripped of all its young men, after the 
laft Silefian war, and fcarcely had it begun to 
bloom again when th«y V9we 'font 4o America. 
At leaft twenty thoufand Heflians, of whom 
one half will never come home, are gone to 
that part of the world. The country has 
therefore loft a fixth of its moft ufeful inhabi- 
tants, by the tea-burning buOnefs at Bofton. 
The taxes are very confiderable, as you will 
fee if you compare the population and taxes of 
this country with thofe of the duchy of Wir- 
temberg, whom nature ha« put in poffeflion of 
far greater advantages than flie has done the 
Heflians. Though the landgrave has remit- 
ted his fubjefts a part of the taxes for as long 
a time as the war Ihall laft* they defert in greajC 
L 2 numbers. 



148 TRAVELS THROUGH OBRMANY* 

numbers, and go into Hungary, Poland, and 
Turkey. 

The military conftitution of this country, 
has, on fcveral occafions, been as ufeful to the 
German empire in general, as it has been pre- 
judicial to the people themfelves. So early as 
the reformation, the Heflians contributed ex- 
ceedingly towards maintaining the freedom of 
the empire; and the Silefian war would not 
have ended nearly fo well for England, or the 
king of Pruffia, if fixteen or eighteen thoufand 
brave Heffiaiis had not ftood the brunt of our 
troops. 



LETTER LX. 

Wurtzburg. 

YOU will fee, if you take up a map of 
Germany, that I have been true to my 
promifej and that I have gone through the 
holy Roman empire crofs-ways and length- 
ways, through wood and through thicket, by 
dale and by vale— in a word, like a true knight- 
errant« 

The Heflians, my dear brother, take them in 
general^ are deformed to a degree. The 

women 
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women are the uglicft creatures I have ever 
feen. Their drefs is horrid. Moft of them are 
clad in black, and wear their petticoats fo 
high, that you can fee no fliape — only the ugly- 
thick leg as high as the knee, is moft confpicu- 
ous. The men in fome degree make up in 
ftrength what is wanting in beauty. Upon the 
whole, though not a large, they are a ftout 
ftrong-built people. Here and there you fee 
a giant-like figure ; but they all have large bo- 
dies and feet. Moft of them are white; and 
their hair is crifp. Their way of living is 
favage. Their beft food is potatoes and brandy; 
which laft they give even to their children. 

The people are much the fame in the Fuldefe. 
The whole traft of country from Caffel to the 
borders of Franconia, is rough and wild. The 
people are like the country, which abounds 
in woods and hills. 

The prefent prince of Fulda is a man of 
tafte ; who lives well, and loves expence. He 
is extremely tolerant, and no friend to the po- 
pilh hierarchy. He calls the pope his brother. 
He is, without doubt, the richeft abbot in the 
catholic world. The number of his fubjefts, 
whom he governs with great gentlenefs, and 
extremely well, amounts to feven hundred 
thoufand ; and he has an income of three hun- 
. hs drcd 
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dred thoufand Rhenilh guilders*. He ha» 
founded fcvcral ufefiiil cfkablifhments for educa- 
tions^ and allows his ecclefiaflics a freedom in 
fpeaking and writing, which diftinguifhes them 
frorfi thofc of the other parts of Germany. 
Puring my abode at Vienna, it was there looked 
upon as a very heroic degree of courage in fome 
profane literati» to declare that the council was 
above the pope. At Fulda I read thefc, and 
much more bold things, in works which are af 
leaft of twelve years (landing. The palace 
of Fulda is a very pretty building ^ and I met 
ynui much better company here than I ex-** 
pedted.^ 

Wurtzburg is upon the whole a very fine 
city. It is fituated in a large plain very 
fruitful in vines and watered by the Maine. 
The prince's palace is one of the fincft 
buildings 1 have hitherto feen in Germany. 
There obtains amongft the inhabitants, who are 
fixteen thoufand .in number, an alacrity, a love 
for the plcafures of the fenfes, and a freedom 
of intercourfe between the two fexes, which 
you do not find in any proteftant city of the 
fame fize,and which befpeaksthe great ^fSuence 
^nd cafe of the country very ftrongly. 

♦ Thirty thou&ad pounds. 

I W^5 
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I was ft ruck here, as itt Fulda, with the töle- 
rtttt fpifit and knowledge of the prieÄhood, 
who are far beyond their brethren of Auftria. 
df)d Bavaria. As thefe qualities are commonljr 
united to good manners and good converfationj 
the ton of feveral literati, into whofe fbciety I 
fell on my firft arrival here, did not fuiprile 
me. I faw, in ihort, that fome favourable 
exceptions to the general charaÄer, are to be 
met with in the catholic parts of Germany, 
as well as unfavourable ones in the pro- 
teftant parts. It liiuft be owhed that the former 
are far lefs common than the other.— Not that 
you arc to think the fun in his meridian even 
here. I was fpeaking yefterday to a prieft 
about the execution of the Witches, with 
which this government has been fo ofteii and 
fo juftly reproached. At firft he appeared as 
if he did not underftand me. At length h« 
told me, with a confidential air, that . the 
moft intelligent perfons were not fatisfied with 
the grounds of trial, as feveral learned divines 
had determined, that the woman who had been 
burned for a witch, might have been obßjfd as 
well as circumjejfay by the devil. I do not 
know whether you enter into the fenfe of this 
nice diftinftion. It is as much as to fay, that 
the devil was not abfolutely in the circumfer- 
ence of her body ; but that Satan, in order to 
L 4 , play 
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play her into the hands of juftice, made the 
miracles feem to come from her belly, and 
blinded the Ipeftators at her coft. I was afto- 
4ii£hed at hearing this cxprcffion from a man 
who poffeflcs for much knowledge in his. own 
fcienre -, but he was not one of the great wits of 
the place : and after all, if this theological dif- 
tinftion Ihould in future fave a witch from the 
ftake, on the ground, that it is impoflible to dif- 
tinguiih whether flie be' o^eßn or circumfeßa^ 
the nonfenfe will have had its ufe. 

The prefent governor is a very intelligent 
man. He underftands both men and things, 
and is one pf the few German bifhops who 
have only their own merit to thank for their 
good fortune and promotion. He is of an old 
byt not very rich family, of the name of Van 
Ertbal, and is brother to the eledlor of Mentz. 
His knowledge and aftivity recoipn^eiidcd him 
to the imperial court, who gave him the qon- 
fpicuous place of imperial commiffary at the 
diet of Ratifbon ; there he diftinguiflied him- 
fclf fo much, that the imperial court gaye him 
this bifhoprick in commendam, 

Wurtzburg alpne is qne of the richeft bifhqp- 
rics in the country j the diocefe contains about 
pnc hundred and ninety thoufand inhabitants, and 
|he revenue is eipht hundred thoufand Rhenifli 

|lorin§| 
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'&orins> or eighty thoufand pounds; but bc- 
fides this, the bifhop holds the bifliopric of 
Bamberg, .which is one of the fatteft benefices 
of the empire, and brings in about fevcn hun- 
dred thoufand guilders, or feventy thoufand 
pounds. Both thefe countries are in fomeof the 
bell land in Germany. They abound plenti- 
fully in the neceflTaries of life. Wurtzburg 
gains a great deal by its wines, which are 
carried as far as Sweden. They praifed the 
Stein wine to me very much. I taftcd it, but 
found it very fiery and burning on the tongue. 
It is very full of tartar, and raifes thirft. 

Agriculture feems to be well upderftood in 
this country -, but in their manufafturcs they 
are a great way behind, not only the northern 
parts of Germany, but their neighbours the 
Fuldans. Thefe make a great number of very 
fine damalksj with which, as well as the plainer 
linens, they drive a good trade. The Wurtz- 
burghers have no employment equally profitable. 
Befides this, as in winter time thcFuldans employ 
themfelves in fpinning and weaving ; they arc 
infinitely better off in their wild country, than 
the people of Wurtzburg in their paradife. The 
bilhop, ipdeed, of the laft place, has a fine manu- 
fafturcoflooking-glaffes and chin? j but they 
m the only good manufadures of the place. 

The 
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The prcfent bifhop gives himfelf a great Si$A 
of trouble to infpire his fubjefts with a tafte 

for the arts • • 

In order to give this letter its proper length, 
previous to my fcaling it, I made an excurfion 
into Franconia, which is the leaft of all the 
circles. But the game I have taken in this 
chafe is fo very little, as tobe hardly worth the 
poftage you will have to pay for it. 

Bamberg is a pretty large, handfomc, lively city^ 
containing near twenty thoufand inhabitants. 
What is moft remarkable in it is, the gardening, 
which in no part of Germany is fo flouriihing 
as it is here. Several hundred gardeners carry 
on a confiderable trade as far as Holland, 
with fmall pickled gerkins, a prodigious number 
of liquorice roots, onions which are looked upon 
as the beft in Germany, and other things. 
They alfo fupply the neighbourhood round with 
pot-herbs, very good apples, and cauliflowers. 
Their good ftrong beer is likewife carried ias far 
as the Rhine. The common people here be- 
lieve that there is no liquorice any where elfe 
in the world, and that this was planted here and 
given to this city as an exclufive pofleflion for 
ever, by the holy Cunigunda, who lies buried 
in the cathedral, with her hulband Henry the 
Second. As I am upon the miracles of this 

holy 



TRAVELS rnnouott öäämaky. 155 

holy pair, I cannot forbear conrimunicating to 
you another anecdote concerning them^ which 
I have learned here ; and I do it the more wil- 
lingly, beeaufe holy legends are the only things 
worth mentioning fronni hence. Poffibly it may 
be known to you that Henry the Second, the 
founder of this bifliopric, was, notwithftanding 
his fanftity, extremely jealous of this Cuni- 
gundaj lb that in conformity to the cuftams of 
the times, he determined to have the ordeal 
proof of her chaftity. After fhe had walked 
over the red hot plow-lhares unhurt, he of conrfc 
embraced his fpoufe, and begged her pardon 
far the fuipiciöns he had entertained. It hap- 
pened that fome time before, vying with each 
other in affeftion towards this foundation, they 
had had two new bells put up in the cathedral. 
After the ordeal proof was over, they ufed to walk 
together every day in the court about the cathe- 
dral at the time of chiming the bells. Henry's 
confort was one day fo mortified at finding that 
his bell had a better tone than her's, that in 
order to give her a proof of his hearty confi- 
dence and love, the emperor took a golden ring 
from his finger, and threw it up into the air, 
when it clung round the bell fo as to deaden 
the found, which continues dull to this day» 
This piece of gallantry is almoft too fine for the 

tenth 
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tenth and eleventh centuries ; but the old ca- 
thedrals of Bamberg and Wurtzburg, wouid fur- 
xiiih each of them a numerous,and not a very un- 
interefting coUedtion of tales of knight errantry, 
legends, and ftories of apparitions. The abun- 
dance of fuch tales, is a fure proof that the peo- 
ple are idle, and have not a fufficient number 
of ufeful employments to take up their thoughts 
and converfations. Pfalm-finging, to which 
the common people amongft the reformed 
have rccourfe whenever they are tired, has 
not, it is true, that colouring of imagination 
which marks the amufements of the catholics 
in Germany 5 but it is more adapted to the 
notions of the common people, and gives them 
no falfe and dangerous opinions. I cannot here 
pafs over an anecdote of a fpirit from Wurtzburg. 
I was aflured, that even to this day, from 
eleven to twelve at night, the watch cannot be 
fet in a certain ftreet, on account of a very 
dangerous man walking through it at this time, 
who carries his body under his right arm. 

Notwithftanding the excellence of the foil, 
the people of the biflioprics of Wurtzburg and 
Bamberg are upon the whole extremely poor. 
This does not arife fo much from a negleÄ 
of agriculture, as from a want of frugality. 
It is however impoffible th^t agriculture 

Ihould 
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ifaoüld employ all the people of fo populous ä 
country. It is no doubt owing to both educa- 
tion and cuftom, that we fee fo many beggars 
in a country where nature has (hewn herfelf 
fo liberal. The government of the fpiritual 
princes in Germany, which I have hitherto 
feen, is much more gentle than thofe of moft 
of the temporal princes 5 and the abufe caft 
upon them, is upon the whole very unjuft. It. 
requires many ages to make a diflipated and 
luxurious people frugal and induftrious. The 
relaxed manners of the Roman catholics in 
Germany are in a great meafure owing to the 
falfe notions inculcated into them by their 
teachers- Schloffer tells us in his journal, that a 
Roman catholic prieft was accufed of herefy, by 
one bifhop, and two univerfities, for teaching 
' that felf love was the principle of all human 

* aftions ; that a negleft of t!ie earthly advan- 

* tages which time and opportunity offer to 

* men, was a philofophical fin ; and that' it was 

* unlawful to do another a kindnefs, by which 

* we might conßderably fufFer ourfelvcs/ 
Thefe exceflive notions of liberality and con- 
tempt for temporal things, are the true reafons 
why the Roman catholic Germans in general 
are, as Mr. Pilati l^as obferved, better hearted 
than the proteftant ones. The number of beg- 

4 gars 
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gars are themfelvcs a proof of h ; for if they 
did not find ib many givers, they would fboi» 
karn to work. It would« however, be mtxrh 
better if there were no beggars, and the people 
were made a little more frugal. For the fame 
rcafon it is that you find many more charitable 
foundations of all forts amongfl: the catholics 
than amongftthe proteftants, though the former 
are fo poor. The Julius Hofpital, at Wurtz- 
burg, is richer than all the foundations of the 
fort in the king of Pruffia's dominions put to- 
gether; but all thefe foundations are a new 
encouragement to luxury. 

The mendicant orders of friars find their 
Account in their doftrines of free-gifts, and 
contempt of the things of this world, (which 
they themfelves carefully gather ;) and they arc 
alfo the principal defenders of them. Ex- 
clufive of the maffes for fouls, which, taken 
altogether, do not amount to a great deal, the 
catholic fecular priefts do not get much by the 
liberality of the people. 

The benefices in the cathedrals of Wurtz- 
burg and Bamberg, are looked upon as the beft 
in Germany. In good years each is worth 
three thoufand five hundred guilders*; but 

you 

* About three hundred and fifty pounds. 
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you ieMom meet with a prieft who hts no rmK 
than one of them. Screral of them have fow or 
five prebends in as many cathedrals» and receive 
ft-om eight to ten or twelve thoufand guUd^s 
per year. The prelates of thofe foundations 
receive from twenty to thirty thoii&nd florins 
a ye». The whole trouble of a German cajoon 
confifb in his being obliged to refidenoe ia 
his cathedral for a month in the year. No 
other qualification is required of him but to 
be able to read Latin^ and prove himfdf de^ 
fcended from a good family on the mother's 
fide. 

In a certain epifcopal city in Germany, 
there is this proverb, * that prebends make 
themfelves.' In general you fee them hover-^ 
ing round the ladies. 

I am affured that every canon of Wurtzburg, 
at his firft entry into the chapter, receives a 
ftroke with a fwitch from each of his col* 
leagues. This extraordinary inauguration 
is contrived with a view of preventing any 
prince, who of courfe cannot fubmit to fuch a 
ceremony, from defiring to be of the chapter. 

Nurenberg is an ugly town, which grows 
every day more deferted. At the end of the 
fifteenth century, this town contained above 
fifty thoufend male inhabitants, who were not 

above 
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above one fourth 'of the whole ; whereas the 
whole population nbw hardly amounts to a fixth 
part of the number. In the courfe of the laft 
years eleven hundred men have died every 
year. Many hundred houfes ftand quite empty, 
and the others are tenanted only by (ingle fa- 
milies. The inhabitants are ftill a very induf- 
iTious people, arid it is a very pretty fight to 
fee the little children employed in making the 
various toys, for the manufacture of which this 
place is fo diftinguifhed in Europe. 

I am furprifed to find fo many German writers 
laughing at thefe productions of the Nurcn- 
berghcrs, and making a proverb of their induf- 
try. Is not the great exportation of thefe com- 
modities a fufficient juftification of the mode in 
which thefe people employ their time ? But thefe 
reproaches are the more unjuß: becaufe Nuren- 
berg has long produced artifts who vie with the 
beft Englifli ones, in making mathematical 
and phyfical inftruments. You meet no where, 
out of England, with fuch good manufaftures 
in fteel, iron, and copper, as you do here. 
Will any man then fay he has a right to blame 
thefe people, becaufe, amidft: their more im- 
portant bufinefs, they find ufeful and profitable 
employments for their wives and children? 

Nurcnbcrg 
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JJyfcnberg krfw fupmor to. Auglburg ki the 
artSt 

The great; caufe of the ruiri of this town is 
the ariftocfacy, I could not have believed^ 
had not refpeäable citizens of Nurenberg 
told it nie, the ilUtreatment which they re- 
ceive from twenty or thirty familiesi in 
whofe hands the government is.- From time 
to time every citizen muft have an inventory 
of hid effeds taken, and J do not know for 
what reafon, give a third or fourth part of them 
to the regency* Excluiive of the evil of thefe 
numberlefs gifts, it is extrenrtely bad po-» 
licy in a commercial ftatCj to compel the mer* 
chant to inform every one of the profit of his 
trade. Thefe patricians have likewife a num-> 
her of fajmilies in their intcreft^ amongft whom 
they divide the employments of the ftate, which 
are very confiderablci. All this renders it not 
Turprifing to find that the rich citizens leaye the 
city, and endeavour to emancipate them- 
fclves by taking refuge in the Auftrian or Prüf-» 
fian territories. 

' The morals of the Nurcnburgers are better 
and purer than thofe of any other German city* 
The magiftrate is particularly anxious to put a 
ftop, to fornidation« I do not exaggerate, but 
relate a real fadtwhen I affure you, that the 
^ VOL. uu M young 



i62 f kAVEtS Tfi»Oü0S GiRläArVtl 
young men of the city underwent a phyfical 
vifitation by fome of the members of the itia- 
^iftracy attended by phyficJans. There is a very 
charafteriftieal priht of this bufirtefs, in which 
the deputies are rej>fefented in their btifinefs 
with their fpeftacles iipon their liofes. 

Nureriberg has a more confiderable territory^ 
belonging to it than any other imperial city* 
The number of its fut^efts in the country is 
eftimated at four hundred thoufand. Thefe 
the regency does not govern in fo arbitrary a 
manner, as it does the inhabitants of the city ; 
or if it does, this does not prevent the country 
from being very well cultivated, though there 
is a great deal of fand about ^ it. I have not 
beheld prettier villages any where than there 
is here. Every thing befpeaks a great degree 
of opulence in the farmers, who, as well as the 
town's-people, remain faithful to their old 
drefs. 

The margraviates of Anfpach and Bareith, 
exhibit, in point of induftry, a ftrong contraft 
to the induftry of the bifliopricks of Wurtzburg 
and Bamberg. Nature has not been nearly fo li- 
beral to them J and yet the inhabitants of thofc 
countries, though loaded with much greater taxe^ 
are in much better circumftances than thofe of the 
former. The cities of Erlang, Anfpach, Schwa- 

baclsk 
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back, and fome others, have fome very good ma- 
nufaftures. The prefent margrave, who is thelaft 
branch of a houfe, which promifes no new ones^ 
is a very clever and amiable man. The well- 
known MademoifcUe jt— — is his compa- 
nion } a proof, at leaft, of his good tafte. His 
income amounts to fixteen hundred thoufand 
Rhenilh florins, or one hundred and fixty thou- 
fand pounds« His peafants are Ibmewhat dif- 
contented with him for having fold their chil- 
dren to the Englifli. There were, indeed, 
great difcontents amongil the troops that were 
to go to America ; but the margrave was not 
afifefted by them. He leems determined to 
make as much of the country as he can, upon 
the principle that after his death it is to fall into 
other hands. 

The remainder of Franconia is compofed of 
a number of fmall principalities. The people 
here in general fuiFcr very great opprc£Qon. 
Thofe are particularly miferable whofe matters 
rcfide in the great courts ; for, by this means, 
they are not only deprived of the fpending of 
great fums amongft them, but are fubjeded to 
the tyranny of defpotic fervants, who are al- 
ways worfc than the matters, and choofe to have 
their (hare of the plunder. The locum tenens 
•f a well-known dutchy in Franconia, hardly 
M a keeps 
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keq» hii place more than fevcn or eigkt 
years, in which fhort time he commonly faves^ 
enough to be bo longer a fervant. This wiUj^; 
no xloubt;, make you think of the fervancs of the* 
Englifli. Eaft-India. company, who are called 
nabobs at their returai which they, literally 
ipeaking> are^ at the expence of the Indians. 
It h thanks to {landing armie^ that the people 
of this country are as quiet as they- are undef 
fheir nabobs. In the fanraus rebellion which 
broke out in 15^5, and has been (o well de-* 
fcribed by Gothe, in his Gofs of Berlichingen, 
they treated the princes, dukes, and other 
great perfons, m A very ftrajige manner. A 
number of theie ruffians having made them** 
ftlves mafters of fbme caftles belonging. to die 
marquiffes of Hohenloe, put collars round 
their necks, and cried out under their nofe, 
*: Now are «re mafters of Hohenloe, and ye are 
•nothing?' It was very impolitic in the im- 
perial cities of Franconia, Suabfa, andtheciircles 
of the Rhine, to be acceffary ar that time in 
fubduing the pealants. At prefent the op- 
preffion of the princes falls as heavily upon them 
as it docs on their own fubjeds # a thing they 
might havefbrefeen, as thefe princes were ahrcady 
fo powerful^ by means of their Handing armies, 
thai the falvation of the cities would have been 
... to 
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to .ixijike a comiyiQn caufe yrkh the peaiknts 
ag^^nft them^ as without the affift£knqe-then af- 
folded by thefe cities^'the infurgco^ would not 
Ixave been fubdtied j for the oow fo weak cities 
.cf Halle, Bopfingen, I>unckelfpubl, Nordlin- 
geÄ> &c. were at thtt time more formidable to 
the. rebellious peafan^s^ than the greateft prin- 
ces j but they have now no longer any fuch 
fort^mate opportunity to txptd:. 
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FcaDcfort. 

I Came hitiher through the SpeOkrt, which 
is the thickeft fbreft I have met with ih 
the common road. In the fp^ce of twenty^ 
fevcn miles, I faw only a fingle village and an 
hunting box. The reft was- alfnoft intirely 
wood and hill. Notwithftanding all this, the 
iroa^d is ayery wonderful one; and thededtor 
of Mcntz, to whom the -greaceft part of the 
country, belongs, keeps.it very clear from rob- 
bers. For twenty years paft there have hardly 
t)een two inftanccs of any perfon having been 
f&ttacke4 in thefe frightful forefts 5 and at pre- 
icp? they^ ^re fo fecure, that you may travel 
M 3 through 
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through them in the night without any appre« 
henfions. At Afchaffenburg> a pretty German 
town, there are always thirty huflars, who tra- 
vel through the Speflart at ftated times, in or- 
der to prevent the poffibility of an accident« 
If all the princes of Germany were to make 
ufe of their forces for thefc purpofes, there 
would be no caufe to complain of their mili- 
tary eftablifhmentSy or the tyrannical manner 
in which their hufbandmen are treated. The 
beauty and falubrity of its Iltuation, encou- 
raged me to make an excurfion as far as Afchaf- 
fenburg. At fome diftance north and eaflward> 
you fee the Speflart, which forms a half circle 
round this city, and protects it from the high 
winds. The c^ountry about this city is uncom- 
monly fruitfiü. It is famous for producing a 
great number of apple-trees, with the fruit of 
which they make a cyder, which only a con- 
noiflcur can diftinguilh from true wine. It is 
often e:^iporte4 to the north as a RheniiOi. I 
tafted fome of it that was feven years old ; it 
had ^ great deal of fire, hut cofts twenty-four 
creutzcrs the bottle, a price for which you may 
have very good wine. 

The goverqnient encourages the people to 

mal^e as niuch as ppliible of the advantage of 

* their 
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their fituation. They have planted mulberry- 
trees, and have made Ibme very good experi- 
ments on filk-worms. On the banks of the 
Maine, near the city, there is a fine alley, 
which runs through a very extended plain. 
You meet here, with a curious memorial of the 
fixteenth century. An old German knight, as 
big as the life, and armed at' all points, is 
kneeling before a crucifix, at the bottom of 
which he has depofited his helmet. The whole 
has the appearance of an immenfe pyramid, of 
which the crofs forms the head, and the knight 
and his appurtenances th« lower parts. The 
work is extremely good, and altogether exhibits 
avcry ftriking appearance to the beholder. 

Francfort is a fine large city. There is 
no town in Germany which has larger or more 
magnificent inns than thofe of this place. Ex- 
cepting Hamburgh, this is the only imperial 
city which keeps up all its priftine Iplendour. 
Whilft Nurenberg, Augfburg, and feveral 
others about it, are going to decay, it con- 
tinues to thrive and to improve. The outfides 
of the houfes are very Iplcndid, and the ftyle of 
the architeÄure Ihews that the inhabitants 
know how to lay out their money with tafte. 
There are about thirty inhabitants in the place 
who are worth a million of livrcs 5 and, you 
M 4 may 
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.may narne above thirty Calviniftical iioüfcs^ 
who have thirty thouf^nd guilders. The 
number of very rich Catholics ^d Lutheransi 
,is not lefs : fo that in all, there may be about 
.two hundred houfe^ whp have incomes pf one 
hundred thoufand guilders*, and above. There 
is a high appearance of affluence throughout. 
The furniture of their houfes, riieir gardens^ 
equipage, drefs, and female ornaments, every 
thing, in ihort, befpeaks a ftate above the ordi-« 
nary citizen, and which approaches the extreme 
of magnificence. 

The .trade of Fi:ancfort is extremely huitful 
to Germany« According to the accounts; given 
me by a very underftanding merchant of this 
place, the exports of German cpmnjiodities by 
this channel, hardly amount to a tenth of the 
imports from France, Rolland, Italy, aad other 
countries.' The former confift of iron and 
other rough or worked metals, (which are ex- 
ported moilly into France and HoUand) of 
wine, linen, and other infignificai^t articles. 
The latter, on the contrary, are made up of all 
kinds of fpices, female ornaments, handker- 
chiefs, filks, and, in fhort, all the expcnfive 
articles of luxury furniihed by Italy, France, 
«^d Holland, Iji a wojd* Francfort is ,the grea^ 
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-canal by which the gold of the empire runs out^ 
The lofs which thjs place brings on the coun- 
tries about the upper parts of the Rhinc^ 
Panutte, and Maine, misty be judged of by 
the value of the louis-d'ors. As all the pay- 
ments -of this place to France and Holland, 
mull be made in thi$ coin, they are commonly 
worth twelirc creut^er-^niöre here than in the 
other parts of Germany, the country about the 
Ijowct Rhine only excepted, which drives the 
ftme kind of unpatriotic trade. The older 
people of this place, as well as in Bavaria, 
Fraiiconi^, and Suabia, remember the times, 
when, after the operations of Lewis XIV. our 
louis and crown pieces were the coin the moft 
commonly to be met within the country. But 
no^ they are very feldom found in the ordinary 
courfe of trade. Very few of them were re- 
coinedi as the mint cannot cope with the high 
agio given by the merchants in the courfe of 
exchange. They are, however, fent in heaps 
to Holland,, and twenty creutzer for every 
)ouis-d*or is paid above the market price. 

There are fome woollen, carpet, and cotton 
manufaftures here, and in the country round. 
Thefe belong in part to the merchants of the 
pUce^ but are moft of them only rented by 

|hem. 
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theno, and a great part of the woollen manufac- 
tures of Hanau, are fold by third hahdä here. 
Upon the whole, the entire trade of this place 
is a mere Jewifli bufinefs, which employs very 
few hands profitably, and is in a great meafure 
fupported by the internal confumption. The 
greateft merchants of this place are not aihamed 
of being brokers ; and a great number of tra« 
ders, with revenues of from forty to fifty or 
fixty thoufand guilders, do only commiflion 
bufinefs; whereas, if they had more a6tivity, 
and the true fpirit of induflry, they might make 
life of their money to more advantage in ma^ 
nufaftures. 

The fituation of the place fecures it the per- 
petual enjoyment of the advantages which have 
made it fo rich. It lies in the midft of the beft 
part of Germany, in a country the natural 
wealth of which is favourable to luxury, and 
which is broken into fo many fmall ftates, that 
there is no caufe to fear the prohibition of fo- 
reign wares. It has not, like Dantzick, which 
carries on the fame kind of trade, but is now 
nearly ruined by Pruflia and Poland, powerful 
and enlightened neighbours to cope with, who 
are attentive to lofe no advantages that may be 
procured to their own fubjefts, 

Franci. 
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Frtncfort oointains thirty^four thoufand in- 
habitantSj including the Grangers conftantly 
rcfident. Thofc who come^ for the faif art 
generally efiiinated at fome thoafands. Amongft 
thcfc, there ware at laft fpring fair fifty princes. 
As the way to the principal high roads of Ger- 
many lies through this p^ace; all the perfons of 
confequence^ who go to the baths and watering 
places» commonly take Francfort in their way 
to them« This occafions a concourfe of good 
company; and the apparatus of the fair, to- 
gether with the liberty of living which prevails 
at thefe times, form together an interefbing 
ipeftacle. The German nobility come here 
from many caufes, fuch as payments and fales 
of many kinds to make, the neighbourhood of 
powerful courts, and various other reafons. 

The government, which was formerly very 
rigid, has now fomewhat relaxed, and endea- 
vours to make the ftay of ftrangers as agreeable 
to them as can be. During the fair, there arc 
play-houfes, concerts, a Vaux-hall, fine walks, 
public dancing-booths, and women of the town 
in abundance. A village in this neighbourhood 
called Bornheim, is famous all over Germany 
for its brothels. 

Excepting at the time of the fair, ftrangers, 
who are generally here in great nymbers, arc 

but 
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but iH-trca«d. As Francfbit or otie of Acfew 
imperial ckies yfho ha.ve freedihemüblTes from 
the tyranny of theeKctfefyfleni» die magiftrates^ 
whp have Idft confiderably by lofiog it, endea- 
vour to make themfelves axncads by making 
ftrangers feel the weight of their privileges. 
For inftance,^ the indceepers will not allow a 
ftraoger to take tip his quarters m a private 
houfe« even though he eats at his inn, Tlie 
. little jealoufy incident to fmaUer ftates^ but 
.whiph you would not expeft to meet with in 
a city fo confpicuous as this is for its Un^ 
fomeumcs alfo plays ftrangers fcurvy tricks. 
A few years fince, two miftrefles of a. German 
^rinoe, with very large revenuesj fettled here, 
and fpcnt large fums of money. After a time 
they were baniflicd the city by the magiftrates, 
under pretence that they led diffipated and idle 
lives J but the true reafon was, that the ladies 
.of the place, who could not afford to fpend as 
much money as they did, grew jealous of 
them. 

. The ever-increafing lujcury of the Germans, 
particularly of thofe who inhabit the countries 
round this place, the habit the German mhleffi 
are under of coming hither to make a figure, 
the increafing care qf the magiftrate to procure 

ftrangers 
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ftrangers ^ery kindof pleafure, the admirabk? 
roads which lead hithör from «very part of Gcr-* 
many^^ aqd tjie excellent innsj are the reafons 
why this fair is of late years more and more 
frequented. . It is now vifited by French and 
EngUlhj wfap /meet here wiih every article of 
luxury they can defire. 

In general the iqhabits^nts of this plfice are 
rather ftiff it) their carriage.: There isj, bow- 
ever, ümt excelkct company to be met with 
amongft tbem» Amohgft the patricians there 
are fevcral: very refpeftable perfons of go^ 
nobiütjf w9io t^ive no (hare in the magiflracy. 

Frmcfort bfts ever fupplied, and ftill con* 
ttQues to fupply Germany with fome of its firft- 
rate literati; and you meet here with well- 
informed men in every branch of the arts and 
fciences» The only thing which ftands in the 
way of liberty o[ thought, and refinement of 
niannerSj. and alio afiedls trade and induftry 
confiderabiy^. is the inquiiltorial flate of the 
Lutheran clergy, who are here the principal 
church. The reformed, who, in proportion of 
their numbers, are without a doubt the richeft 
p^t of the. inhabitants, have not yet been able, 
with all their pains, to obtain the liberty of 
worihipping God publicly ; though the catho- 
Iks, whofc religion differs much more than 

theirs. 
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theirs, from that of the eftabliihed churchy 
have more chapels than any other fe6t, and 
the Jews have a public and very donfiderable 
fynagogue. • 

The number of Jews fettled here is about fix 
thoufand. There arc fomc who are worth a 
million, and vie with the Chriftians in every 
article of expence. Their irtduftry is not to 
be conceived, • They arc pimps, language«« 
mafters, fencing-mafters, dancing-mafters, wri- 
ting and arithmetic mafters, and their daugh« 
ters are at the fervice of the uncircumcifed. 
Thofe who go into their ftreets, are in danger 
of being preffed to death by them. They fall 
upon ftrangers by dozens, and compel them to 
buy their wares. It is very difficult for a man 
to difentangle himfelf from them without the 
help of a good ftick ; and they call to ftrangers 
from the diftance of three or four hundred 
paces. The houfes of their well-encompaifed 
ftreets are filled to the very roofs with inhabi- 
tants. In feven of them, which hardly occupied 
a fpace of fifty yards, and were burned down 
fomc years fince, there were twelve hun- 
dred perfons. On the other hand, there is 
often only one family in the houfes belonging 
to the rich. This is the fign of an incredible 
affluence, for houfc-rent is dearer in thcfe 

flxccts. 
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fireets^ than in any part of London^ Pari$^ or. 
any other great city. There is a law which 
forbids the Jews to live any where out of their 
ftreets; but the magiftrate winks at the break- 
ing of it, and only renews it from time to time 
to extort money froni thofe who choofe to live 
dfcwherc. 

The celebrated colleges here are a wonderful 
inftitution. Thefc confift of afibciations of 
people of the fame rank, who affemblc on a 
certain day. There arc colleges of nobility, 
of artifts of all. kinds, of bookfellers, of doftors 
of law and phyfic ; and, in (hort, of all orders. 
It is not difficult for a ftranger to be introdu- 
ced to thefe, and the advantage he derives by 
it, of being acquainted in an hour with the 
moft reputable people of his own rank, is 
incredible. 

The government of this city is of a mixed 
kind, and very intricate. The aonteft between 
the ariftocracy and democracy is warmer here 
than in any other city in Germany. Hardly a 
year paffes but the burghers begin a new law- 
fuit with the council, or the council with the 
burghers. The confequence is, that as law- 
fuits (parried before the imperial court are of 
very long duration, the law-fuits of the city of 
Francfort^ againlt itfelf, already amount to 

fomc 
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£>ine dozens« I have it from good authority^ 
that tB^ftate has laid out thirty thoafand rix« 
dollars^ m the laft twenty years^ ^nnually^ in 
eJLpeaoes £ot law«^fuits carried on betwixt its 
own. citizens* And as the fpirit ofpettyfogging 
and Utigioufnefs is no where higher than it is 
herCj Francfort is likewife engaged in perpetual 
diiputes with the princesi dukesj and marquifies^ 
round it, much to the advantage of the lawyers 
of Vienna and W^^fslar* The cofts of thefe, 
during the above-mentioned period, have 
amoiMiited to twenty thouiandrix dollars an-* 
nually; fo that when we come to caft up flate 
expeftces, we may lay this fingle article at fifty 
thoufand rix dollars. The annual revenue of 
the ilate is aboi^ fix hundred thoufand guilders^ 
or thirty thoufand pounds, which are moftly 
raifed from the excife and cuftoms. The con^ 
tributions of the burghers, which are a kind of 
tax, are very* numerous. They are laid on 
according to the true principles of a commef- 
rial commonwealth* They are divided into 
two portions, viz. the large tax of fifty guilders, 
and the fmaller, of twenty-five guilders per 
annum. Every biirgher has the liberty of pay- 
ing to the large or fmall fund, and confe-* 
quently taxes himfelf. If I miftake not^ art in- 
come of thirty thoufand guilders fubjefts a 
I man 
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man to pay the higher tax ; but the magiftracy 
of this place^ has not, like thofc of Nurenberg, 
the right, fo contrary to the true fpirit of 
trade, of taking an inventory of the circum- 
llances of a merchant. This leaves the mer- 
chants at liberty to value their eftates over or 
under the line of limitation ; and it is evidently 
the intereft of every merchant to pafs for a man 
of an eftate of more than thirty thoufand guil- 
ders, and contribute to the large tax. — ^Thc 
clafs of inhabitants to which all the reformed, 
and likewife a lai^e part of die catholics be* 
long, have greater taxes to pay. The latter 
may, by favour of the magiftracy, arrive at the 
rights of burgeffes, but not take part in the 
government. The former are intirely excluded 
from the power of becoming burgeffes. 



LETTER LXII. 

Mcntz. 

THE country between this place and 
Francfort, particularly that in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mentz, is one of the richeft I 
have hitherto feen, and the road is the beft and 
handfomeft I have met with in Germany. Till 
VOL. nu N within 
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within three miles of Fräncfort, it h in aftfaighc 
line^ raifedi paved, and guarded oh b6th fidfes 
with high ftohcs> *hich (tfcUft the foot paflTen-^ 
gers froirt ii^aggöbi ähd hoTfrs. The only de* 
fe£t in this foad is, that it is too narrow in xht 
middle for two waggons to pafs. All the roads 
through the domain of the city of Francfort 
are built in the fame magnificent ftyle, fo that 
it is eftimated that every three miles has coft 
the city above lixty tho^fand gviildfersi or fix 
thou&nd pounds. The chaujee ih the one and 
twenty miles belonging to Mentz, id not faifed 
in ib ex|:>enfive a ftyle as that of Francforti but 
it is broader ; it is planted with trees oil both 
fides all the way, and very well kipt. Here 
and tnere you meet with noble alleys of walnut 
and other fruit-trees, the vUlages at the end 
of which exhibit beautiful perfpeftives. There 
is hardly a road in Germany more frequented 
than this ; the place of poft-mafter of Hater- 
fheim, a place mifdway between th* twd cities. 
Is the beft of any of the territories of the im- 
perial free cities. In the territory of Mentz, 
each horfe pays two-pence chaußfe money, at 
every poft, and each of the three pofts brings 
in fix thoufand guilders. At leafl: fevcnty- 
two thoufand horfes pafs this roädievery year, 
befides a great number of horfes belonging to 

private 
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piivste perlb^^ not taken mtb the ^oöuilik 
There Kkciirtfc gc every daiy bcttfreen the twd 
cities fwd large Veffek^ which are conftftHtljr 
fiHed with nien and merchandize, I met irkh 
waggotis on this road, whicb> at »diäiance^ 
looked like I»rge hötfes. They were drawn 
by fixteeft or eighteen horfe», arid, as the wag^ 
goners aftired me» carried load&of one hundred 
dnd forty or one hthidr^d aild fifty hi^ndredr 
weight« They generally ^ from Fra*c£brt t^ 
Sträfbwg« 

We came throisgh the ps^£f Jbtle citf oi 
Hochft) which ts fituacedr very |>iea(ani:iy and 
wholeibcncfy^ on an eldVation &c msks from 
Francibrt« I flmuld not kayeilaade mention 
of this placcj but U> fee right z nliftake iaeo^ 
which Mr^ Moore Ja^t fiiUen; in doing whkh 
I fhall have occaüon to \wf before you a very 
temarkaUe inftance of the political ntifina«' 
ttagetnentdf two different governments«. 

Near diis little town you fee ä ma^ficenil 
Country^-hdufe« the arcfcite£b«re of which is not 
very good. The builder is an italtan* of thci 
nstmc of Bolongaro^ who^ widiouc a penny o^ 
original fonuoej has fottisd mcansi to aofuire^ 
intireiy by his oxM kiduü:ry, a caphal of &dm m 
million to » nnftlian and a ha^ of guilders^ 
He made his fortune intireiy by the fnuff 
ji 2 which 



l8o TRAVELS THROUGH GUMAKY. 

ifirhich bears his namci which is ftill extremely 
liked throughout all Germany. This man was 
ranked in the clafs of inhabitants $ I do not 
know exactly whether he was defirous to leave 
the city, or ivhether the government of Franc- 
fort had occafion to tax him afrefli äs an out* 
burgher ; be that as it may, he was called upon 
to lay an account of his circumftances before 
the regency. He offered an immenfe fum of 
money if they would take his word for the fum 
total, without defcending into particulars ; but 
nothing would fatisfy them but an inventory, 
which they infilled on with all die obftinacy 
and harlhnefs of a fmall ftate. It fo happens 
that there is a compaft fubfifting between the 
ftates of Mentz and Francfort, by which the 
burgeflfes of the one arc allowed to migrate to 
the other, without let or moleftation. Bolon« 
garo determined to feize the opportunity to re- 
venge himfelf of a government who had treated 
him fo ill. He accordingly built at Hochft, 
and became a fubjeft of Mentz, which laved 
him from the neceffity of laying an inventory 
of his eftatc before the magiftracy of Francfort, 
and enabled him to go there as often as he 
pleafed, without leaving a creutzer ♦ behind 
him. Mr. Moore fays that the immcnfc pa- 
lace 
• A fertMnj. 
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lace which he has built at Hochft^ (lands quite 
empty ; but we (hall eafily conceive how much 
bu(inefs is carried on thercj if we» confider that 
Mr. Bolongaro now pays at leaft eight thoufand 
guilders lefs to the cuftoms at Francfort, than 
he did before, when his whole bufinefs was 
done in that city. He has alfo contrived that 
great part of the confignments fent from Bre^ 
men, Hamburgh, and the feveral parts of 
Heflia and Hanover into Suabia, Alfatia, and 
Switzerland, (hould go through Hochft inftead 
of going through Francfort as they did before. 
The legiflature of Mentz has much facilitated 
this by building him a crane on the Maine, 
before his palace. 

Mr. Bolongaro has carried his revenge Hill far- 
ther. He took Mr. Beggiora, one of the acuteft 
and moft intelligent of his countrymen, out of 
one of the bcft houfes of Francfort, and entered 
into partner(hip with him for efl:abli(hing a com« 
merce in drugs, the moft capital branch of 
trade in Francfort, at Hochft. The bare firm 
of Mr. Bolongaro was of unfpeakable fervice 
to this trade, and foon repaid him, with intereft, 
die fums he^ had advanced i but be(ides this, 
jtlie partner enjoyed the exemption of cuftoms 
which Bolongaro had obuined from the re- 
gency of Mentz, for twenty years. The con- 
M J fcquencc 
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fequrnce vfas, chat thU sicw branch of tradir 
was opened to fo mvich advantage, as fooQ » 
put one hundred and fixty thoufaAd guilders, 
or fixteen thoufaxid pounds, into Mr« Boloni» 
garo^s pocket. All this (hews that the regency 
of Francfort conunitted a great x^nce againft 
i^e profperity of tbe country, by this perfkcu-» 
tion of Mr. Bolongaoo ^ and that Mr. M&ortg 
who doubtlefs faw Bolocig^ifo's building in 
cotnptiny with the Fraocfoftians» and thffiMgll 
their eyes, would m>t h^vc fQ^9A It fo €^fif^ 
if he had feen it widi his own. 

The Rcgcacy of Mmtt were not, howcvw, 
^iky pf ft left fwk in their adoptiw of Mr. 
Bolongaro, than that of Francfort ifi iJjjpif pefr 
fe^Vtion Off him. The pof&jTors of iviill^ns 
9^ not ^Wftys beneficial ii|hi»bit^i«s to 4 ft^^lj 
Qi^tei 012 th^ coQitrAry, a couple of dozen of 
wwv^ß looms, whicii fupport w iiwMb-ipu* 
{na^ in a cxfeditable m^ner, are at all ximc» pf 
more vahie than ever fo ms^ny peaces of thi* 
]^loAg^ro kind. Th<; c^urf of Menp hs^ 
p^id v^ty deftrly for the h^noijir of having ithis 
r4ch m^n for itß fubjed:, by enteririg inc^ cpg^ 
tr^s very adv^ntftgeons to hiob bW fn«A 
qtberwife to the A^. Nfr. Polo^agaro ^^^gex} 
to fpend a ^rt^ii^ Awfb I bplmk twPf«y ^b»»^ 
fan4 gijildeM * eypiy ye»r, tiferi^g mmi^ 

years, 
• Two thoufand pounds* 
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years> in büliding at Hochfl. For this the go« 
vernment of Mentz granted him an exemption 
of all cuftoms for twenty years, an illimited 
freedom of trade, as much ftone as he chofe to 
take from the ruins of an old callle, and four 
horfes free from taxes for his own ufe. The 
exemption of cuftoms alone, and the liberty to 
leave Francforc, are more than an equivalent 
for the promifed buildings of twenty years j but 
even thcfe laft he has contrived to turn intirely to 
his own advantage. He had made the regency 
of Mentz believe, in his boafting and mag- 
niiicent manner, that in the courfe of the 
twenty years he would build them a fuperb 
new town, which he propofed to • call Emme- 
rickftadt, in honour of the dead eleftori but 
all he did was to build fome houfes adjoining 
to his palace, which no doubt Mr. Moore 
took for the wings of it. It is certain that Mr. 
Bolongaro fcarce expended half the yearly 
fum he had covenanted to do -, and that for 
many years the whok town of Emmerickftadt, 
from whence he dated his letters to all the 
world, was occupied by his own compting^ 
boufe only. 

Still, however, might the rcgeacy of Mentz 

fauve been excufable for laying out fa much in 

ihe acquitition of this rich citizen, had fome 

N 4 part 
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part of his money at leaft been devoted to the 
employment of ufeful hands, or fome part of 
his fubftanccj fpent for the benefit of the ftate ; 
but excepting a few plaifterers and carpenters, 
no fubjeft of Mentz has feen a penny of Mr. 
Bolongaro's money. Ahiioft all his tobacco 
is prepared out of the country, and even the 
greateft part of it exported from Francfort, where 
his principal warehoufes and magazines ftillare. 
He only removed that part of his trade to 
Hochft, which he could not carry on fo well at 
' Francfort, and availed himfelf of the privileges 
of a citizen of Mentz, to hurt the former city, 
without being of the leaft ufe to the latter : nay, 
it is ftill free for him or his heirs to leave Hochft 
Whenever they pleafe, and make it up with 
Francfort. In the mean time he has built him- 
felf a. palace for the fununer iti the cheapeft 
manner, and furrounded it with commoa 
houfes, the rents of which will richly pay hini 
for the fums he has laid out upon them. 

This however was only apolitical error in the 
regency of Mentz; but the univerfal liberty 
of trade granted to Mr. Bolongaro, is an 
unpardonable offence, both againft morals and 
politics. This man, who originally was lower 
than the dirt in the flxeets, became a miracle rf 
popular infolence, There are examples of his 

niggardlinefs. 
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' niggardlinefs^ which almoft furpafs all concep- 
tion^ and they are the more flxong from being 
a fingular contraft, to the brutal and offenfive 
magnificence that is peculiar to him. The 
pride of doing mifchief, has led him to make his 
fellow-citizens feel the weight of his money in 
every tranfaftion by which a penny is to be 
got. There were eight or nine retail merchants 
in the little town of Hochft, who contrived to 
live honourably, and carry on a fmall trade. 
Mr. Bolongaro could not reft contented with 
the great advantage his own commerce enjoyed 
from the exclufive privilege given him, but he 
muft make ufe of it, if not to the total ruin, to 
the manifeft oppreffion of thefe poor people. 
He therefore opened a dniggift's (hop for the 
fale of his goods in the retail way. The re- 
gency of Mentz, though afting upon much 
better principles than any other of the ecclefi- 
aftical ftates of Germany, had ftill not fenfe 
enough to fee that eight middling and decent 
trades-people are a greater acquifition to a 
country than one very rich one, even when the 
capital of the latter is a thoufand times greater 
than that of the former. 

Mr. Bolongaro's abjeft fpirit carried him ftill 

farther. He wanted a monopoly of all the moft 

important articles of commerce^ and t% obtain 

4 it, 
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U| offoced the regency a large fum; l^t this 
^e prefent prince would not accept. 

To fill up the meafure of his crimm, Bo^ 
longaro brought a' complaint againft the. fift^r^ 
men of the place> for having hurt feme tree or 
ftatye in his garden, and infifted on their being 
depriyed of the privilege pf fUhing in the jriver 
Nid, which nma miäf^ the wall of hia gardien 
into thp M^ijic* This tpo the regg^cy Vfj^ 
weak and wicked enough to grant ; ihw rol^ 
bing of their broad a nwniber of poor famuios^ 
in order to ferve a wretdbi, wfaofe charaöcr I 
cmne« \)smr fmn up, than by telling you he 
gave an old fi'i^nd, who had met w'uk mti^r^ 
Xme^p and wa$ co^ie a great way in herpes of 
receiving aiJMlaAce from tbi» pfofpeFow country- 
n?«n .^f his^^Htygl^ four fm^pwi'^, ^d tfe^t 
ijhp wprft k^ could piqk out 9f his purfe. 

1 (^ul4 not have detain^ you thu^ Igng with 
this trifling incident, but to Ihew ^low fondly the 
finali fta^es of Germany purchafe the power of 
doii]ijg ^ch other harm i for there is no doiiht 
\>\}t the deftre of hurting Francfort was the true 
caufc that led the regency qf Mentz to ^ive this 
ridiculous proteftion. 

I yifited the c\\m njanufgdure at Hochrfl ; 
il i§ not l^khsrtQ in yexy briUiant circumftanp es; 

it 

#■ 

♦ Two-peace. 
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it 15 divided iato iharas^ th/t poff^ors of which 
are 00c m^n cdcukted tp do what is heft far 
the wbßlp : di^y are, however, hard ai: work 
upon plans to impmyie it« Among^ other pep^ 
pie engaged m them, I vifited Mr. Melchior, 
wko is ceitaialy one of the grpatdl ftatuixkl 
naw i^ifting, and kas aa unfpeakA'bie lovi: for 
his art. Thene are hut fev great works of hif, 
though what he has done in this way is intstikr 
able ; but h^ is wldionit a rival in drnali models^ 
and it is to his l^bouns that this pcxroelane mami» 
fafiorjr owes itß celebrity. 

Tke yäkges and femis nrhich we «et wilb 
on theiwayix) Fi^pAcfocsc hkher^ wouJd pi& fi^ 
towns in iBavari^^ or the nordi of Gernaiany; 
They all hefp»k a higji ftate «f opwkitfp «i 
ü^ inhabitants. The beggars <me QCf^üpn^j 
iees, aneaoonfequeAoe of die way of thiDking 
of the Gexsman catholics, and ii^e opi^iQ»» af 
their governors, whieh I meotioiaed in fp^i^g 
of Wurtzburg. A pea&5^t i$ in gi^^ffal ejif.. 
fl!emdy happy tiwrw^yt the wfeol? <K*BiHy- 
He is almofl: ey^iy wh^p ,^ ffßßm^^, »fld <^ 
prefBai with no fcaid fiax^s, A Jitfl^ ^pre c»^ 
£o provide empAoyjnrotsfor^^ haodsihaf: c;^^ 
be fpar^ &om agriodture, with 4 li^l^ i@äQfi$ 
attention to fichacation, in ord^r ^ infpii^ «^ 
j>$^k with a greater difguä 10 beting, my^ 

mak« 
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make this government almojft per£e6k. In the 
neighbouring country of Darmftadt, whidx I 
likewife vifited from Francfort, the peafant is 
by no means To rich as the inhabitant of the* 
territory of Mentz, for nature has not been fo 
liberal to him, and he is loaded with more 
taxes ; but he is cleaner and more aftive; nor 
will you fee fo many beggars in the flxeets of 
Darmftadt. 

Till within fix miles of Mentz, the inhabi- 
tants live chiefly on their agriculture. The 
earth yields uncommon returns, and the corn 
of this country^is imported fer and wide on the 
Rhine. Tjafere are alfo large quantities of 
fruits and greens of all kinds ; excellent afpara- 
gus and cabbage are the food of the moft com- 
mon people : nor is there a place in Germany 
«yhere the people are fo fond of them, or have a 
greater fupply of provifions of this kind. Great 
(hip*loads of their cabbages, as well raw as 
pickled, are carried down the Lower Rhine, as 
far as Holland. The little city of Croncburg, 
fituated on an eminence fix miles off the main 
road, drives a trade with Holland to the 
amount of eight thoufand guilders a-year for 
apples, cyder, and chefnuts, of which laft it 
has large groves. AH the villages of the coun- 
try lie in orchards of trees, and command large 

fields 
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fields of com below, Thefe numeroiis orchards 
make the country look a little poor, though it 
is as well cultivated as any other part of Ger- 
many. In the ftrip of land which lies betwixt 
Francfort, Mentz, and the neareft hills to the 
north of Mentz, containing a fpace of about 
twelve miles long, and fix broad, they reckon 
eight little cities, five large market-towns, and 
about eighty villages, few of which contain lefs 
than fixty families.. 

At Wickeard, a place which is fix miles firom 
Mentz, the nature of the coxmtry intirely 
changes; an arm of the large mountain called 
Wetteraw, extends itfelf here to the banks of 
the Maine, and forms a couple of large hills, on 
the one of which, Wickeard, and on the other, 
Hocheim is fituated. The fouthem and weft- 
ern fides of the former produce an excellent 
wine. The eallern fide of the fecond yields 
admirable corn ; and the parts of it expofed to 
the fouth and weft, afford the moft delicious wine, 
without comparifon, of all Germany. The lit- 
tle village of Hocheim, from whence the Eng- 
liih give all kinds of Rhenifh wine die name of 
Hock, contains about three hundred families. 
A prettier village I have not feen. It belongs 
to the chapter of Mentz, the dean of which en- 
joys the revenue of it j in a good year he makes 

from 
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froiA t^thrt tö fifteen tkou&od guilder» c^Iiig 
vfiDie. 1^ mä th4 Auguföüei of M^i:^ m^ 
Frttcfijft, have rfie exdufive enjöytö^rit of <he 
b«ft Hochdmef vwne, öf trhkh, m göod yea«, 
a piece, eöttfiftmg of one huftdred meaftircs, 
feils for from nine hundred to one thoufand 
guildcils from the prefe. ' Th» it cettainly one 
of the deareft wine^ in xhe worfd. Having a 
deÄre to tafte it on the fpot, wt were obliged to^ 
pay a rix dollar; it was, however, of thef brfl 
vintage in this century, to wit, that o^iy66» 
Nor fhould we have had it, btit for aft advocate 
of Ment2, to whom the hoftefs meant to ftcw 
favour. This was the firft German wific I had 
met with which was intirely without any four 
tafte: it was quite a perfume to the tongue; 
whereas the other wine of Hoeheim, kt k be 
as good as it may, is not qpte dear of vine-. 
gar ; though for this alfo, if it ha» any age, you 
are forced to pay a guilder and ^ hatfr The 
whole way from Hocheim to Mentz, was die 
mod beautiful of the whole jotffncy ditfbgtfcffee 
miles. It lay along the flopc of the hül^ coverai 
with fine vmeyards, which are (haded from the 
road by beautifol fruit-trees. This defcent c<»n- 
mands a beautiful profped, over a fmaU; but 
uncommonly rich country, terminated by the 
Conflux of the Khine md Maine. The fine 

wine 
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wine 4o^s not grow on this üde of tke hiU> .but 
on cbe other« From kcnee ycm defcendimo a 
vale, watered by a little rivulet, wh^$ cornr 
ßf jkls, meadQw^^ atid orcM^s^ fonh ibt pußt^ 
tieft prefftd:. tmägiflabk* . A% the kft^ f hrcfujgh 
an drchard. of fruit-tröes, yöU fee the bedutifi4 
village of Koftheimw Thfc. :way tken winds 
durough the orchards aild viiieyards of th* ki^c 
vill^c of Caflil, which appears direftly opp^- 
fit» to Mentis^ at the end of a fine altey leading 
to the banks of the Rbkue^ . 

: As (ban as yxDu atrive at the foric^ of bbsats 
acrcrfs the Rhine^ you are ftruck with one of 
the moft magnificent fpe&acles that it is pofiible 
fe^ hvdnäti iniagiftafioft to conceive, ttee 
\>td\id ftreaili which had no\t fwallowed Up the 
Mftinej äÄd is fourteen huhdred fe^ftt btökd^ 
<:orfies out of a plain which extends a$ fai^ as th^ 
horizon ; but at Mentz large hills come ath^vatt 
its courfe, and coöipel it^ aftfef forftiiflg fome 
iflands, to change the northern dif eÖäon, wWch 
it has kept from SM^kteriand hither, fctfa^Wöft*- 
trn öiit. It is thefe bills, on ds^ Hopes of wi»ch 
you behold feveral h^i^mtioi^/ which f&tm that 
celebrated an^ptiidieätre caüed die RhOMgau, 
the throne of tiit Geröiah BacctaiÄ* The 
Rhine ftitt ktepB Ac beautiful ^een fd ttiuch 
^n^ired ih Switzerland;- sßnd eveti at fome dif^ 

tance 
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tancc below this city, the difference of its wa^ 
tcrs and thofe of the muddy Maine, is eafily to 
be difcemed. Direftly before youf eyes you 
have the city of Mentz, which prefettts itfclf 
with a majefty not to be defcribed. The num- 
berlefs boats which deck its banks, as weil as 
the numerous and magnificent towers of its 
churches, are reflefted by the clear flream«. 
The length of the city towards the Rhine, in- 
cluding the fortifications, is at leaft a mile and 
a half. Amidil the large and fomediing dark 
mafs of old buildings, you fee now and then a 
few new ones ftrike out, which form a pleafing 
contraft. Both the houfes towards the Rhine, 
and thofe at the two ends of the city, are here 
and there ornamented with a rich green. In a 
word, the fituation of Drefden, magnificent as 
it is, is hardly to be compared with that of 
Mentz* 

When you come into the city the beauty of 
the profpeft is much changed. The ftreets are 
dark, narrow, and not very clean.— But before 
I fay any thing more of Mentz, I muft give you 
an account of fome excurfions I made from 
Francfort into the neighbouring cities. 

I took a ride to Darmftadt, which is a fmall 
but lovely place. At Francfort they had de- 
fcribed the people to me as ftifF, but I found 

the 
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^ circle in which I livrf, w4 i^rhich confifted 
of fom^ cpunfeUaiP» and oAogyri, uncoxnmoiily 
a^bk, gcnred, md «ftfy» Indeed were it in 
xnypcwer, I w5(h for no beto^ company to 
make we relifli life ihaft that I met with at 
Dai^mäadt ; nor do I know a place where t 
"ikwid pitch my tent fo willingly, if it depended 
i^n «yfelf to fix the place of my abode. Yon 
ure i» the midft of feveral large cities, not far 
dÄant &am each other. The company is fuch 
as you can only meet with in large cities. The 
air i$ good ; the provifions cheap ; and yoi^ 
have it always in your power to unite the city 
and country life. Add to this, that the popu»* 
larity of the cpxirt, the delicate Englifli garden 
open to every body, the magnificent parade^ 
the number of agreeable women, and die hunt- 
ing parties, which are to be made at no great 
«pence, render it a moft defirable habitation. 
The talents of the reigning prince are alto- 
gether of the military kind. He refides Utde 
i^t Daroiftadt; but the hereditary prmce, who is 
conftandy there, is one of the moft agreeable 
and beft men in the world. He knows nothing 
of the hauteur which encompajBTes fo many other 
German princes, and baniflies ftrangers from 
ihem. The income of this court is eftimated to 
amount to One million one hundred and fifty 
veu nu O fhQ\£m^ 
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thoufand Rheniih guilders^ or about one htm« 
dred and fifteen thoufand pounds ; a great parr^ 
however, of this, is appropriated to the pay* 
ment of the principal or intereft of old debts.— ^ 
This is the fituation of all the German courts. 

This part of the territory of Darmftadt, which 
lies betwixt the Rhine, the Maine, the Berg- 
ftraffe, and the Odenwald, is the moft confider- 
able of them in extent, but by no means the 
beft ; it is made up chiefly of fandy plains and 
thick forefts, the beft part of which is the Plack 
Wood. Some diflrifts on the Bergftraflc 
and the Odenwald are uncommonly fruitful;, 
but in general the poflTeflions of this houfe, 
which lay in the Wetterau, are much richer 
than this part of the marquifate of Caflfeneln- 
Bogen* Notwithflanding this, there is a great 
degree of opulence amongft the peafants ; their 
indufby, and the aftivityand wifdom of the go- 
vernment, making up for what nature has rcfufed 
them. The villages in this country have an 
uncommonly neat and ^y afpedl. The corn 
afforded by thefe fandy plains, the quantity 
of wood, and the large quantity of garden 
ftufF, together with the other produce of 
their agriculture, bring confiderable fums to 
the country. The little hamlet of Gerau fells 
from four to five thoufand guilders-worth of 
cabbage, which is looked upon as the beft in 

this 
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this country, every year. The afparagus of 
Darmftadt are famous all over Germany for 
their beauty and fize : at feveral places they 
likewife make a wine, which is very tolerable. 

The peafants of this country are a very ftrong 
and handfome race of men, well boned and 
well finewed- Better or more aftive troops than 
the three Darmftadt regiments of infantry, are 
not to be feen in Germany ; the Pruffian troops 
themfelves not excepted. They conlift of about 
6000 men. - The regiment of them quartered 
^t Pirmafentz is vifited and admired by our offi- 
cers from Stratzburg, Landau, Fort Lewis, and 
other places. It is indeed a pattern of difcipline, 
«economy j and good behaviour. The wonderflil 
military talents of the Prince of Darmftadt give 
the greateft expeftations of the regiment called 
formerly the Royal Baviere, which he com- 
manded in our army. This prince is commonly 
much blamed for his military turn; but his 
troops are really no detriment to the country ; 
it is incredible how little they coft ; and as 
they have frequent furloughs granted, agricul- 
ture fuffers nothing from them : they are, in fadt, 
only a well-difciplined and well-regulated mili- 
tia. Nor is the military education without its ad- 
vantages in other refpefts ; one immediately ftes, 
upon looking at thefe peafants, that they have 
o 2 feen 
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tmty, diftingiriÖi them frcM» their neighbours^ 
Nor are thßfe troof» contmodixks for the nwrk^, 
fibetbofe of many oiher German prm^s. The 
EoglHh fkate, Gemisnl Fawcet^ o^ned a mue^ 
ki^r ]^c^ for them Iban wlj^t lie ^e ^ 
Land^ve of Heflp ; b\A he om: widi g. fiat 4?- 
nial^ tfaou^ his moiie^ would hare been of.grea^ 
fervice for the payment o£ pld deb^. 

iti siy way from A&iia;fienhurg to Franc&M^ 
I tame dm)u^ Hanatu The GDimiry Jaelcmg- 
ing a the prinq^ of that aame pmdnees m 
great deal of com, wcxxl, wine, and:&k, vhiüiie 
may bring in about f^ thou&nd Rhemfli gtiil- 
dexY, or about five dioxiüaiid pounds yeady« 
Hanau is a very pretty vmd weU-peopled x%:» 
in which there are fe\reral mamifadhirefi, poftL«- 
culariy fif wodilen fhifis. The reigning .{mnce 
is the moft aniable man I have yet met with 
amongft the German potenta^s. Every £ban^ 
ger who haa either rank, merit, or knowladge^, 
to diftingui(h him, is fecure of a good reception 
at bis court, I am acquainted with no perfbn 
of that high jrank, who lets a fbunger feel hia 
elevation fb li^ zs this &vereign does. He 
can fo thoroughly divcft himfelf of his fbttian, 
that I know few perfons who ecpal him fiither 

ioi 
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ia the choice or cnjoyoxent of the pkafures q€ 
ibciety« Hi3 brother, is as amJahb a» himfelf: 
they B£^ both zealot free-inafoä»* He is 
. iAkned, as well as the Pnned of Danoiibadt^ 
on account of the nmabsr <£ his troops; but a^. 
hfi: IS heir of Gaflel, dtergoviamnient of which is 
ki6ffe)y tniiitary, aus reproack k of Iktle coftf6- 
qoence. 

Vrm^fc/Pi commaiteds a moft beauäfol country 
on atl fides. The vi&ges and hamkts of this 
€ommy v/QHAd p^ for to^ms in other places^ 
In ^ Äavarf* SiÄpe is^ Äot a «ity, ^ee]^öng- Mu^ 
Jifeh only, whieli- cm vfe- wJth the hanlet erf 
H^enfeacfr, three mife» dSffiaiit front Franc-, 
forty either irt beauty, populauiorty oi^ richer- 

I made an excurfio»y wiA 2t genfifenatan 6f 
FrafM^rt, to Ihmkerg vm dir Jhke^ the reli- 
dehce of a prince of tfee Koufe of Hefle, who 
«ake's his name from thi* Ettte ta^i^. The ter- 
ritory of tfe» prince cohfiffis only of a few fmall 
villages, « one of which Äere h a veiy rich 
colony of Tlögonots. The proper name of this 
b Fred^jKk£iorf, butinAe whole country they 
eatt^ it Walfi^orf. This ar^ fkfnl* our being 
called Weld^es in this country ; a ia^crit which 
in Bata:ria 9iJtA Adbria is commonly ^ven to the 
Italians. There are goodimanufiidureshere, pa^- 
«olarlyofvmoti&wocdiexiiftaflk 1?hecouxti»lik^: 
03 the 
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the city, exceedingly finall ; but ftrangers iarc 
made very welcome. The princefs, who is a 
filler to the late Grand Dutchefs of Ruffia, the 
Dutchefs of Weimar, and the Margravine of Ba- 
den, is one of the moft refpeftable women I have 
ever feen. The education of thefe four princefles 
does the utmoft honour to all Germany, as well 
as to their refpedtable mother, whofe magnificent 
grave, in the park of Darmftadt, is a lafting me- 
morial of her uncorrupt tafte and noble way of 
thinking. The Prince of Homberg is alfo a. 
well-educated man ; fo that this court, fmall as 
it is, was one of thofe I admired moft in ail 
Germany. The whole of its income does not 
amount to more than one hundred thoufand rix 
dollars, or ten thoufand pounds. 

The country betwixt Francfort, Homberg, 
Cronberg, and Rodelheim, is thick fet with vil- 
lages and hamlets, which form the prettieft 
inland pidture imaginable. You feldom meet 
with a pleafanter landfcape than fi-om the view 
^t Oberurfel, a large hamlet in the territory of 
Mentz, which lies between Cronberg and Hom-. 
berg. The noife of fome iron and copper hani-. 
mers has an exceeding good effed, 

Wemetwith an adventure in this country, which 
I (hall all my life long-recoiled with the greateft 
pleafui«. Behind Cronberg the mountimcaUe4^ 
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JUthnigeTj or the old king^ Faifes its bare head 
high abo3(^ the ridge of hills, which protcft the 
fine plain along the fide of the Maine, between 
Francfort and Mentz^ from the rude North 
wind. They tell many flxange ftories of this 
kill, and of an old ruinous caftle which (lands on 
it. We afcended him wkh fome difficulty, but 
at the top met with a fpeftade which will never 
go out of my remembrance. Direftly to die 
fouth you overlook a plain thirty-three miles 
broad, which is terminated by the fiimmits of 
the Odenwalde and the Speßart. Here you 
may difcern all . the villages, hamlets, and 
towns, which lie between Francfort and the 
Maine ; together with a great part of the coun- 
try of Darmftadt. The eaftem view is clofed 
by the Speflart, which is fifty-one miles diftant. 
The whole country of Afchaffenburg, along the 
Maine, along the Necker, and as far as the 
Donnerlberg in the Upper Palatinate, lay like 
a map under our feet. Thefe extenfive pro- 
fpöäs are common enou^ in many countries, 
but you fddom fiöd them fo thickly fprinkled 
with the fmiling habitations of men. Behind 
you to the northward, and on both fides to the 
wefl: and north-eaft, you overiook partly barren 
or well-wooded mountains, and partly the moft 
tgr^eablc mixture of foft hills and .j)lains that 
04 caft 
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cao be concetvad. Dkeddy agaiuft th* i^dk^ 

the sow ^ nkAmtains fonnt the fisicft anaphl»* 

tkettre diat Caa be eoteeived. The &mi0t fi^tf, 

bcHtrerer^ was that whkh we ikw the next macif«- 

kg« There is a fpot on tlus mouittam very (i^ 

Yourable £ar feeing thenfing-fiui* In dnkr toi 

enjoy thi» fpeiäadc, we had. protriitol cattfelvet 

wkh {HeUi&»^ to guard agaiaft tfage ceid^ but 

were obliged to make a fire of wood in the B%ht^ 

though alter ooe of the warmcft daft in AugtifL 

The riie ^ the morftmg, however^ fuU^ oter^ 

p^ us fer the coik of the night. Neter did 

I ktl my own exiftence, or that oi die h&xng 

which animates all naccnre oiere fiiUy, than at the 

inftant in which the firft ray of the mom gikkd 

the tops of the Sptgä^t and Odinmaidey bod^ 

whkh at a dift^ce appeared to be iflands of fire. 

As far as this hill all wasf thick darksidk; bat^is 

eaftern view appeared like an iUtuninated ifland 

fwimming <hi the blade ocean of night. The 

mcurning fpreading wider and wider |liewed m% 

the moft beautiful lactdfcape hi nriniaftare that 

we had ever fcen. We beheld villager afiit off 

in the (hade, wfafeh one vse^ of the moming-^ 

fun broke through and difpdled tl^ darknefs of^ 

By dqgrees we iaw the feparatiop. of the hills^i 

widi their fever^l breaks and windings^, i^very 

thing looked as it does wiien yoo fee a ifoe anc) 

welU 



welUilkuciiiied kadfinpe threti^ a perQpe£kive^ 
S^». A preflbic never befoi^ experienced 
took poiTcffion of my breaft ou behcddisig thiaii 
fciesie. But the firft bresdii of the &n hkaieiC 
furpafled all the beami^s of the day-brealu 
The gprandeur^ v^riety^ and mdgiuficence of this 
appearance^ is above all defcripttoa. The piaan^ 
feventy-five miles long, and icuty-twa mUa 
broad^ which lies betwix^t the Sptffart^ thr 
J>om4rßHrj^ the wefternpart of ^ Odenwahk^ 
and our hiUs^ was overfpread with leixge ftresdss 
of light;^ which contrafted m the ffa-ongeft muh 
aer with the thickne^ of the Jfliads»^ We be- 
held the top of the Donnerßerg gilded oveiv 
whilft deep darknefs brooded at his feet and all 
over the Rhine beneath. We ourfelves were 
in light, but the plains and villages beneatfc 
. tis were in a kind of half datknefs, only broken 
by the refleftion of the light from our hills. 
The elevated parts of the immenfe plains, which 
lay before us, broke through the darknefs widi 
a cheerfolncfs, which brought them half as near 
again to us, and produced the moft agreeable 
deception. Now a fpire emerged from the 
gloom, then th^ fummit of a hill covered witli 
wood, ölen a whole village with its tree^ 
feemed to fwim on the earth ; here lay a corn-» 
ßdd in light, by which it feemed, if I may ufe 

th? 
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the cxpreffion, as it were, parted and raifed tip 
from the country round. The Maine, which 
hitherto had appeared like a dark ftripe of ^the 
profpeÄ, began likewife to be illuminated with 
filvcr; and the Rhine was foon brought nearer 
to our eyes in the fame manner. But I fed 
that I am attempting to defcribe a fcene above 
all defcription; and, for the defcribing of 
which I have no talents. In brief, I have often 
fcen the fun rife, but never fo magnificently as^ 
upon the AU-Konig. It is indeed moft likely 
diat a man may go through many countries^ 
without meeting with fo favourable a fpot as this 
is for fiich an objeft*. 



LETTER LXIIL 

Mentz. 
^I^RAVELLERS, who do not care for 
jL the trouble of moving far from their head 
quarters, carry away no very favourable im* 
preflion of this town with them. The beft part 
of it is that in which there are hardly any. inns, 
or any thoroughfares. The inn of the Three 
Crowns, which is far the beft in the place, and 
indeed an excellent one, is in the very worit 

fituatioa 
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fituation imaginable. From hence you may 
wander over the greatefl: part of the town, with- 
out meeting with any thing but a heap of black 
houfes, many of which threaten to fall into the 
narrow flxeets. It was owing to thefe caufes that 
I had heard fuch very different accounts of this 
town before I came into it ; fome defcribing it 
as a fink, and others as one of the beft towns in 
Germany. A few days ago I met with a coun- 
tryman of ours, an aventurier, who, finding his 
account in being here, like feveral other gen- 
tlemen of his clafs, would have flood me out 
that it was the only handforoe town in Germany. 
As the good gentleman had feen nothing but 
Cologne, Treves, and a part of Weflphalia, the 
only anfwer that I could make him was, that 
Germany was very large. 

The northern part of the city, in which the 
archbifhop refides, is full of very regular build^f 
ings. Here are three regular flreets, called the 
Blercben, which run parallel to each other from 
the banks of the Rhine to 600 yards within 
the cit)^, and are cut almoft regularly by very 
pretty crofs ftreets. The archbifhop's palace 
has a moft commanding view of thefe flreets, 
the Rhine, and the Rhinegau. There are alfo 
fpme good buildings in the old part of the city. 
The market of beafb is extremely well worth 
♦ . 5 feeing; 
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jfasmg; and yon here atid diere joniet wkbodi» 
agreeable fpots. The msdi^t in tihe mid^e of 
dxetown^ though not regnlar, is one of die prec- 
tieft places I have met wkh^ in Gennaay. 

The cathedral is weH wordiy nmc&. It is 
an imntenfe large old GodiiG btifldmg, the 
%iife of which was ftrnck widj ligtening fevea- 
men yats: a^py and incirely kid in aflies. As it 
was made c£ a ferdd of wood, it burned four* 
ti6cn hours before it was intirely confumed» To 
prevent thefe aceidents for the future, the ch^K 
ttr had tbe prefent one built to die £une hei^t 
iff fione, aa undertaking which eoft: them foft^ 
duoufand guilders, or four d^tou&nd pounds^ 
it is a great pity that it is overloaded widi&iiA 
oii^ments, and a füll greater, that this wonderful 
edifice is fo choaked up with fhops and Ismfes^ 
a» tk> be hardly more than hdf vifible. As^ how- 
ever, houfe» and Ihops arc very dear in dtis part 
of die town, one cannot be very angry with the 
chapter for chuiing radaer to m^e the moäf of its 
ground, than to ffiew off the church to the bcft 
advantage. The rent of a (hop and a iingle room- 
telive in^ is one hundred and fifty guilders, or fif- 
teen pounds per ahrtum in this part of dietowm^ 

¥öu^ will ha-dly find' another churcfein- Gä^ 
many of the height and lengdiof this cadiedmU 
T heinfide of it is d'ccorattd with- fweml nMgiiifi^ 



cent mmuimfiiits of princoes a&d other ;gvnt 
^i^Grngges. AfiU)!^ the f eft^ i admit ed ikt 
manutnent of a priel^e bdoisi^g £o this callio* 
draiy wiioi4^ naisne was Dahlberg* it was jmde 
by ihe fiatuary Melchior^ whmnl mendonol to 
yBM mmyh& letter. The pr ekte» as Imgp m 
thj5 life, is lying on ^ colfifi, upw which th^f^r 11» 
a p^amid, whi<:h % Trinity is icgrr}^ing into die 
clouds. The work is very fine, but it would hwe 
iseen much finer if the (culptor had been fuffisred 
to fi}lh>w his own ideas. There is iä^ewife a .fime 
fiiece of flatuary in the upper choir ; it ref»-e£baf;^ 
^ coiint of Lamberg, who coounanded the inir- 
p^ial troops, whidi drove our forces out of the 
cenritory of Mencz at the beginning of this ceii- 
tmy^ and was killed by the fide of aneledor pala^ 
tine, duidng the adion, by sl mufket ball-^-rhe is 
töting up the top of his coffin with his right hand, 
ßBd holds the commander^ ftaiT with his left : 
:üds has an exceeding good effed. Thischureh 
•contains jGo^ral odier monuments well worth 
£seing. The Ti^eafury is very fuperior to that 
laf JOedden, which has been fo much ipoken of« 
jSefidfisthe oithedr^, the city of Mentz con^ 
tains feveral other chqrches in tihe modern ftyle, 
jjffcry well worth feeing. St. Peter's, and the 
^fuit's diuixh, though both too much loaded 
«rith ornament, are.amon^ diis number. Tte 

church 
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church of the Auguftines, of which the inhabi* 
tants of Mentz are fo proud, is a mafter-piece of 
bad tafte ; but that of Ignatius, though little is 
iaid about it, would be a model of the antique, 
if here likewife there had not been too much 
»ornament laviflied. Upon the whole, the pa- 
laces of the noblefle want that noble fimplicitjr, 
which alone conftitutes true beauty and mag- 
nificence. 

In another century [the externals of the city 
will be quite changed. The late prince built a 
great deal, and. the prefent has a tafte for the 
feme fort of expence. The monks and gover- 
nors of hofpitals alfo have been forced to rebuild 
their houfes ; fo that when a few more flxeets 
are made broader and Itraighter, the whole will 
have no bad appearance. The inhabitants^ 
who, together with the garriion, amount to 
thirty thoufand, are a good kind of people, who, 
like all the catholics of Germany, make great 
account of a good table. Their faces are in- 
terefldng, and they are not deficient either in 
.wit or aftivity. In a few generations more their 
•minds will be as cultivated as thofe of their pro- 
teftant brethren, as the government has diftin- 
guifhed itfelf, for the fixteen or eighteen years 
paft, by excellent eftabliftiments for education. 
As things now are, there is no catholic ftate in 

Germany^ 
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Germany which contains fo many deep thinkings 
and truly learned man a^ this does. Under the 
laft government the liberty both of thinking and 
writing was carried almoft as far as it could go :' 
- and though various cönfiderations, fuch as con- 
nexions with the latd emprefs, apprehenfions of 
the priefthood, family motives, and other caufes, 
have made it fomewhat lefs in the prefent times ; 
ftill however philofophy makes its way. In the 
mean time convifition- is not wanting, and the 
theory is as perfeft as can be defired. The 
archbifhop himfelf, like his brother the bifliop 
of Wurtzburg, is a man whom the knowledge of 
men and things have raifed to the poffeflion of 
many great places : they were his merits alone 
that engaged the emperor to recommend him 
upon die vacancy of this fee. You meet with 
very well-informed men amongft his counfellors 
and minifters, one of whom is equal to the tafk 
of governing a much greater country than the 
eleftorate of Mentz. 

It was probably out of refpeft for the im- 
perial court, at which the archbifhop was fomc 
time minifter of Mentz, that he introduced fe- 
veral innovations here not a litde detrimental 
to the welfare of the ftate. He ia one of the 
great imitators of the emprefs's eftablifhments 
for the prefcrvation of chaftity. He has alfo 

cftabliihed 
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cftnUUIicd it ii# A maxien m hU cM>fift9if > t» 
oMipcl the man who has kdiaced a «w^iDaii 19 
marjy her» in or4er ta p»vent: the i^d ^niC'- 
quence» pf vhoredom and iocnication. Fitf 
that the enlightened i^late doe» not fef the 
bad can&quences which muR mk irom iUch 
a0bciations« They fixewed me young mea 
here, who had become hnihandis in thia waf ^ 
A loft of al} true love and fidelity^ the im« 
fruitfulne& of the marriage bed» adultery, and 
the moft fcandajk>us corruptipns of every icind, 
mufi: eniiüe from fuch regulation». Fwtntdf 
the fame laws were eftabliihed at Naples ; bn^t 
experience loon taught that wife IcgiOatur^ 
that they were detrimental ; ^nd the whores 
were left to their fate# The emperor has likc^ 
wife repealed them at Vienna i nor will it be 
long before all the wodd is convinced that 
every phyßcal intcrpofitioii in matters of bare 
morality muft be prejudicial. It is faid^ indeed, 
tiiat laws of this kind prevent the murder oi 
faaftard children; but thole who argue thus 
do not confider that the coolnefs they introduce 
between the married pairs, and the Qther difor- 
ders they give rife to, occafion murders by the 
dozens. It is indeed too cruel to make the 
whole happinefs of a young man's life depend 
upon the fedudion of an hour. 

There 
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' There are few cities in Germany^ befides Vt- 
ehna, which contain fo rich and numerous a nor^ 
bility as this does : there are fome houfes hercj 
which have cftates of one hundred thoufand 
guilders^ or ten thoufand pounds a year. The 
Counts of Baffenheim, Schonborn, Stadion, In-^ 
gelheim, Elz, Oftein, and Walderdorf, and the 
Lords of Dahlbcrg, Breitenbacb, with fome 
others, have incomes of from thirty to on?;, 
hundred thoufand guilders* Sixteen or eighteeq: 
houfes have from fifteen to thirty thoufand 
guilders^ annual revenue. The nobility gf this 
place are fome of the oldeft and moft untainted 
in Germany. The fat canonries, and the hopes 
ofXometime or other producing an eleftor, 
make them fo careful to preferve themfelves 
pure* How profitable it is for a family to fee 
one of its branches on the archiepifcopal throne, 
you may gather froixx hence. The late eleftor, 
who was not the beft oeconomift in the world, 
and had but little Nepotifm about him, con- 
trived to leave his family nine hundred thou- 
fand guilders, of which, however, they have 
only the enjoyment, as it returns to the States 
after their death. His anceftor, a Lord of 
Oftein, left behind him four millions of Rhenifh^ 
guilders. 
VOL.. iir^ F . : There 
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Tkcre are» amongft the nobility of thb pUcc^ 
many perlbns of extraordinaty merit» who jmii 
iincommoA knowledge to all the dmics of 
adive life. Upon the whole, they aicfar fupe* 
rior to the greater part of the German Hobilit)^ 
Their education, however, is ftiö too ftiffl 
The firft miniftcr of the coort was refiufed ad- 
mittance into their affcmbfies, for not being 
iufficiently noble ; and they think they degrade 
(hemfelves by keeping company with boni^eois» 
They all fpeak a miferable French jargon, and 
are aihamed of their mother-tongue ^ fo that 
of courfe they know nothir^ of the Kteratxire 
of their own country, though extremely conver- 
fent in every trifle which comes from our 
preflesr Their tables, drcffes, and equipages, 
are all in the high Farifian ton > but if the 
poor barons did but know what wretched %ure» 
they cut at Paris, and how poor an opinion i» 
entertained of them there, notwithftanding the 
compliments they are loaded with for the fake 
of the louis-d'ors, they would wilh the dreffes 
and equipages, a la ParißermCi at the Devil» 
Some few of them, indeed, as the Lord of 
Dahlberg, the Stadtholder of Erfurth, Baroii 
Grofchlag, B^ron van der "Leyen, and a feW 
more, have brought fomething home from 
l^ris, bcfides the patois of our fifti-womcn, 

9xA 
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md the cut of our clothes ; but the number 
of thcfe improved men is too fmall uj)on the 
whole not to make it advifeable to prevent the 
prefeot nobility from coming into our country, 
where, for the moft part, they only expofe their 
native land, and leave their healths and for-^ 
tunes behind them. I am acquainted with 
feme young men of falhion, who, from being 
bred at home, are conftant fubjeds of derifion 
to the foreign educated nobility, by whom they 
are treated as cockneys ; but they remain in 
po0eflion of their plump and red cheeks; and 
though they may not figure in a circle, or make a 
good bow, or ftand upon oneleg^ they have good 
found underftandings, and know how to have a 
proper regard for the peafant and mechanic« 
The apparent contraft betwixt thefe perfons 
and the barons is a ftronger argument againft 
che modern education, than any other I could 
make ufe of. 

The clergy of this place are the richeft in 
Germany. A canonry brings in three thouland 
five hundred Rhenißi guilders in a moderate 
year. The canonry of the provoft is, without 
icomparifon, the richeft in Germany: it brings 
him in forty thoufand guilders a-year. Each of 
the deanrits is worth two thoufand fix hundred 
guilders* The income of the chapter all toge- 
ther aixioums to three hundred thoufand guil- 
p 2 ders. 
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dcrs. Though it is forbidden by the canons of 
the church for any one to have more than a 
fingle prebend, there is not an ecclefiaftic in 
this place but what has three or four ; fo that 
there is hardly a man amongftthem, who has not 
at leaft eight thoufand guilders a-year. The 
laft provoft, a count of. Eltä, had prebends 
enough to procure him an income of feventy- 
five thoufand guilders; Exclufive of the cathe- 
dral, there are feveral other choirs, in which the 
canonries bring in from twelve to fifteen hun* 
dred guädcrs a-year^ To give you an idea of 
the riches of the raonafteries of this plafCe, I will 
only tell you, that at the deftruftion of the 
Jefuits^ their wine, which was reckoned to fell 
extremely cheap, produced one hundred and 
twenty thoufand rix dollars. A litde while ago, 
the eledtor abolifhed one Carthufian convent^ 
and two numieries, in the holy cellars of whicH 
there was found wine for at leaft five hundred 
thoufand rix dollars. 

Notwithftanding this great wealth, there is 
not a more regular clergy in all Germany than 
that of this place. There is no diocefe, in 
which the regulation« made by the council of 
Trent have been more ftriftly adhered to, than 
they have here ; the archbiflK>ps having made* 
a particular point of it, both at the time of the 

reformatloiiy 
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^formation, and ever fince. One thing which 
gready contributes to keep up difcipline is the 
not fufFering any prieft to remain in the coun- 
07, who has not fixed and ftated duties, and a 
revenue annexed to them. Moft of the irregu- 
larities in Bavaria, Auftria, and other -countries, 
arife from Abb6s, who ajre obliged to fubfift by 
their daily induflay, and any majQTes which they 
can pick up^ Thefecreaturesafe eijitirelyuiiknown 
here^ Thetheological tenets of this court are alfo 
^nudi purer than thofe of ^ny other ecclefiaftical 
Prince in Germany. I was pleafed to fee the 
Bible in the hands of fo many, common people, 
Specially in the country, I was told tliat thp 
reading of it was not forbidden in any part of 
the diocefe, only perfons were enjoined not to 
read it through, without the advice of their conr. 
feflbrs. Fof a long time fuperftition has been 
hunted through its utmost receffps; and though 
it is not quite poffible to get entirely clear of pil- 
grimages, and wonder-working images, you will 
meet with no prieft bold enough tp ^xorcife, or 
•to preach fuch nonfenfe as we hear in jthe pul- 
pits of other German churches. ' It is ßiigular 
jenough that Bellarmin's book on the Hierarchy 
was forbid by public proclamation, (o long as 
,eighteen years ago. The late eleftor did * 
f 3 .^re^ 
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great 6ui towiirds die clcanfing of the Holy 
Shecpcotc :- but he fell under the Herculean la* 
böür; which, however, the prcfcnteledtorptirfues^ 
though with fomewhata more moderate zeal« 
The former was teirribic to the monks, but liia 
attention to them rendered him a little too 
carelefs of the (ecular pricfts, who under hb ad«- 
miniftration rathö- pa^ed the bound? of a de» 
cent liberty, and affumed too gallant an air* 
What think you,, for ioftance, of a prieft ap^ 
pealing in his public IcÄures to Voltaire on 
Toleration, and other fuch books f or of fuch aü^ 
thors as Bayle, and Helvetius, being commoiix 
In the hands of ftudents in logic f and this|, 
which made it fingularly ridiculous, at a tim^ 
when the jefuits were ftill difputing with all their 
eagernefs on the infallibility of the Pope, and 
the immaculate conception of the Virgin Mary ? 
The prefent eleftor extepids his fatherly care to 
the regulars, as well as the feculars, and has 
brought them to a regularity, which docs JUm-» 
felf, as well as them, great honour. 

It is impoflible to give you an idea of the ve-i 
neration in which the late prelate is defervedly 
held. From the conviftion that without a good 
education, all projefts of improvement and 
alteration arc only palliatives, which do not touch 

th« 



TftAVEC^B TmtOVOH t»£RMANY# Jtl^ 

the maift fofre; Ais archbifliop gave 30,00^ 
guilders a year out of his dvn privy purfe to- 
wards the ercftion of fchools and other foun- 
dations for the cducÄtioü of youtlx. Hie pre- 
fent archbifliop, who found the foiHidation of 
fchodis for the common people laid to hi^ 
hands, continues to build upon it with fome 
deviation from the old plan ; but hje direfts his 
chief attention to the improvemerit bf the edu- 
cation of tiie higher orders, and the extention 
of arts ani4 fciences. With this view he has 
given the ground, on which the three monafte'- 
ries which he htt pulled down ftood, to the 
Univerfity, which by this noteans has raifed its 
herctofote rather finall income to ibo^ooo 
guilders. As this prelate is entirely free from 
any temptation to Nepotifojt, he has it in hi$ 
power to do more for the mufes than any other 
German Prince. 

The anecdote related in Mn Pilati's travels 
of a Swifs officer, who could find no inns to 
receive his fervants on account of their religion, 
does not accord with the fpirit which at prefent, 
at leaft, genetally ctotains here. I was in feve- 
ral inns, the mafläers of which, when once they 
knew that I was a protdlant, offered me meat 
of their own accord. It is probable that the of- 
ficer had not made the grand tour of all the 
P4 «m?; 
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ipns ; for things are here much as they are is.; 
other places : in one flxeet they rea4. legends, 
and in another, converfc with Locke ^4 
NewtQji. • Whoever attempts to judge of Paris 
ty the inhabitants of the Pprcheron; or of 
Periip, from ^ofj? yho Jiad well pigh raifed a 
rebeUiijn pn account of a pfalm book; or of 
jiamburgh, from the carrot women headed by 
Paftor Gofle ; will befure to be miftaken. 

Though the trade of th^s place h^s b^gn pon- 
(lantly op the encreafo for thefe dj^teen or 
twenty years paft, yet it is by no means what it 
ought to be, from the fituatiop, and other ad- 
vantages. The perfon? here, who call them- 
felves merchants, and ^ho make any confi- 
derable figurf , are ip fad only brokers, whq 
procure their livelihood at the expence of 
the country or territory rounds or who a6t for 
the merchants of Franckfort. You will judge 
pf "the wretched (late things are in, when I affurc 
ypu, that ^tis difficult tq procure a bill of ex^ 
change of thirty thoufand guilders, A few 
toy-fhops, five or fix druggifb, aild four or five 
inanufafturers of tobacco, ar^ all that can pofii-r 
bly be called traders, There is not a banker 
in the whole town ; and yet this cpuntry enjoys 
the ftaple privilege, and conunands, by mean^ 
pffheM^yne, Npcker, and Rhine, all the -^Xt 

' j)ort5 
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^rts and imports of Alfatia, the Palatinate, 

;Francoflaa, . and ?. part of Suabia and Hefle, a$ 

far as the Netherlands. The port too is coflt 

ftantly filled with Ihips, but fe>v of them con-» 

pain any npierchandize belonging tQ the inhabi- 

jtants of the place. Religious principles are the 

jrue caufe of this evjh . When the Huguenots 

-were driven out of France, a gripat number of 

ihem were defirous of fettling here. They of* 

fered the Eleftor to build a city juft abov? 

Mentz, {at the conflux of the Rhine and Mayne, 

between Gaflel and Coftheim,) to fortify if 

at their own expence ; to, keep a conftant gar? 

rifon there, ar^, befides all this, to pay a larg? 

Annual fum to the date, provided only they 

might be allowed the freedom of their religion, 

*nd a participation of the rights of the citizens 

of Mentz. The archbifliop of that time did not 

cjiufe that herefy ftiould build l^er neft fp near 

Jiim ; but the laft has oftpn been heard to exr 

prefs a wifti that a fimilar offer were to be made 

to him ; apd the Pfefent would mpfl joyfliUy 

pomply with it, But fuch pppprfuQities are but 

^eldoni found ; and the timp s in which it was 

cuflomary po drive out Huguenots ^re gone by. 

The pridp and extravagance of the nobility 

are another hindrance to trade. They and the 

gcclefi^ftifs ^rc poflefTed of the largeft capitals^ 

which 
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which arc entirely employed in the inter- 
nal confumption. Whilft the merchant of 
Franckfort has a place amongft the magiftrates 
of his country ; thofe of this place meet only 
whh the profoundeft contempt from the gentry, 
ivho will not fuffer th«n to aSfeciate with them. 
Inftead of catching as they do all the little airs of 
the London and Parifian noblefle^ they would do 
much better to learn of them the art of dou* 
bling their revenues by commercial induftry. 

I have aU*eady told you that the feces of the 
inhabitants of this city and the coimtry round it 
are intercJfting. The peafants are befides very 
flxbngly built, and are diftinguifliable, by their 
juddy frefli complexions, from the inhabitants 
of Bavaria, and the northern parts of Germany, 
who generally have very fallow complexions ; but 
I was not pleafed with the fet of the bones any 
where along the Mayne, or even in part of 
Hefle. Thofe of the inhabitants of this coun- 
try arc particularly difpleafing. The knees are 
all either bent in like a taylor's, or ftand out 
ftraight like a flick. You hardly ever meet 
\vith a clever well-limbed perfon. This is 
owing to the fenfelefs and abfurd fafhion, 
which ftill prevails here, of fwaddling cloaths, 
I could not but be extremely angry with the 
mothers, who drefled up tlieir children thus, 

like 
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like pieces of wood, and foflered them to ky m 
this unnatural pofturc all day lohg. Ther* 
cannot be a doubt but diis conftxaint muft have 
its eflfeft on the foul, whidi in die fiift yfears is 
fo clofely united to the body. You muft not 
cxpeä to meet here with any of the Germans 
defcribed by Tacitus : black and brown hair is 
much more common than white. The inha- 
bitants of the neighbouring country of Darm- 
ftadt more nearly refemble the old inhabitants. 
An attentive obferver eafily difcovers by the 
external appearance of the inhabitants, what na- 
tives of Germany have had ftrangers mixt a- 
mongft them, and what countries have been en- 
•titely occupied by foreign colonies. No doubt 
but that the black and browh hair of the inhabi- 
tants of this place is derived from die Romans, 
who had a ftationhere. 



LETTER LXIV. 

AFTER the Pope, there is no doubt but 
the archbiftiop of this place is the moft 
confiderable and richeft prelate in the Chr^an 
world. The fee is indebted for it« increafe of 

riches 

5 



*20 THAVELS THROUGH GERMANY* 

riches to St. Boniface, who may be called, with 
great juftice^ the apoftle of the Germans. It 
was this man, an EnglUhman by birtli, who in the 
time of Charlemagne, baptifed Witikind, and 
the other brave Saxon?, who had fo long refift- 
ed baptifm with their jfwords, and fpread the 
empire of the vicar of Jefus Chrift as far as the 
northern and eaftern feas. He it was who intro- 
duced the Roman liturgy into Germany, and made 
the favage inhabitants abftain from eating horfe'? 
flefh. But he raifed the papal power to a. higher 
pitch than it had been raifed in any other country in 
Chriftendpox. According to the teftimony of 
Aventinus, fev^ral bifhops reproached Boniface 
with having diminilhed their dignify, by the new 
oath of homage he introduced, and with having 
introduced fupprftition and irreligipn in com- 
pany with the fplendid ceremonies of the Romiijn 
church. But whoever confiders the ftate of the 
Saxons at "that time, will fee that the enforc-^ 
ing the papal Supremacy was the only efficacious 
means that could be made ufe of for railing 4 
Mty, and a clergy if poffible ftill more barbarous 
than they (as tliey could literally neither write 
nor read), from their favage flumbers. Had it 
been only the connefting together the German 
jjcclefiaftics, by means of the papal Hierar- 
chy, . and the bringing them accjüaintcd 

I with 
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M^ith other European nations ; this alone would 
have been a fignal fervice done them. Be 
this however as it may, the vicar of Chrift re- 
paid the fervices of his apoftles with overflowing 
meafure. All the new-founded bilhopricks irt 
the north of Germany were made fubjeft to the 
fee of Mentz, which Boniface had chofen for his . 
relidence. 

The provinces, the moft confiderable in 
the whole papal dominions, all Swabia, Franco- 
nia, Bohemia, and almdft all Saxony, with a part 
of Switzerland, Bavaria, and the upper Rhine, 
belong to this diocefe. Though the reformation, 
and revenge of the kings of Bohemia, have leflened 
it one third, it ftill contains xhe archbifhoprick 
of Sprengel and eleven bifliopricks, moft of 
which are the moft confiderable in Germany, 
as Wurzburg, Paderborn Hildelheim Augf- 
bourg, &c. 

It could not fail but that as the vicar of 
Jefus Chrift extended his jurifdiftion to tem- 
poral afiairs, his ambafladors (for fo Boniface 
called himfelf, and fo the council of Trent 
calls all biihops) (houldlikewife make their for- 
tune in the matters of tliis world, a thing the mort 
likely to happen, as the ecclefiaftics ofthat time 
were evidently fuperior to the laity in fcience, 
and ajfo the greateft politicianß of their day. 

Spirity^l 
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Spiritual and temporal affairs were indeed fo 
interwoven, that the moft cnainent German br- 
(hop would of courfe be the mo&. powerful elec- 
tor. The fame thing happened in Britain, 
Poland, and in other countries, in which the 
conflitutionswere all ariftocratical. The land- 
graves qf HefTe, the Palatines, nay even the em- 
peror himfelf thought it no difgrace to pay^ 
allegiance to the archbifhop of Mentz. When 
the building of the papal monarchy was com- 
pleted by Gregory the VIL the archbifhops of 
Mentz became powerful enough to be at the 
head of the empire. In the i^th and 14th cen- 
turies, they were fo eminent, as to be able to 
make emperors witiiout any foreign affiftance; 
and it was to one of them that the hoi^c of 
Hapfburg was indebted for itsfirfl elevation. 

Since the boundaries of the two powers have 
been more accurately afcertained, and the tem- 
poral has fo much got the better of die fpiritual, 
the power and influence of the archbifhops of 
this place have of courfe been much reduced; 
ftill, however, they are pofTefTed of very im- 
portant prerogatives, which they might exert 
with much more efficacy than they do, were it 
not that various circumflances have rendered 
them too dependant on the emperors. They 
areftilltbe fpcakers-in the Electoral College, 

hava 
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Itave the appointment of the diets under th^ 
' emperors, and may order a re-examination of 
the jMTOceedingscrf'the imperial coiirts. Thefehigh 
Privileges are, however, too much fubjcÄ to the 
controul of the houfeof Auftria ; nor are thcirfpiri- 
tual powers any longer what they once were* Their 
foffragan biihops have taken it into their head» 
that all bifhops are alike as to power, and that the 
litle Qf archbifhop only intitles its pofieffor to 
the nrft place amongft brothers who are equal; 
jit is true indeed that now and then appeals 
are received from the confiftory of fome fuffra-^ 
.gans to that of our vicar general, but they gene- 
rally end in a further appeal to Rome; and 
the metropolitan dignity coriimonly lofes a» 
much by them as it gets. 

The temporals, however, which are ftill an- 
nexed to this chair, make him who fits in it rich 
amends for the diminution of his fpiritual and 
political fplendour. Thoughhe does not al>- 
folutely poffefs the largeft, yet he certainly has 
the richeft and moft peopled domain of any 
^ ecclefiaftical potentate in Germany. The country^ 
it is true, does not contain more than 125 German 
miles fquare; whereas the archbifhoprick of Salt^j- 
burg contains 240 ; but then Saltzburg has only 
250,0 ooinliabitants; whereasMentzhas320,0QQ^ 
The natural riches of the territory of Mentg» 
i . , « and 
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Änd its advantageous fituation, make afiilgeft of 
Mentz much richer than one of Saltzburg^ the 
greateft part of wkich is only inhabited by herdf-- 
men. In the territory of Mentz there are 40 
cities ; in that of Saltzburg only feven^ 

The tax on veffels which go down the Rhine 
ofitfelf produces 60,000 guilders, or 6000I. a 
year, which is nearly as much as all the mines 
of Saltzburg put together, excepting onlv the 
fait mine at Halle. The tax on wine, here and 
in the country round, produces the court above 
100,000 guilders, or io,oool. a year, in which 
fum we do not reckon the cuftoms of the 
countries which lye at a greater diftance. Upon 
the whole, the income of the prefent archbilhop 
may be valued at 1,700,000 guilders, or^i 7p,oool, 
At leaft I know for a certainty, that in the lajR: years 
of tlie late archbifhop, they brought in i ,800,000 
guilders; and though the prefent eleftor gave up 
to his fubjefts two out of 1 5 or 16 poll taxes, 
which they were bound to pay ; thefe do not 
amount to above 100,000 guilders ; and he has 
touch improved feveral other fources of revenue. 

If the lands of the eleftor lay altogether, they 
would produce a fufficiency of corn and all the 
prime neceffaries of life; but as feveral parts of 
them lye wide afunder, the people are compelled 
to purchafe a great deal from foreigners* The 

• capital 
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capital itfelf, as well as the adjacent Rhinegau 
depends on the Palatinate for its corn, notwith- 
ftanding the great abundance of that and every 
other fpecies of grain in its own poffeffions in the 
Wetterau. The nobleft produdion of the elec- 
tor's territory on the Rhine is the wine, which is 
almoft the only true Rhenifli. Gonnoiflburs, in- 
deed, allow the wines of Neirftein, Bacharach, 
and a very few other places out of this country 
to be true Rhenifli. But they do not give this 
name to the wines of the Palatinate, of Bardon, 
and of Alfatia. 

There is a great deal of wine made in the 
countries which lie oil the fouth and weft of 
the Rhine, at Laubenheim, Bodenhdm, Bu- 
deflieim, and Bingen; but the true Rhe- 
nifli, that which infpires fo many who are and 
fo many who are not poets, comes only from the 
Rhinegau, which lies on the northern banks 
of the Rhine. 

A few days ago, I went with a company, from 
this place on a party of pleafure to the Rhine- 
gau, and was prefenbat one of the prettieft vil- 
lage feftivities I have ever beheld. Our veflel 
had a much better appearance than the common 
fmacks you meet with in Germany, and was very 
like a fmall Dutch boat. As foon us we had 
pafled the winding which the proud Rhine 

VOL. III. Q^ makes 
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makes to the wefkwBxd, about three miles hclcm 
Mentz, we had a profpeft before us, which is fel- 
dorn beheld in any country except Switzerland. 
The Rhine grows aftonifhingly wide, and fcsrnks 
a kind of fea, near a mile broad, in which y<Ki 
fee feveral well wooded little Hlands at your 
right. The Rhinegau forms an amphitheatre, 
the beauties of which are beyond all defcription^ 
At Walluf, the very high hills come nearly 
down to the river fide; from thence they recede 
again into the country, forming a kind of half 
circle, the other end of which is fifteen miles off 
at Rudelheim on the banks of the Rhine. The 
banks of the river, the hills which form the cir- 
cles, and the Hopes of the great mountain, are 
thick fawn with villages and hamlets» The 
white appearance of the buildings, and the fii^ 
blue Hated roofs of the houfes playing amidft 
the various green of the landfcape^ have an 
admirable efFeft. In the f]^ace of every 
mile as you fail down the river, you meet 
with a village which in any other place would 
pafs for a town. Many of the villages 
contain firom three to four hundred families ; 
and there are thirty-fix of them in^ fpac^ of 
fifteen miles long, and fix miles broad, which 
is the width of this beautiful amphitheatre. The 
declivities of all the hills .and mountains are 
planted thick with vineyards and fruittrees, and 
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ihe thick wooded tops of the hills c^ a gloomy 
horror over the otherwife cheerful landfcape. 
Every now and then, a row of rugged hills run 
direftly down to the fhore, and domineer majef- 
tically over the leffer hills under them. On one 
of thefe great mountains, juft about the middle 
of the Rhinegau you meet with Jobannis-Bergy a. 
village, which produces fome of the beft Rhenifh. 
Before this village is a pretty little rifing, and near 
the banks of the river, there is a very fine old 
caftle, which gives unfpeakable majefty to the 
whole landfcape. . Indeed, in every village, you 
meet with fome or other large building, which 
contributes very much to the decoration of the 
whole. 

This country is indebted for its riches to this 
femicircular hill, which protects it from the cold 
winds of the eaft and north, at the fame time 
that it leaves room enough for the fun to exercifi? 
his benign influences. The groves and higher 
flopes of the hills make excellent paftures, and 
produce large quantities of dung, which, in a 
country of this fort, is of inefümable value. 

The bank of the Rhine, oppofite to the Rhine- 
gau, iß exceedingly barren, and heightens the 
beauty of the profpeft on the other fide, by the 
contraft it exhibits; on this fide, you hardly meet 
^bove three or four villages, and thefeare hx diftant 
0^2 . from. 
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from each othcn The great interval between theiti 
is occupied by heaths and meadows, only here and 
there a thick bufli affords fome fliade, and a few 
corn fields among the villages enliven die gloomy 
landfcape. The back ground of this country is 
the moft pifturefque part of it. It is formed by 
a narrow gullet of mountains, which diminifh 
in perfpedive between Rudelheim and Bingen. 
Perpendicular mountains and rocks hang over 
the Rhine in this place, and fcem to make it the 
dominion of eternal night. At a diftance, the 
Rhine feems to come out of this landfcape, 
through a hole under ground; and it appearstorun 
tedioully, in order to enjoy its courfe through a 
pleafant country the longer. Amidft the dark- 
nefs which covers this back ground, die cele- 
brated Moufe tower feems to (wim upon the river. 
In a word, there is not any thing in this whole 
traä:, that does not contribute fomething to the 
beauty and magnificence of the whole ; or if 1 
may be permitted the expreffion, to make the 
paradife more welcome. As you fail along the 
Rhine, between Mentz and Bingen, the banks 
of the river form an oval amphitheatre, which 
makes one of the richeft and moft pidturefqüc 
landscapes to be feen in Europe. 

The night was far advanced when we came to 
Geyfenheim : before we landed^ we had another 

profpedk 
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jrofped not often fecn ; we could difcover al- 
moft the whole coaft of the Rhinegau, which 
appeared one continued row of cities ; the lights 
in the feveral villages made them look like ä 
great illuminated city, and the refleftion on the 
glafly Rhine was extremely beautiful. 

The day after our arrival we went to Rude- 
flieim^ where we had been invited by an eccle- 
fiaftic of Mentz. We found our hoft with a uu- . 
merous company, fome of whom were 'proteft- 
ants. After dinner he carried us in proceffion to 
h^s great ftloon, from whence we had a moft fii- 
p.erb view of the here very wide Rlune, and the 
village of Bingen. The whole of the preparations 
feemed to announce a fplendid feftivaj, the na- 
ture and charaft^r of which appeared a riddle to 
me. On a fudden the doors of the faloon were 
opened, and there came forth in feftive order a 
band of muficians, followed by two pretty girls, 
well drefled, who brought in a large bunch of 
grapes^ on a table covered with a fine cloth. 
The fides of the table were ornamented with 
flowers. They put the bunch of grapes in the 
middle of the faloon, on a kind of throne which 
was raifed on a table ; and I now difcovered that 
our hoft was celebrating the feflival of the firft 
ripe bunch of grapes in his vineyard ; a cuftom, 
if feems, moft religioufly obferved by all the ricl^ 
Q* 3 inha- 
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inhabitants of this country. This fcaft was xht 
more acceptable, as it happened that the grapes 
had this year ripened uncommonly late. After 
die altar of Bacchus was erefted, our hoft made 
a fliort, but excellent fpeech, fuited to the nature 
of the feftivity ; and then we danced round the 
grape. Never in my life, brother, have I danced 
with fuch pleafure as I did here. The reinem- 
brance of thefe joyous moments ftill pöfleftes and 
tranfports me. Were I to form a commonwealth, 
feftivals of this fort fliould be the only ones feen 
in it. Can there, indeed, be a more facredor 
more refpe<5table holiday, than that in which we 
joyfully thank the Creator for the benefits he has 
beftowed upon us ? Nor was our pleafure di- 
minilhed by this not turning out the only ripe 
bynch, of grapes in the vineyard of our hoft ; for 
though on a nearer inveftigation we found more, 
we Contended for the honour of the grape round 
which we bad danced artd fung, with more heat 
than if it had been an oriental peari of the fame 
fize. 

Rudefheim is a rich village, which contains 
about 2500 inhabitants. The wine of this place 
is looked upon as without comparifon the beft of 
the Rhihegau, and confequently of all Germany, 
I found it much more fiery than that of Hoch-^ 
heim J but for pleafantnefs of tafte, there is no 
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cemparifon betwixt them. The beft Rud^fheim, 
like the beft Hochhekner, fells upon the fpotfor 
three guilders the bottle. You can have no to* 
lerabie wine here for one guilder, nor any verjr 
good for two; at leaft I fliould prefer the worft 
Burgundy I ever tafted to any Rudeftxeimcr I 
met with either here or at Mentz, for tbefe 
prices. Indeed, the wine of our fpiritual hoft was 
far better than any we could get at the inn. It 
Hands to reafon, that the fame vintage furnilhes 
grapes c£ very different degrees of goodnefs; 
but befides this, y is in the Rhinegau as every 
where elfe. The beft wines are generally fent 
abroad by the poor and middling inhabitants, 
and the worft kept for internal confumption; 
for the expence of die carriage l^eing the fame in 
both cafes, ftrangers had much rather pay a 
Rouble price for the good than have the bad. It 
is only rich people, fuch as our hoft was, who 
can afford to keep the produce of their land for 
their own drinking. Upon this principle, I have 
eaten much better Swifs cheefes out of Switzer- 
land than in it, and have drank much better 
Rhenifh in the inns of the northern parts of Ger- 
many, than in the country where the wine grows. 
The pofition of the country alfo contributes to 
render the wine dearer than it would otherwife 
be. As the beft wine grows in its more northern 
Q^ 4 parts. 
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parts, the cafy tranfport by the Rhine to Hoi- ^ 
land, and all parts of the world, raifes its price 
above its real value. 

The place where the flower of the Rudefheim 
wine grows is precifely the neck of the land, 
formed by the winding of the Rhine to the north, 
after it has run to the weftward from Mentz hi* 
ther. This neck, which is a rock almoft per- 
pendicular, enjoys the firft rays of the rifing, 
and the laft of the fetting fun. It is divided into 
fmall low terraces, which are carried up to thq 
utfhoft top of the hill like fteqp flairs ; thefe are 
guarded by fmall walls, and earthen mounds, 
which are often waßied away by the rain. The 
firft vine w^s brought hither from France, and 
they ftill call the beft grape the Orleanois. They 
plant the vine ftocks very low, fcarce ever morci 
than four or five feet high. This way of planting 
the vine is favourable to the produdion of a great 
deal of wine, but not to its goodnefs, as the 
phlegmatic and harlh parts of it would certainly 
evaporate more, if thp fap was refined through 
higher and more nun^erous canals. This is un- 
doubtedly the reafon why every kind of Rhenifh 
has fomething in it that is harih, four, and 
watery. The harveft of the beft vineyards, 
which are the lower ones, in the above-mentioned 
jn^ck of landj is often bought before-hand, at thq 

advance^ 
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advanced price of fome ducats, by Dutch and 
other merchants. It muft be a very rich ftock to . 
yield above four meafures of wine. You may 
eafily imagine, that the cuhivation of vineyards* 
muft be very expenfive in this country, as the 
dung, which is extremely dear, muft be carried 
up to the top of the mountains on the peafani?5 
(boulders. 

In our retum through Geyfenheim, I vifited 
the magnificent palace of a Count of Oftein, the 
richeft gentleman in Mentz, who has laid out fe- 
veral millions heinherited from his coufin, a for- 
mer eleftor, in Hfe annuities in the Dutch funds. 
The houfe, which is in the modern tafte, ple^üfed . 
me much : but what deUghted me moft, was, 
the half French and half Englifh garden. Be- 
hind Geyfenheim, the Count has flxuck out fomc 
alleys through a wood, in which there are alfo 
fome wilderneffes. The great alley leads through 
a winding walk to the top of that rock at the 
foot of which the beft Rudeflieim wine grows. 
At the top of this rock the Count has built a ter- 
race, furround^d by a rail, commanding one of 
the fineft profpeds I. have ever feen. You look 
down upon the vine hills cut into terraces, and 
fee the Rhine, which, rolling through the threat- 
ening hills which block it up, here begins to be 
pncompafled in deep night. Thi? view ^Qwn tq 

the 



234 TEAVELS TintOÜGH GEäMAHT* 
the river is moft terrific. The pardy covered 
and partly naked rocks, which encompafstheri-* 
ver, make you think it is forcing its way through 
a (ubterraneous cavern. The rock, on which yo« 
ftand, ftretches itfelf to the oppofite (hcnre^ wher^ 
another abrupt mountain ftands like an immenfe 
pillar. The mcedng together of thefe two great 
mountains occafions a fall in the Rhine, the dead 
noife of which has a wonderful effed in the land- 
fcape. On the Rudefheimer fide, and near the 
fliore you look direftly down upon from the 
terrace, there has been a paflage cut through the 
hard rocks, big enough for the largeft fhips to 
fail through ; this is called the Bingcnloch. .The 
rock, which occafions the fall of the Rhine, juts 
Out wonderfully above the water in the midfk of 
the dream, and forms an ifland partly naked and 
partly covered with briars, on which the cele- 
brated Moufe tower (lands. If you look up the 
Rhine, you have a view of the beft part of the 
fmiling Rbinegau, and the whole c^pcrfite fhor^ 
Varied and beautiful as diis part of the profpeft 
is, it is (liii exceeded by what you fee on look« 
ing flraight before you firom the terrace : you 
have here a view into a narrow gulph, through - 
which the river Nahe, which fills its bottom, 
communicates with the Rhine. On the fore 
ground, v^here the NjAc joins with the Rhiae> 

you 
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you liäv€, to the right, the well wooded coloflal 
möüritain, to which the Rtidelheimer rock joins 
itfelf under water. On the neck of land to the 
left, you have the city of Bingen at the foot of 
another mountain, the tops of which are crowned 
by an old caftle. The gullet itfelf, which is near 
two miles long, is wafte and dark ; only the red 
flato of a mountain in it has a lingular effeO:^ 
when oppofed to the woods, which appear every 
where to the right, and to the mountains on the 
left, which are partly naked and mean, and 
partly planted with vineyards. In the middle of 
the gullet there is a ftone bridge over the Nahe, 
which ftill bears the name of Drufus*s bridge^ 
from Drufus Germanicus, its builder, and ex- 
tremely raifes the pidurefque view of the whole. 
At the end of the gullet ftands a mill, not left 
pifturefque than the bridge. Such is the fore 
ground; and the back ground is ftill more beau- 
tiful. The gullet, which contains the Nahe, is 
like ä glafs, through which you look down upon 
the moft laughing landfcape. The clear light, 
iht diftant blue oFthe hills and mountains, fomt 
beautiful villages, foft woods, and the vine hilli 
ÄTöuÄd all thefe, indicate, that the country be- 
hind this black fluice is an open one, and moll 
richly ornamented : this is a profpeft the lik? 0> 
which I have never yet few^ 

Th© 
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The city of Bingen, which, together with the 
toll on the Rhine, worth about 30,000 guilders, 
belongs to the chapter of Mentz, is extremely 
beautiful, and contains about 4,500 inhabitants* 
A great part of the corn, which is carried into 
the Rliinegau from the neighbouring Palatinate, 
comes througji this place, which, on the other 
hand, fupplies the Palatinate with drugs, and 

. various foreign commodities. This/ traffic alone 
would make the place very lively»; but befidcs 
this, it has very fruitful vineyards. The hill, at 
the foot of which it lies, and one fide of which is 
made by the gullet, through which the Nahe runs 
into the Rhine, forms another deep rock behind 
this gullet parallel to the Rhine, and the golden 
RudeÖieimer mountain ; it therefore enjoys the 
fame fun as this does, which oiaHes tfee Bude- 
fheimer wine that ^rows on it little inferior to 
the Rudefheimer, 

.' After I had enjoyed this uncommonly beau- 
tiful profpeft during a few days, I fpent a 
few more in the villages of the Rhinegau: 
here too I received ocular demonflxation that 
the cultivators of vineyards are not the hap^ 
pieft of men, The inhabitants of thefe regions 
are fome of thei^; extremely rich, and fome cxt 

^jrejnely ppor ; the happy middle date is not for 
(fountries, the chief produft of which is wine^ 

for 
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Tor befides, that the cultivation of the vineyard 
is infinitely more troublefome and expenlive than 
agriculture, it is fubjefted to revolutions, which 
in an inftant reduce the holder of land to the 
condition of a day-labovirer. It is a great mif- 
fortune for this country, that though reflrained 
bylaw, the nobility are, through connivance of 
the eleftor, allowed to purchafe as much land 
as they pleafe. The peafant generally begins by 
running in debt for his vineyard ; fo that if it 
does not turn out well, he is reduced to day-la- 
.bour, and the rich man extends his pofleflions, 
to the great detriment of the co\mtry . There are 
feveral peafants here, who having incomes of 
thirty, fifty, or a hundred thoufand guilders a year, 
have laid afidethe peafant, and aflumed the wine 
merchant ; but fplendid as their fituation is, it 
does not compenfate, in the eyes of the humane 
man, for the fight of fo many poor people with 
which the villages fwarm. In order to render a 
country of this kind profperous, the ftate Ihould 
appropriate a fiind to the purpofe of maintaining 
the peafant in bad years, and giying him the 
aflifl:ance which his neceffities, and his want of 
.ready money, may from time to time make con- 
venient. 

The inhabitants of the Rhinegau are a handfome 
and uncommonly flxong race of men. You fee 

at 
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«t the very firft afpcft that their wine gives them 
merry hearts and found bodies. They havfe a great, 
deal of natural wit, and a vivacity and jocofenefs, 
•which diftinguiflies them very much from their 
neighbours» You need only compare them with 
ibme of thefe, to be convinced that the drinker of 
wine excels the drinker of beer and water, both 
in body and mind, and that the inhabitant of the 
South is much ftouter than he who lives in the 
North ; for though the wine drinker may not 
-have quite as much flefti as he who drinks only- 
beer, he has better blood, and can bear much 
more work» Tacitus had already obferved this^ 
in his treatife Dc morihus Germanorum. ^^ The 
^* large and corpulent bodies of the Germans 
** (fays he) have a great appearance, but are not 
<* made to lafl/' At that time almoft all the Ger- 
mans drank only water; but the mere drinking 
of wine has efFefted a revolution in feveral parts 
of Germany, which makes the prefent inhabitants 
of thefe countries very different from thofe de- 
fcribed by Tacitus» Black and brown hair is 
much commoner here than the white which 
made the Germans fo famous in old Rome» 

You will eafily imagine that the monks fare 

particularly well in fo rich a country. We made 

a vifit to the prelate of Erbach. I cannot find 

adequate words to difcover the poverty of this 

iji cloifter* 



TRAVELS THftOUGH G£RMANV. 2^f 

cl<Äfter. Thefe lordly monks, for fo in every re- 
Xped they are, have an excellent hunt, rooms 
onagnificently flirniflied, billiard tables, half a 
dozen beautiful finging women, and a ftupen- 
dous wine cellar, the well ranged batteries of 
which made me fhudder. A monk, who faw 
my aftoniihment at the number of the calks, 
aflured me, that, without the benign influence 
which flowed from them, it would be totally 
impoflible for the cloifter to fubfift in fo damp a 
.fituation« . 

I was not furprized at the hofpitality of thefe 
tmonks, as I had met with many fcenes of the 
'kind before, nor do I envy thefe worldly fathers 
xhe good lot they have met with on this earth ; 
i3ut I am not quite fo well fatisfied with the pains 
which .fome of them take to keep the people in 
ignorance and fuperflition^ I was particularly 
jdifpleafed with the pilgrimage to a wood near 
Geyfenheim, where the capuchins work miracles 
.in abundance. The very name of the place 
affords room for fcandal and blafphemy. It is 
called the Need of Go J. According to the legend, 
a fmall wooden image of the Redeemer was, by 
the careleflhefs or ignorance of a farmer, fhick 
in the hollow of a tree, where it remained for a 
long time, crying out. Need of God ! Need of 
Qod ! till at lail fome peafants in the neighbour- 
hood 
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hood came and removed the caufe of the piteous 
cry. Since tliis time it has performed number- 
Icfs miracles, which it is poflible help the capu- 
chins out of tbeir neceffities. 



LETTER LXV- 

Mcntz. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the great rcduftion, 
made by the archbifhop of this place of 
his civil lift, it ftill remains by much too immo- 
derate and expenfive. He has his minifters, his 
counfellors of ftate, and eighty or ninety privy 
counfellors of various denominations. The ex- 
pence of this eflablifhment is very difpropor- 
tionate to the revenue of the ftate. This is ow- 
ing to the large number of poor nobility, who 
can only accept of employments of this kind. 
Ignorance of the true principles of government 
are die caufes of this eviU The confequences 
are, that a great number of perfons, who might 
be ufefoUy employed, live in idlenefs. 

Even the military eftablifhment of the country 
appears to me more calculated for the purpofe of 
feeding a hungry nobility, than for real ufe. At 
the acceffion of the prefent eleftor, though the 
whole army only conlifted of 2200 men, there 
^ V were 
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were fix generals. The regular eftablifliment paid 
for and Supported by the country is 8000 men.; 
but though there are only 2000 kept up, the 
money expended for their fupport, particularly 
that given to numberlefs ufelefs officers, might 
be made ufe of more for die benefit of the coun- 
try. The army of the archbilhop confifts of a 
German guard of 50 men and 25 horfts, a Swift 
guard, a fquadron of hviflars of 130 men, (die 
moft ufeful troops, as they purge the land of rob- 
bers and murderers), a corps of artillery of 104 
men, three regiments of infantry of 600 men 
each, and fome companies belon^ng to the 
armies of Franconia and the Upper Palatinate. 

Of the fortifications of Mentz, we may fay 
much the fame as of the army. Were they, in- 
deed^ improved and kept up as they ought to 
be, they would vie with Luxemburg, and be 
the moft powerful of all the barriers againft 
France. It is true, that the nature of the ground 
does not allow of a regular plan; but for fingle 
parts,-! have feen no place of the fame capa- 
bilities, where greater advantages have been 
taken of the ground for the ereftion of the fevcral 
works. The beauty, as well as fize of them, is 
indeed an objeift of great wonder; but though 
the circle of the Upper Rhine, and even the 
empire in general, has laid out great fums on 

VOL. III. K the 
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the building thcfe fqrfificatiqns, pms of 
them are not finifbe^^ af^4 P^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ 
ready to fall to pieces. Their extent, indeed, 
would require a great anny to man. But this,, 
as well a$ the maintaining arid kej^pj^g thpm up, 
is evidently beyond the powef of this court, or 
indeed of the whole circle of the Upper Rhine 
united. They are, therefore, alfo to be looked 
upon as one of the things, which ferve more for 
magnificence than real ufe. 

Whilfl the greater courts of Germany are en- 
deavouring to iiniplify their feveral fyftems as 
much as pollible, and to introduce into their fe-: 
veral adminiilrations, a üjcox^g ai^d e^cacious 
fpirit of ceconomy ; the. diffipation, pqnip, and 
love of outfide fliew of the lejQfer ones, is beyond 
all bounds, and almoft fyrpaffes all belief. Xhefe 
courts very much refemble the expenfive puppet- 
ihew theatre of Prinpe E^erazi, which I dc- 
fcribed to you in a former letter; th$ orcheftra 
is fine, the fcenes beautiful, and the poets and 
machinery delegable ; but the a^or§ arc only 
puppets, deficient in what coflftitutes true grqat- 
nefs. Thefe petty princes want tp make lip for 
it> by ihining in little things, an afFeftatipa 
which would only defence ridicule, if it w^W not: 
for the oppreffion of the fubjedt As things aic 
circumftanced, it is much too fexious a matter im 
2 . jiAicud 
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^. fr^ead of hvm^ ^^^t^ to raafce na^^ry wiik 
This reprijjich, l^owever, does np? fo much 
a^e^ the prefent archbiOsop^ ^ho, as far as cirv 
jcumfli^iicf s allow 14m, |s peirh^s the only prelate^ 
1^0 jendeaypurs to reader y$ coiirt aod ftate e:»:^ 
pepjpes more ufefid than ofte^tatious, as it does 
the neighbouring Palatinate through >yhiqh I 
took a fortaight's r^n>blc. 

)/Vhen I was at Muaiich, an4 f*^ thf^re the 
ufelefs heap of court attendants, eunucha, dan- 
cers, fejgers, garcjen;, and gei^erals, I placed a 
great p;|rt qi thona tq the account of the laft elec- 
tor, and ii^gined ^ne prefent had t^een unwil- 
ling to naalc/j any akeratiQn3^, mX to render him- 
felf odious, which was the more to be avoided, 
^thc^CijaifilMii of Bavaria )iad niade hiscircum- 
ftanqes, very good ; but how furprized was I, af 
ioy wri^sji U Manhfiim, to find the üme t^e for 
QfiagftiftcQnce, pkafurc,and idk expence. Would 
you böli^vie, feffoduar,. that die court of Manh^iiri, 
ihc revefMS erf whkh is jaot. above 3,200,000 
RheniPi gaildei^^^ I^iys pi^jt iQo,OQQ of theot 
anniAaiiy qa its opera and mmßc i Would yow be- 
lieve, thjilt die keeping up thfi Schweffingen gar- 
. ^ns, fcaarce inferior to thofe of VerfaiUes, is an 
ansuialexpenee of 40,000? and that the ca&es 
fl^ Manheint and Scfasvsffii^eii coft 60,000 guU^ 
It a ders 
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dersa year ? that the hunt cofts 80,000, and the 
(lables 100,000 guilders? that this court has 
eleven regiments, with a general to each, which 
all together do not make above 5500 men ? not- 
withftanding the boafts of the fervants of the 
court, who, at the time of the difputc between 
their mafter, the counts of Leinengen, and the 
city of Achin, fpoke of 40,000 men to be fent 
againft the emperor, who threatened them with 
an exeaition, and 15,000 more ready to march 
againft the city of Achin. I have already told 
you, when fpeaking of Munich, that to make 
the puppet theatre complete, the two or three 
(hips on the Rhine have a lord high admiral 
to them. 

It is true, indeed, that the good eleftor is in 
a great meafure innocent of this exceffive wafte. 
His fervants bring him in falfe eftimates of his 
greatnefs, and flatter his weaknefs^j in order to 
divide the plunder between themfelves. 

The Palatinate is called the paradife of Ger- 
many. You will judge of its fruitfulnefs, when^ 
I tell you, that, exclufive of a great deal of wheat 
fold in the territories of Mentz and Treves, and 
exported into Switzerland, it fupplies, France 
every year with 3000 combs of grain. A comb 
is a mcailire of 1 70 pounds. Befides com, they 
abound in wine and tobacco. But what gives 

the 
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the greatcft idea of the profperity of the country, , 
is a lift of the taxes, which was (hewed me by a 
coUcÄor. I do not believe there is a (ingle ar- 
ticle, the air only which the people breathe ex- 
cepted, which is not to be found amongft them* 
Some contributions, fuch as thole for the canal 
of Frankenthorn, dams on the Rhine, &c. 
which ought naturally to have ceafed, when the 
neceflities they were meant to ferve (if indeed« 
fuch a ufelefs andfuperfluous canal can be called 
a neceflity) have been turned into perpetual im- 
pofts. The moft wonderful thing of all, how- 
ever, for a politician, are the cuftoms of the Pa- 
latinate. Merely with a view of raifing thefe, 
the cuftom-houfes have been fo increafed, that 
almoft every place in the high road has fome par- 
ticular cuftom payable in it, and all the goods 
which pafs through it are likewife taxable. 
Prejudical as this eftablifhment is, even to thci 
internal police of the country, as in confequence 
. of it a village is often three times more re- 
mote from the dwelling-place of its bailiff, 
than it ought to be, if nature and the good 
of the fubje6ts were more confulted than die 
bienefit of the eledor and l^s fervisints; yec 
h evfry fpark of patriotifm (b extinguiflied 
in this country, that there is no expectation of a 
change for the better ever being brpught about, 
R 3 In 
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In many places on the road, the only mark t£ 
the cuflxmi-houfc is the grcftt ftick, which enforces 
payment. The poor people, who expoit the 
conunoditiesof theoouiitry, are often compelled 
to go three mile^ out cH the road to pay thfe tax. 
In (hort, th^ only difference betwixt the prac-r 
tice of the ancient German nobility, whb, even 
fo low down as the timös of the Empei^or Maxi- 
nliliin, ufed to rob the merchant on the road, or 
compel pafiage-money from him ; and the pre^ 
fent fyftem of taxation in the Faiatinate is, that 
the dd nobility did that at the ha^sQtl of their 
heads, which tfafe government of the Palatinate 
does without danger, and without cbhfcioufnefi 
of doing wrong. 

In ordei- to give you a flill better idea of th<J 
octonomy of this country, yoii ttiuft know that 
there is a monopoly eftablifhed for the furhifhing 
of ill the wood burnt not only in the city of Man- 
heim, but for fome miles röuftd. This is not fuch 
a monopoly as that ^ftabliflied at Berlin, which 
you know rather helps the p^afaht to feU his wood, 
thanotherwift. Here, a natural fön of the cleftor,^ 
raifed by him to the dignity of count, having enT 
tered int6 an agriifimient with the pTöjeftör, pro- 
cumd thfe patent which has enabled him to 
live magnificently at the ftxp«h€e of the country* 

■ ThQ 
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'f li^ idinimfifatiori öf thfs coilhtfy is fuch, 
öiit it i^ ri^äilly flifgufting to liie to pick out fpe- 
cimens of ii tö lay before you. Every thing tKat 
you have ever heard of the feparate government 
öf priefts, niiftreffes, baftafds, faroenas, pro- 
jeftors, eunuchs, bankrupts, and the like, exifts 
in the Palatiiiate at one aria the fame time. I 
have fpokeh with' feveraT minifters, who made 
rid itijrflery di having tought their places. In- 
deed there are inöfe inÄances thanone, of places 
having been put up at public auÄiori, in tlie an- 
tichambers of the mTftrefles. One natui-at cdn- 
fequehce of this fs, tliVffagrant oppfeffidns of the 
little governors or cuftom-houfe officers, who 
aVe fo many Turkifli bafhaws, and are feared in 
their refpedtive diftrifts as the executioners of 
th^ vengeance of heaven. I had the honour to 
dine wiiH one of thefe baftiaws. The company 
was large and Iplendid. He and his numerous 
family abounded in rings, watches, lace, and 
every appendage of the moft extravagant luxury :. 
we had twenty-four diflies at dinner, and amongft 
the reff young peacocks. The dcfert was of a 
piece with the reft, and every thing in die high- 
eft ton. Befides this, the man had a fnug 
(table, magnificent carriage, and hounds, and 
yet his falary was not more than 2000 guilders, 
gr 209L sif year. How he could keep up fuch 
R 4 *a 
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an eftablilhment on fuch a revcnijc, would he, 
no doubt^ eafily learned from the poor peafant»^ 
under him, if we could obtain their confidence. 
With the rich peafants, a bafliaw of this kind is. 
naturally upon good terms. I was (hewn a man, 
who, though he had been publicly baniflied 
from another part of the empire, for his infa* 
mous condud, had, notwithftanding, by follow- 
ing the turnings and windings of this place, 
raifed himfelf to a place, from whence he was 
enabled to look down upon his enemies with 
contempt. There is, indeed, no part of Ger- 
many, in which adventurers of all forts are fo 
fure to make their fortunes as they are here. 
Provided they tak^ care to put part of the booty 
into the eledoral cheft, they are fure to live un- 
molefted. The loito of Genoa, which, though 
decorated* with a fmooth and fplendid name, is 
in fad no more than a Pharaoh table, at which 
the ftate endeavours to cheat its fubjefts, thrives 
in no German foil fo well äs in this. It harmo- 
nized too well with the reft of the fyftem of 
finance, not to be readily and eagerly adopted, 
I have feen lottery-office' propbfals publifhed with 
the eledor's privilege, and decorated with his 
arms, in which it is faid^ that a lottery is die 
ßorteß, Jafefi^ and moß becoming way^ for a man 
to niake ^s fortune. Now, every body kiiows, 

that 
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diat what advajßtage there is in a game of this 
kind is only for the rich, and that he who buys 
his thirty-twos and fixty-foxirths is fure to be un- 
done. What muft we think, then, of a couit, 
which ufes every trick and paltry artifice to entice 
its fubjefts to play a game, by which th^ are furc. 
to lofe, and // muft gain at leaft loo per cent,? 
It is true, indeed, that there is fuch a lottery in 
every court in Germany ; but at none are fuch 
mean tricks as thefe made ufe of to induce the 
fubjefts to play. 

Thefe oppreffions, however, great as they 
feem, are ftill nothing in comparifon of what the 
proteftants have to fuffer from the court. Ac- 
cording to repeated treaties, the eftabliflied re- 
ligion of the country ftiould be the reformed 5 
but notwithftanding this, the catholics have found 
means to grow powerful enough, not only to 
be at the head of every thing themfelves, but 
to perfecute the proteftants in the moft infamous 
manner. For this purpofe they have received 
villains of every kind into their villages, to in- 
creafe the number of catholics ; they have dil^ 
ppfTeiTed the proteftants of all places and pofts 
whatever; they have treated them with every 
kind of indignity ; nay, even in the courts of 
juflice, the moft fcandalous and infamous parti- 
alities hayp taken place. And yet^ fb are Jiuman 

affairs 
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affkirs condufted; amidft this oütfägfedüi ty- 
ranny, and whilft the cißlgrätiotis to AfA^tici 
have been fuch, that the Englifh knotv^ nö ötH^t 
name for a German than that of l^äktine, tMi 
court has rtiet with authors, both in and out off the 
country, to extol the wifdom of Its coühCils : iiäy, 
would ycru think it ? although half the fübje<^s of 
the country are driven out cf it, itid the f-ferf: ft? 
cpiÄ-effed, that the jf^ hardly know how to IrVe in if, 
th61-e h t toliege fof teaching the feveM 
branches of political oeconomy fubfiftiiig it LaU" 
Uffiy and projeftörs ifihuriiefa'bl^ are fönt to 
FraJnkenthal to effefcffifh riianxifiäärfe^f 

'that, notwithfbtnArig thi repeaSf ed ^rf rimttt- 
fatious? vexatiöÄs they ar6 ei^ofed to, the* iiU 
mers of this country atre ftifi Enabled to hold tfp 
thefarieads, is, h'rf doubt, o>)irki'^ to* the frequent: 
immigrations. 'jThefe' keep the price tft land low^ 
and enable the half Wha reiftain (for above hatf 
are driven' out) tofubfift with a? tolerable degree 
öfiöfiiforc. 

NotwithftaAding' all! the reputation wliich' the 
öialiufaÄures of thä Palatiiiate have gained, 
fliertf h' more fhei^ tlidn'fubftance about them; 
AIJ thofe of Frahkeiirhal put together are liöt 
<!iquäi'to* finglö oixti which' migf^r b^ named in 
ÄüftÜa, in Switz^erlartd; ät fiferlin, ändih feveral 
^ dth?r cdüritär'ies, Excepting only the china ma^ 

pufaftory. 
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fiüfaÖ:öfy> tH^re is not ä flingk one which fcfti- 
ploys e hundred men ^ of hW a Kapital of 1 00,0001 
guilder. Btit hero th^cäH ä f)läce VJi<*re three 
men änd a few boys are ihäking wafers^ ä ivä£& 
fAanufuEiory. In diis fenfe, ^Vdry taylöt and 
(hoemaker's (hop may p^fs for' ä manüfadlory. 
And yet they do not know how to prepare the pfd-^ 
ducc of the country for the internal Confümption 
of it. The tobacco which gro\vs in the Palati- 
nate is carried Into Holland to be made, and 
bxxnight back again for ^öiifulöptiori. Another 
proof of the wifdom of this government,' is, the 
difficulties it places in th6 way of the exports of 
its own fnbjeft^. The city of Meiiti, I have 
told you, fubfifts entirely by bread ni^de^ in thöf 
Palatinate. Would you think that the court of 
Manheim, which^ like all the other petty courts 
of Germany, is ever ready to quarrel with its 
neighbours, notwithftanding €very treaty and 
feeming appearance of amity between theihi 
wanted to force the iiihabitäiits of Ment25 to come 
and buy their food in the Palatinate? Before 
this^ the formers carried! it to the cky mar- 
ket; but the court of Manheim effiabliffied 
weekly markets at Oppenhe im,- and other 
j^aces hear the frontiers of MeMz. NödötibC> 
it would have been ail advantage to äie Pala- 
tines;^ had (brangers bfought die mdn^y to thdir 

piarkets^j 
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markets^ and the Eleftor might have fet his own 
prices on his commodity, provided that Mentz 
and the Rhinegau had been fo entirely, depen^ 
dent upon him as not to have the pofEbility of 
a fupply by any other means ; but as foon as the 
people of Mentz faw themfelves compelled to 
pay more than they did before, they opened an 
immediate trade with the rich corn countries 
of the Wetterau, about Ufingen and Friedberg; 
the confequence of which was, that the Palatines 
became the dupes of the caprices of their mafters, . 
and were compelled to carry their commodity 
into France and Switzerland, with far more 
trouble, and far lefs profit. As, however, 
none of the projefts of this court have any con- 
fiftency, the markets of Mentz have, within 
thefe few years paft, been vifited again. The 
ci2ft(Hns are no fmall hindrance to e^tpcHtation. 
Manheimis a very regularly built pretty little 
city, containing about 25,000 inhabitants, of 
which, fincethe court reiides at Munich, it has loft 
about 2000. The Manheimers very much want the 
cleftor to rejßde with them, and leave Bavaria, 
which is at leaft fifty times as large as the Palati- 
nate, to be governed by a deputy. They can- 
not yet undeiftand what it is their prince fcts- in 
Munich, to give it the preference. Indeed they 
are fo confcious of the beauty of their owu city, 

that 
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that they la«^ in the face df any one who tells 
them there are finer places in the world than 
Manheim, which, after all, it is doing too much 
honour to to call it a miniature of Turin or 
Berlin, and other towns. Indeed, if you except 
the dull regularity of it, Munich is a much finer 
city than Manheim, which has nothing worth 
feeing in it but the caftle, and church of the Je* 
fuits* Every thing ehe that is called fine here 
is fo little and artificial, as to infpire a knowing 
eye only withdifguft. But the Manheimers are 
altogether the proudeft people on earth. They 
have fo great an idea of the power and riches of 
their country, as not to fcruple to rank their 
prince wit!, the greateft monarch« in the w^wrld; 
They aflure you, with very ferious faces, that if 
they had not been the friends of peace, and 
avcrfe to thefhedding of human blood, k woidd 
have »been eafy for them to have taken pofleflioii 
of Bavaria by force, notwithftandingall the pre- 
tenfions ö( die houfe of Auftria. Thefe ridicu- 
lous airs, no doubt, have arifen from their being 
forrouoded/by lefler ftates, and their eleftor 
being the firft of the fmaller princes : but their 
univerfa! motto in every thing is, *^ Much 
*^ buftk for little bufinefs." The love of plea- 
fure, too, is fo univerfal here, that a taylor's wife 
looks upon jt as difgraceful to be faithful to her 

hulband. 
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J^\4jmiid. Tfei^ diffipatiofi, ;|ii4 the Iqyc of dnh 
\a,s a very ftrikixjg afped, when GQmralled with 
die deep poverty t][|at obtains thrpugho^. The 
women of t^i& pl^e are remarkably h^ndfotge, 
^reeable, ^dpleaiing. 

The goverijmew of thp Pal^tiaate is ono of 
diemcA arbitrary in Germany» There. %re no 
ftates, %n4 the privileges of the coitu|i\]c^ie$ 
9Fe the jcft of the court. But lierp, Huwe than ia 
any other placa in the world, you may be coxk- 
vinced that the mod defpotic prince in the world 
is the moft limited.. The eleäpr depends on 
his iQweft fi^rvants, and is the dupe of ail wiio 
iVuToujad himr^ Every ibboi^dinatip minifter is a 
defpoit ill the Qmt rs^ßoer, as far as the fphere 
of his power extends« (q (hat when afov^reign has 
not fpirit enough to look into the details, of gor 
vernment, or ^t leaft to rebuke ^s miniftej:3> he 
is fure to find there h a cqfi^jiracy agalnft him fuod 
the country^ whilft tigere ^s no Ijpdy ]£& teteU 
him the truth, or fay a ^rord, far tibe good eaufe. 
It is impoiTible for the ele(3:or to lay the 6x& 
ftone of a building, without being dtj^^*«xii» 
the moft fcandalous nianner* 

ILEX- 
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IF God vouchfafes me life, brother, I mil 
once more fail from Memz hither ; for ne- 
ver in my life had I a. pleafanter voyage. . Tlip 
i]^il<mthp Oapube is fine, but that on the Rhine 
% furpaflps it ; and indeed I know nothing to 
^pjmp^ ^ith this lafl, but the fail on the lakes of 
Qeqev^ P^ Zurich. My company was agreeable, 
^pd tbp ve0cl a far dilferept kind of a thing 
^01^ ^e miferablc rafters on the Danubt?: it 
](H^d,a ma^: and fails, the deck had rails round it, 
^jx^ th^^ ^ert^ windpv^fs and other furniture in 
^he cahdn. 

j^^ Moving loft fight of the magnificent and 
laijghing ^inegau, we were carried through a 
ija^row valley, entirely occupied by the Rhine, 
>yhich opens under Bingen. The coi^traft was 
^tremely ftriking. The hills, which hang per- 
pendicularly over the Rhine, are fometimes co- 
vered with varipus greens, fomctimps ^ith 
naked ftpnes, and now and then with blue or 
wlutp flates : tl^eif appearance, their flope, the 
^flferent apd various culture which you fee every 
x^y ai^^ then upon them, together with the 

windings 
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vindings of the Rhine, change the profpeft al^ 
tooft every moment. Notwithftanding the dif- 
advantageous iituatlon of it, the banks of this 
vale are much more peopled, and much better 
cultivated, than any part of the Danube what- 
ever. You have a village almoft every three 
miles, and every hill is crowned with a cafUe, 
formerly the habitation of fome German knight. 
The moft pifturefque fancy can point nothing 
more romantic, than the fituatioh of thefe cities 
and villages. We had a Scotchman with u^^ 
who had come oyer land from the Eaft Indies. 
The man was like a madman. He found fome- 
thing like Scotland in every place we admired ; 
but on my alking him what there was in his 
0wn country like the vineyards which we faw, 
lie fwore that, as to thefe, their uniformity and 
dull regularity made them an unpleafing fight ; 
and obliged him to refrefli his eyes with a 
fight of the impending hills. I anfwered him 
only by bringing him a glafs of red Afmanns- 
haufer wine, which he found very drinkablel 
The finefi: fpots in this romantic country are 
thofe about Bacharach and Kaub (which lie 
direftly oppofite each other on different fides of 
the river), and thofe about St. Goar and Cob- 
lenz. The fituationof Bacharach is like the placa 
itfelf, dark and tremendoufly beautifuU The 

hiU> 
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liili, at the front of which the little town lies/ 
hangs direftly perpendicularly over it, and is, ih 
part, covered with vineyards, which produce one 
of the beft Rhenifti wines. The fiuiatipn of 
Kaub is more open and more gay, and from 
the circumftance of tlie houfes being painted 
of a light white upon a deep green, contrails 
very pleafingly with the wonderful black of* 
Bacharack: In the midft trf the Rhine, betwixt 
the two cities, on a rock which hardly rifts above 
the furface of the water, ftands a high, thick, fpUd 
tower, calledthtPalatine. This, which as well as the 
two towns, belongs to the Elector, is generally 
looked upon by the common people, as the ori- 
ginal feat of the family. You can conceive no- 
thing more fingular of ftriking in a landfcape, 
tlian the fituation of this tower, when viewed from 
a certain diftance. 

The country about St. Goar is quite of a differ- 
ent kind. On the banks of the Rhine, on the right, 
and on one of the perpendicular hills, which are 
diftinguilhed by their majeftic appearance, there 
ftands an old caftle which they ftill keep up. The 
left (hore, on which the city ftands, is ftill more 
perpendicular, but it is cultivated with fingular in- 
duftry. The vines are planted as at Rudeflicimoa 
a number of fmall afcendant terraces, which rife 
to a great height. The fpace betwixt the 

VOL. III. S rock' 
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rock and the ftream is fo naitow, that the inh^ 
bitants are fometunes compelled to b6ild in the 
3rock itfelfc Juft above the city there rifes majcf^ 
tically a fort called Rheinfeis, which gave 
its name to a branch of the houfe of Hcffe-Caflel ; 
but fince the death of the pofTefibr^ has ßillen^ 
with the country belonging to it, to the head of 
that houfe^ The town itfelf is very Kvely, and 
fiu* the beft betwixt Bingen and Coblentz^ The 
inhabitants appear to be a very a&ive race of 
men* A litde above the city, the fliort winding» 
of the conftrained Rhine form a whirlpool, known 
by the name rf St. Goar*s bank. Though na 
remarkably bad accidents ever happen here, wc 
were witnefies to one, which fhews that it has not 
its name for n<xhing^ as the whirlpool on the Da«> 
liube has. A large vcffd from Cologne happened 
to be going down the river with us. It had taken 
on board an old experienced pilot, who, in the 
dangerous places, ftood very deep in the river* 
The horfes pulled very ftrong : on a fudden, the 
pilot was fo entirely borne xiown by the flxeam, 
that the veffel lay in a minute on the other bank of 
the river, though this was a hundred and fifty 
paces diftant from the place it was gokig down« 
By great good luck there was a wherry betwixt it 
and the rock^ on which k ftruck, which pre- 
vented 
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vented it from receiving great damage. It was, 
however, obli^d to be hoven off. 

About a mile above Coblentz, feveral old 
caftles and little towns, fituated at the top and 
bottom of thefe woods and hills, form very pkaf- 
ing views. At length you behold the httle town 
of Lahnftein, at the back of which there is a rough, 
tall mountain. Near the town, a gullet, through 
which the river Lahn runs into the Rhine, forms 
a very pleafing perfpedkive. The valley is ftill 
fo narrow as to be wholly occupied by the Rhine. 
As you approach towards Coblentz, it begins to 
widen to the left. At a diftance you fee a mag- 
nificent convent of Carthufians ; on a great hill, 
ftraight before you, the city ; and to the right, the 
fteep rock crowned by the fort of Ehrenbreit- 
ftein. At the foot of the hill is the majeftic 
caftte inhabited by the prince, and feveral mag- 
nificent buildings. The whole has an effeÄ not 
to be defcribed. 

Coblentz is a very pretty, though fomewhat 
dead town, which contains about 12,000 inhabi- 
tants. The prefent mafter, a Saxon prince, and 
brother-in-law to the emperor, continues true to 
the old fyftcm. He isexemplarily good, and I be- 
lieve that it is his goodnefs, much more than any po- 
litical views, which makes him fo attached to the 
papal fyftem of church government.- In a voyage 
s a he 
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be lately made to Augfbourg, he carried his ve* 
neration for the pope fo far^ as to throw hiixifelf 
on his knees before him in the public church. 
There alfo exifts a letter of his to his brother-in- 
law, in which he reproaches him in very feverc 
terms, for his intended projeÄ of reform. Thefe 
remonftrances were not, however, well received ; 
the emperor looked upon the holy father in a very 
different light from the good archbifhop. The 
latter, however, is upon the whole an excellent 
prince, nor doe3 his piety, as than of princes 
fometimes does, degenerate into indolence and 
weaknefs. 

This ecclefiaftic owes his advancement entirely 
to the emperor. He was firft recommended by 
him to the chapter of Luttich, who refufed the 
recommendation with great harftmefs. .The 
chapters of Mentz, Wurtzburgh, and Luttich,- 
are the only ones in Germany, who endeavour to 
prcferve their freedom of eleftion. Upon the 
Tcfufal of Luttich, the emperor tried Treves, who^ 
made lefs diftculty. As eledor, he has at leail 
500,000, :J«id as bifhop of Augfbourg, near 
200,000 gitilders. Befides this, he is coadjutor 
of EUwangen, where, in tiriie, he may expeft 
at leaft 8000 guilders more. Three fuch pieces 
of preferment would almoft make me think widi 
Bellarmine : ** Only make me pope (faid a Ro- 

" man 
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*^ rtun patrician to one who wanted to convert 
" him), and I will be a Cliriftian !'' 

The country betwixt Coblentz and Cologne 
is very fine and very well peopled. There is a 
beautiful town near the latten Newvied is quite 
new, regularly built, and full of induftry. Th$ 
inhabitants enjoy not only a perfeft freedom of 
religion, but an exemption from taxes, very fel- 
dom to be met with in Germany. The place is 
more particularly diflinguifhed as the refidence 
of a colony of Moravians. Juft over againft it, 
on the oppofite bank of the Rhine, lies the old 
town of Andernach, which, though not lb hand- 
fome as Newvied, is extremely fiill of life. 
Bonn, the refidence of the eledkor of Cologne, 
is the largeft and handfomeft town betwixt Cob- 
lentz and Cologne. It contains 12,000 inhabi- 
unts. Till you come within two or three miles of 
Cologne, the banks of the Rhine have ftill hills, 
only the chains of hills are fofter than betwixt 
Coblentz and Mentz, and they are now and then 
broken by fmall plains ; but here the hills termi- 
nate to the right with fcven large pyramids, 
called the feven hills. Thefe form a fine amphi- 
theatre, and on one of them there is an old caflle. 
From hence to the German ocean, there are no 
more remajrkable hills. Here likewife end the 
dominions of the German Bacchus« 

s 3 The 
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The whole fbip of hnd from here to Ments 
is one of the richeft and beft peopled in all Ger- 
many* In this couiie of eighteen German milesi, 
they reckon twenty cities^ which lie on the banks 
of the Rhine, and were nK)ftof them ksiown to 
the Romans. There ftill remain figns emough tq 
prove, that thefe were fome <^the firft countries 
broke up. ^either morafles nor heaths interr 
rupt the agriculture, which is carried on with 
great induftry, from the banks <rf the river to ^ 
great diftance up the country. Whilft many 
caftles and cities, built in other paits of Gemianyj 
in the times of Charlemagne and his fucceflbrs, 
particularly under Henry the Firft, have been 
deftroyed, thofe which were built in this country 
not only remain, but fevoral freßi ones have becA 
added to them. 

It is certainly true, that the natural fniitfulne($ 
of the country, and the facility of exportation by 
tiie Rhine, contributes in a great degree to this; 
but it is alfo owing to the nature of the govern- 
ment. In the three ecclefiaftical eleftorates, 
they know nothing of the heavy taxes under 
ivhich the fubjcds of the temporal princes fo hea- 
vily growi. They have raifed the cuftoms very 
little. . No fpecies of flavcry is known here. 
There is ^o need of heavy taxes to portion out 
princefles. Tfeey have no overgrown ajmics, 

nor 
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nor do they fcU the jTom of their farmers to foreign 
powers^ nor have they taken any part in the 
civil or foreign difturbances of Germany. From 
allthisit foUows^thatthoughthey do not encourage 
^rts and manvifaftures fo much as they might do, 
agriculture has been carried to a height amongjR: 
them, which it has not reached in any other part 
of Germany^ So true it is, that nature will do 
of herfelf all that laws and adts of parliament 
can produce, as foon as you remove the impedi- 
jnents that ftand in the way. 

The foreft of (hips in the port, and the numerous 
church fteeples, give Cologne a very magnificent 
appearance at adillance; but it all yanifhes as foon 
as you fet foot within the gates. The ftreets and the 
inhabitants are alike dark and ugly. I had fcarce 
made my entry, when I met with an event, which 
gave me no very high idea of the police of the 
place. On my landing from the veflel, they 
fent a foldier with me to the inn, to fearch my 
baggage ; but we were hardly alone, when he 
told me how old he was, what a trouble it would 
be for him to go to the inn, and in fliort offered 
to let me go where I pleafed, provided I would 
give him a few ftivers. This I eafily complied 
with ; but I had hardly got rid of him, when a 
froop of beggars aflailed me, and followed me 
^ujt? tQ the inn. Here I met with another fpe- 

5 /^ twa 
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cimen of the manners. The hoftcfs was bai^ain- 
ing with a dirty monk to fay a mafs for her. He 
aiked fourteen ftivers, and (he would give him 
only twelve. At length, when they had flruck 
their bargain, and the prieft was gone his way, 
there came another, who had overheard all that 
had paffed, and offered the hoftefs, if (he would 
be off, to fay a mafs for ten ftivers. By the next 
poft you (hall hear more from this city, which 
has an extraordinary appearance throughout. 



LETTER LXVII. 

Cologne. 

COLOGNE, brother, is in every refpeft 
the uglieft town in all Germany ; there is 
not a fingle building worth feeing within its walls, 
which are nine miles in circumference ; moft of 
the houfesare fallingto the ground; agreatpartof 
them ftand quite empty ; and as to the population, 
I cannot give you a better idea of it, than by 
affuring you, upon my honour, that my land- 
lord, an officer of the city, with whom I have 
taken up my abode for two months, pays only 
fifty guilders a year for a very handfome, large 
houfe, with a court, ftables, and a large garden, 
in one of die beft ftreets in the city. Round 

the 
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the walls^ which enclofe the whole domain of the 
ftate, there are fome hundred farm houfes, which 
produce all the greens, together with as much 
butter, cheefe, and milk, as is ufed in the city. 
In manjr flxeets there is dung laying before the 
houfcs on each fide. Many are fo empty, that 
you may walk in them for an hour, without fee* 
ing a fipgle human creature. The great fquare, 
or place, however, would, from its fize and the 
beautiful rows of lime trees in it, be one of 
the moft magnificent in the world, if it was not 
darkened by the half-fallen buildings about it. 

Ä third part of the inhabitants are privileged 
beggars, who form here a regulär corporation : 
this is no fatire, as you may think it, but the 
fober truth; they fit upon rows of ftools placed 
in every church, and take precedence ac- 
oording to their feniority : when the eldeft dies, 
his next neighbour takes his place. The old peo- 
ple, who belong to the fraternity, confider a place 
upon thefe ftools, as a provifion for afon, or 
marriage-portion for a daughter. Many of 
them have ftools belonging to them in fevcral 
churches, which they vifit alternately, on the 
days of the moft brilliant feftivals, and divide 
amongft their heirs when they die. On the few 
days of the year on which there are no feftivals, 
they dilperfe about the city, and moleft the paf- 
r-^^' fengers. 
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&skgen, with aa infoleoce and rudcacfs^t to be 
conceived. 

Another third of dbie inhabitants are ecclc^ 
fiaftics* There are thirty-nine nunneries in this 
p]ace> above twenty convents for m^n^ and 
more than twelve hofpitals ; befides thefe, the 
j^ce is crouded with a motley race of mtn, 
which arc called Abbes ; but thefe are not a^ they 
tre with us, the powdered fmirking ecclefiaflical 
beaux, who niake parties with the ladies, 
znd attend at their levees i but rough,, dirty 
clowns, befmeared all over with tobacco, who 
I^y for pence with the peafants in public ale- 
houfes; or after having faidmafs in the mcH-ning); 
jrun of errands, clean flioes, or are porters, for 
the reft of the day. I have never fecn the church 
in fo contemptible a ßate as it is. here. 
There are feveral ecclefiaAics who donotthei|^ 
felves know what they are. I am acquainted with 
a canon, who makes 2000 guilders a year of his 
ftall ; but has afTured me himfelf, that he has 
neither faid mafs, nor feen his church, for a 
twelvemonth. I met another of them in a coflfee- 
houfe,kept by a young woman, whom he loved, 
but who was likewife courted by a merchant's 
clerk. The rivals having engaged in a game 
at billiards, from words proceeded to blows,^ 
until th? prebend was laid fairly ynd?r the table^ 
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When we had with fome difficüky made pcace> 
the clerk went his way, and now there followed 
another extraordinary fcene. The canon had a 
pretty young man with him, whom he had 
lodged and boarded for fome time. He took 
it fo ill that this toad-eater had not taken 
his part, th^t after reproaching him with the 
favours he had conferred on him, he re- 
pounced his friendfhip before us all. The 
part of our abbes is played here by thefc 
regular canons, the Antonites, and the priefl» 
of the order of Malta. You fee them about the 
ladies in all the great houfes. As to the nims^ 
fhere are four of them big with child at prefent, 
^nd fix are immured, for not having underftood 
fhe art of not being with child* In the firft days 
pf my abode here, the fon of a gendeman, to 
whom I was recommended, took me with him 
fo a nuQnery to vifit his fifter. We found hec 
with another friend in the fitck room, where they 
^re allowed to receive vifits. In the firft quarto: 
pf an hour of the vifit, I difcovered that my 
friend was not come to fee his fifter, and that her 
friend's diforder was not very dangerous. I 
found the fifter agreeable enough, not to be tired 
of her, whilft the brother was entertained by the 
friend. The next week the fifter was. ill, and 
0ie friend attended^ her tQ th? hofpital ; fl^e grate- 
folly 
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fully returned thtf favour the week after, and I 
foon found that, let me ftay here as long aä I 
pleafed, we Ihould have vifits to make every 
week, till the whole circle of difeafes had been 
gone through by the nuns* 

The want of proper government is the caufe' 
of the illimired freedom, which is enjoyed by 
the ecclefiaftics of this place. . They live in the 
greateft anarchy ; for though they are properly 
fubjeft to the controul of the archbifhop of 
Cologne, the magiftracy of the place is jealous 
of the archbifhop*s power, and will fufFer none of 
his orders relating to difcipline to be carried into 
execution. Thus between the contention of the 
two powers, poor difcipline goes to the ground. 

The laft third of the inhabitants confifts of 
fomc Patrician families, and of the merchants and 
mechanics,on whom the other two parts live. Upon 
the whole, Cologne is at leaft a century behind 
the reft of Germany, Bavaria itfelf not excepted. 
Bigotry, ill-manners, clownifhnefs, flothfulnefs, 
are vifible every where, and the fpeech, drefs, 
furniture of the houfes, every thing, in fhort, 
is fo different from what is feen in the reft 
of Germany, that you conceive yourfelf in 
the middle of a colony of ftrangers. I do 
not mean to fay there are no exceptions, for 
I have been in fome houfes, the mafters of 
which are diftinguilhed for their tafte and 

elegant 
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degant manner of living ; but the exceptions are 
indeed very few. 

It is owing to the government of the country, 
that this city is fo far behind the other ftates of 
Germany. Together with the hatred of innovation 
common to all republics, and ufual impatience 
and weaknefs of the magiftrate,* the abfurd cor- 
poration fyftem prevails here with more force 
than in any other of the free imperial cities. I 
will only give you one inftance, by which you 
will fee how impoffible it is for this town ever to 
go on improving as the reft of Germany has done. 
A few years fince there fettled here a baker from 
the Palatinate, who, from the circumftance of 
the other bakers baking fuch bread as only an 
inhabitant of Cologne could eat, foon drove a 
thriving trade. Jealoufy of his good fortune 
foon brought his brethren of the company to his 
houfe, and they pulled down his oven. The affair 
was carried into a court of juftice. On the day 
it wa§ to be determined, not only the company 
of bakers, but the other companies of barbers,' 
taylors, fhoemakers, &c. aflembled round the 
court-houfe, and fwore they would put an end 
to the magiftrates and magiftracy together, if, by 
their licentious decree, they allowed any man to 
bake better bread than the other gentlemen of 
the corps. The magiftracy knew its men, who 

on 
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on a former occafion had hufUed fome of them In 
the church-yard ; and admonilhed by the prece- 
dent, they made this fpirited decree :- ' * " That 
•* whereas the audacious baker had taken upon 
•* him to bake bread, fuch as the reft of the 
'^ corporation did not bake, he Ihould biiiki up his 
•* oven again at his own expence,' and, for the 
** future^ be cautious only to bake (uch bread 
*^ as the town had been wont to feed upon.'* 

The obftinacy with which the feveral corpo* 
rations of the place defend their privileges, the 
rudeneis of the common people, which fome 
love to decorate with the name of liberty, and 
the immoderate and unreftrained licentioufnefs 
which obtains univerfally, render Cologne very 
deferving of the name of Little London, by which 
fbme of its inhabitants love to diftinguifli 
it« Like the great London, it is renurkablefor 
the pride of the common people, and the info- 
knee with which they treat fti'angers. Having 
behaved rather impertinently to their neighbours, 
the Elector of Cologne, and the Eledor Pala* 
tine, an attempt was made to reform them in the 
moft efFedual way, by cutting off their provifions- 
The magifixacy immediately difpatched meffen- 
gers to the emperor, to acquaint him that they 
were upon the point of being flarved to death ; 
and in the mean time, the burghers rubbed up 

their 
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their old fwords, and affembling in crowds in 
the alehoufes, and other public places of the 
city, denounced death and venge^ce on -the 
elefton The emperor, out of pity, had the 
interdid taken off; and ever fince, the populace 
have exclaimed,- — " We have brought the elec- 
*^ tor to reafon t he was apprized of our intended 
'** march, aiid has aded very wifely, in not al- 
*^ lowing matters to come to extretnities !'* Pre- 
cifely in the ftyle of the canaille of London. 

A governing burgomafter of Cologne (tli^rc 
are fix of them, two of which govern every year) 
holds nearly the fame ftate as the lord-mayor cf 
London* He wears a Roman toga, half black, 
half purple, a large Spanifh hat, Spanifli 
breeches, waiftcoat, &c* He has alfo his lie- 
tors, who carry the fafces before him, when he 
Appears in his public charaäier. In the Isdi war^ 
caie erf our regiments defired to march through 
^the city ; but it was oppofed, on the pretence 
that the King of Pruflia was their liege lord, ia 
his capacity of Duke of Cleves, and Count of the 
^ark; and they told the colonel, who defired. 
to have the gate opened to him, that they were 
determined to obferve a ftrid neutrahty. It was 
in vain for him to remonflxate, that he was con^ 
dufting auxiliary troops to the fervice of the em- 
peror, their fovereign lord. The gatfs were 

z , kept 



tyz TRAVELS THROUGH GBRMAKY. 

kept (hut^ and nothing lefs than the pleadire 
of having their houfes burned about their ears 
would content the mob of the place. However^ 
when the cannon was planted^ and ready to fire, 
the council thought better of it, and, to the great 
inonification of the populace, dcterniined to 
permit the paffage. The commandant, as foon 
as he had got in, immediately made the beft of 
his way to the hall, to remonftrate with the mayor, 
whom he found, in all the infignia of majefty, 
on his throne, encompafled with his liftors. As 
thefe, however, did not prevent a few remarks 
from being made, the magiftrate immediately 
drew up, and ordering th'e liftors to raifc the 
fafces, aiked the colonel, " Whether he had a 
*' proper conception of the dignity of a Roman 
'' burgomafter ? Or whether he knew, that he 
*^ reprefented the majefty of the Roman Csefars, 
'* and had only opened the door to him out of 
** good will ?'* The officer, who had drawn up 
bis troops, with their bayonets fixed and firelocks 
primed, in the. grand fquare, and was in full pof- 
feffion of the city, could not abftain from 
laughing ; but as he already had the door in his 
hand, the only anfwer he made was, ^^ You are 
*^ not quite right in your head !" 

The want of all police, a want which in this 
town conftitutes the effence of liberty,brings hither 

from 
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from the Upper Riiijoe^ Weftphalia^ t^c Impe- 
rial Netherlands^ France, and Holland, vaft 
numbers of people who choofe to live incognito« 
There are very good fbcieties to be met with, 
made up of the better fort of thefe adventurers, 
numerous Fruffian and Imperial officers, the 
canons belonging to the foundations of the place, 
fonie patricians, and proteftant merchants. The 
brift navigation, jiarticularly of the Putch, for 
lyhich this is the ftaple, which they dar^ not paTs 
by, the low price of all the neceflaries of life, the 
neighbourhood of Bonn, the total abfence df 
the infupportable court airs and infolence of the 
noblefle, which you meet with almoft in every 
other city, the wholefomenefs of the air, and the 
chearfiilnefs of the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
ing eleftorate and dutchy of Berg, renders diis 
a very agreeable abode to thofe who wifli to mix 
fomewhat of the country with the city life, not- 
withftanding the difagreeable manners of the 
majcMity. This ferves die philofophical ob- 
ferver for matter of perpetual remarks, which he 
cannot make fo eafily any wha*e elfe. Indeed, 
all the chaiaAers of middling life are here more 
ilrongly marked than in any other place I have 
ever been in. 

Thefe mordfe and heavy people are cquljay 
diftinguiflied from the reft cf Europe, for their 
religious as well as for theirjiolitical fupeji^tions. 

VOL. III. T The 
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The republican pride gives a colouring la 
every thing done here> which cannot but highly 
intercft a friend of humanity, were it only to 
make liim laugh ; which, you know, was the 
ufe which Demoqritus of Abdcra made of his 
fellow-citizens, to the no fmall advantage of his 
lungs« 

The fuperftition of this little London fur- 
pafles every thing of the kind you can imagine/ 
They are not contented here with fingle faints, 
but muft have whole armies of them. A few- 
days fince, I paid a vifit to the church of St. Ur^ 
fula, where (he lays, with her iiooo virgins. 
The walls and floor of the church are filled with 
coffins and bones. Though, as this holy prin- 
ccfs lived in the time of the heptarchy, it be 
fomewhat difficult to conceive how fhe could get 
together iiooo virgins in her father's do- 
minions, a man who (hould attempt here to fub- 
traft a fingle one from the number, would run a 
very great chance of being knocked on the head. 
Wonderfiil as this ftory is in itfelf, other wonders 
are brought in confirmation of it. Amongft 
the reft, there is ä monument which has a fmail 
coffin inclofed in it, and on which the following 
words ai-e^e^ritten :—'' A natural child was buri- 
" cd in this church with the virgins ; but innocent 
'' as he was, they would not fuffer him to mixhis» 
" bones" 
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•* bones with theirs, but drove- him out again,' 
^* and there was a neceffity of burying hinri above 
" ground." If you are not thoroughly verfed 
in the hiftory of thefe ladies, you will be, per- 
haps, glad to hear that authors do not quite 
agree in their accounts of them. The Ita- 
lian legendaries, a jealous race of curs, where 
foreign miracles are concerned, think there is 
a zero too much in the infcriptionj others, 
that the princefs had a maid of honour called 
Undecimilla, who by fome blundering monks 
was changed into eleven thoufand. Here 
alfo lies interred in a church which bears 
his name. Saint Gereon, (not Geryon) with 
1 200 or 1 20po (for they do not ftand for a cy- 
pher here in reckoning up faints) of his foldiers. 
One of the three Hermans who are the fubjedk 
of a wretched popular novel, alfo works wonders 
upon wonders here. Almoft every one of the 
200 churches of this place has fome male or 
female faint belonging to it, on which the monks 
and beggars live. 'What delighted me mofl: 
in this way, were two wooden horfes painted 
white, which are looking out of a window in 
an old building of the new fquare. The hiftory 
of this monument was given me in the follow- 
ing terms : *' A wealthy young woman was for- 
** merly buried from this houfe, with very rich 
*^ ornaments, which the grave-digger having 
T 2 *^ obferved,' 
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^obferved» hectme in the night to rob thcr 
'«corpfc} hardly had the coffin been opened, 
^ when the woman ftood \^, and frizing the Ian* 
« tern, which the aftonilhed grave-digger dfop- 
^ ped in his fright, walked direftly home with 
«* it J 'Ihe knocked at the door i the maid came 
*< to the window, and aiked who was there. 
^ Your miftrefs, anfwered the other. The girl 
<' immediately ran with the meflage to her 
*' mafter,who not being perhaps pleafed to hear 
*' that his wife was come back again, cried out, 
^ It is as impoffible for it to be my wife, as for 
^ the two horfes to come out ^f die {tables, 
^ run up into the garrets, and look out of the 
^window/ No fooner faid than done; the 
^ two nags immediately trotted up ftairs, 
^ and have remained at die window to this day.'* 
The poor man had no remedy but to take 
back his \rife, wha lived fcvcn years with him 
after that, and wove a great^quantity of linen, 
which, together with a fet of paintings, exhi- 
biting the whole ftory, is ftill to be feen in the 
neighbouring church. Unfortunately for the 
ftory, it is told with precifely the fame trircum- 
ftances in two other parts of Germany, only the 
Colognefc, who are in every thinjg diftinguifhcd 
from the reft of the fons of men, have added 
the vifible and perpetual monument of the two 

horfes i 
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horfes ; but this city is veiy rich in fables of thir 
kind. 

It is not here as in the other dark parts of 
Germany, where fmall tales only fcnrc for the 
amufementof the idle 5 no, no, the Colognefe 
are in downright ferious earned; they cohfider 
their country as the fpecial häbiution of faints^ 
and the earth itfelf as holy, and are equally 
ready to become martyrs for the truth of the 
propofitions, or to make martyrs of any who 
doubt them. 

Their bilious humour leads them to defend 
the whole with a degree of heat that almoft turns 
their hesids : whereas, in the other parts of Gcr* 
many, there is fomething romantic in all the 
ftories of the faints^ which correfponds with 
the jovial turn of the people; fo every thing of 
the fort told here« is meUnchply, cruel« orngn^ 
fenfical, like the relators« 

The priefls of the place, efpecially the monks« 
carry no better ftories than thefe with (hem intp 
^heir pulpits -, nay, fome of my friends h^ve 9^^ 
fured me, that the whole mor^ity of th^ <:QQep 
feflbrs refts upon them : thus, if ^ young man 
comes to confefs an affair of gallantry« he \$ 
immediately told« *' that the devil having paught 
«c a young man and young woman in bed toge« 
^^ ther, wrung oflPthe neck of the one, and pluqg« 
^' ed the other into a lake nine times hotter than 
73 " burning 
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** burning pitch.** Of all the fermons I heard 
here, the certain medium by which to judge of 
the morals of a people, there was only one, by 
a Carmelite, that was not flat nonfenfe« 

A neceffary confequencc of all this is, that 
the manners are more corrupted here than in 
any other place under the fun. The churches 
themfelves are made places of rendezvous^ 
where every kind of . licentioufnefs is in part 
agreed upon, and in part carried into effeft. 

The evening fervices of the monks are like 
the evening walks in the fufaurbs of Vienna, 
and every alehoufe round the place teems with 
adultery and fornication. If you happen to go 
into . them on a holiday, you will commonly 
find the vifitors in fuch a ftate of drunkcnncfs, 
as exaftly reminds you of the old Germans and 
Scythians. 
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Cologne. 
ERETOFORE Cologne counted 
30,000 men bearing arms, and in the 
twelfth century it ftood a fiege againft the whole 
empire united. Her commerce was fo flourifli- 
ing, that (he was at the head of the Hans cities of 
^ the 
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the third order. Indeed» when we confider the 
many circumftances favourable to it, fuch as the 
fituation on. one of the moil navigable rivers in 
the world» the Ihores of which are covered with 
inhabitants ; the ftaple, the republican form of 
government, the admirable roads which connjeÄ 
it with all Germany, and various other circum- 
ftances ; the greateft wonder of all the wonders 
of this wonderful city, is how it can poflibly 
have contrived to fallfo low: atprefent it docs 
not -contain more than 25,000 fouls. Their 
manufaftures are low. Save a fingle one of to- 
bacco, a few infignificant laces, and the 
-pins which are made by the wives and daugh- 
ters of the poor people, all fpirit of induftry is 
cffeftually fuppreffed by monkery, and the diC- 
Solution of manners infeparable from it. Thofc 
who pafs for merchants are only brokers and 
commiflioners, for thofc of Francfort, Nuren- 
burg, Auglburgh, Strafburgh, Switzerland» and 
other countries. Excepting a few fmall bankers, 
there are hardly above 10 or la houfes» that 
have any thing like a folid commerce ; the ob- 
jeft of thefe are drugs, from the fale of which 
a great deal of money is annually brought into 
Germany ; wine, wrought and unwrought iron, 
from the mines of Naffau, which are the mod 
famous for the produdtion of this metal, after 
thofc of Styria and Carinthia j wood from the 
T 4 Upper 
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Uppä* Rhine^ the Maine^ and die Necker, 
and a few ktthcr lefs important articles. The 

' greater part too of thefe veijr few merchants is 
made up of French and Italians^ who far fur- 
pafs the native in underftanding, induftry^ and 
frugality > and make up their fortunes on this 
never-failing capital. The mod: folid commerce 
of all is in the hands of fome dozens of pm-- 
teilantSj who can neither obtain the pririleges 
of citizens, nor yet the liberty to fervc God in 
their own way; they go to church at Muhl» 
heim^ a pretty town in the Palatinate» at fix 

'miles diilance. Befides the manufadlures they 
are engaged in here, thty have concerns in fe- 
veral others in the Prulfian territory, and the Pa^- 
latinate» 

When a ftranger ofcjefb to the people of Co- 
logne, their intolerance towards the mod ufeful 
part of the inhabitants of their city ; when he 
compares die ftupidity, barbarity, debauchery, 
and poverty of the citizens of the place, with 
the knowledge, induftry, frugality, and riches of 
the foreigners, they are not at all affefted with 
the juftice of thefe remarks, but turn them to 
their own advantage in the following manner : 
^^ Thefe heretics," fay they, «areloftfouls; their 
*' hearts are wrapt up in worldly poSeffions, 
/« which God voucbfafes them in order to ren- 
<^ der theif damnation the greater. God has 

« evidently 
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*♦ evidently reprobated the rich in his holy writ, 
*^ and their riches are the fagots which in anothet 
** world will be piled up to burn them V* With 
opinions like thefe, which the monks hold fordi 
from every pulpit, it is not to be wondered at, 
if the third part of the inhabitants of the city are 
beggars. 

The numerous fliips which are always to be 
found in the ports of this city exhibit the moll: 
ilifgraceful inftance of the manners cf the peo« 
pie. There is hardly a river in Europe which is 
navigated fo high from its fource as the Rhine is 
in this place; the quay^which is above a mile long^ 
is almoft always 611ed with (hips ; but the goods 
on board, which according to the laws of the 
ftaple, (hould be loaded only on (hips belonging to 
Cologne or Mtntz, almoft all belong to foreign 
merchants i of thefe the Dutch (hips are moll 
coafiderable i they are diftinguifhed by the kind 
of magnificence and cleanlinefs peculiar to this 
people : they are at leaft one third longer than 
our common merchant (hips of two mafts, and 
carry from 150 to iSo tons ; they are drawn bf 
horfes, and can alfo occafionally ufe their fails 
at the fame time 1 nor, in proportion to their 
freight, do they want above half the number of 
horfes which are ufed in the navigation of the 
Danube from the Ulm to Vienna. The proprie- 
tors of thefe (for a river) immenfe v^els com« 

monlf 
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monly live on board, even when they , arc at 
Amfterdam or Rotterdam; to which laft city, 
unfavourable as their vefTels are for a fea na- 
vigation, on account of their length, fmall 
height and breadth, they often fail through the 
Tcxel when the wind is favourable. As long as 
they lie in this port, they treat their friends with 
all kinds of foreign wines, and a variety of re- 
frelhanents, after the Dutch manner« I have 
had many a jolly party in fuch veflels, where 
we have danced down the night. The (hips of 
this place, and thofc from Mentz, which take 
goods in here for the Upper Rhine, are much 
fmaller than the Dutch ones. Many of thefe, 
however, are large enough to load 120 tons, or 
as much as a common two-maft fhip. All 
thefe fhips are built of oak, and according to 
the principles of fliips which go to fea, qnly with 
this difference, that their length is greater in 
proportion to their depth or breadth. 

Nothing difplays the conftitution of the Ger- 
man empire in a better light, than the naviga- 
tion of the Rhine. Every prince, fo far as his 
domain on the banks reaches, confiders the 
Ihips that go by as the veffcls of foreigners, and 
loads them, without diftinftion, with almoft 
intolerable taxes. They do not in the leaft 
confider, whether the commodities which pafs 
by are the produce of Germany or other coun- 
tries. 
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tries, and whether the empire will gain or lofc 
by them. On the contrary, fome of the articles 
exported from Germany, fuch as wine, wood^ 
&c. have greater taxes laid upon them, in pro- 
portion to their intrinfic value, than any foreign 
ware. Flourifhing as the banks of the Rhine 
now are, they would be ftill much richer 
if they belonged only to one mailer, and 
were governed according to the principles 
of a found policy ; as things now arc, the ex- 
ports of the country are vifibly cramped by the 
nunierous cuftom-houfe duties, fo as to make 
it almoft incredible how navigation can be fo 
great as it is. 

In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, as 
Germany was approaching near to the anarchy 
in which it in faft ftill continues, the princes 
of the Rhine, particularly the ecclefiaftical ones, 
cither by force or flattery, compelled the Em- 
peror to give them fo many cuftoms as to make 
cwtTy city a cuftom-houfe : originally all the 
cuftoms belonged to the Emperors, but their 
want of men, money, and other fervices, com- 
pelled them to part with moft of them to pur- 
chafe friends. Whilft the anarchy lafted, every 
one took by force, what was not given him by 
free will j and at the peace, they found means 
to preferve themfelves in the pofleflion of what 
they had ftole. The Emperor Albert had the 
^r idea 
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idea of endeavouring to necover them, but he 
was not fufEciently powerful for tj^e undertak- 
ing. 

In the fixiall diftrift between Mentz and Cob- 
lentz, which, with the windings of the river, 
hardly makes twentjr-fcven miles, you don't 
pay lefs than nine tolls. Between Holland and 
Coblentz there are at leaft fixteen. Every one of 
thefe feldom produces lefs than twenty-five 
thoufand, and commonly thirty-thoufand guild« 
ers a year. In this efl^imace I do not compre- 
hend a number of articles which pay toll in 
fpccie, and make a part of the pay of the toll- 
gatherers. An old Engliih writer has quali- 
fied thefe tolls of the German princes, which 
evidently contribute to the ruin of their coun- 
try, with the name of an incomprehenfible fury. 
It is, indeed, a very different method of pro- 
ceeding, from that of a government, wliich, 
inftcad of putting clogs on the exports of the 
commodities of the country, gives prcnruums 
for them. It likewife often happens, that the 
temporary revenge of the neighbouring princes, 
occafioned thefe unpatriotic tributes to be car- 
ried much higher than the fettled eftimate. 
When the Eleftor Palatine made it difficult for 
the city of Mentz to export the corn of his ' 
country, the archbifliöp endeavoured to re- 
venge himfelf, by raifing the toll of the grape 

of 
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of the Palatinate, the tobacco, and the other 
produftions. On the other hand the Eleftor 
Palatine had reprifals made by his toll on the 
Lower Rhine, and revenged himfelf on the 
Mentz wines, which were carried to Holland* 
Every fpccies of chicanery, which hoftile powers 
can -ok towards each other, was made ufe of on 
this occafion. The town of Treves poffeffes 
the ftaple privilege oq the Mofelle; thore 
have been inftanccs of this ftaple being 
moved from one place to another, in the fame 
principality, in order to hurt the ftaples of 
Mentz and Cologne. The eleftor of Treves took 
it into his head to move his ftaple from Treves tp 
CoblcÄtz, where it was far more profitable to 
himfelf, but infinitely prejudicial to the naviga- 
ticm on the Rhine, and the exports from Holland. 
Fortunately the ftrong oppofition he met with 
from the court of Vienna did not allow him to 
carry his projeft into execution. The eternal 
difputes between thefe princes has occafioned 
fevcral congrefles, in which our court has been 
forced to take a ]part, on account of Alfatia, 
which fufFers infinitely by them. Every thing, 
however, that was agreed upon, only ferved 
fbü a new bone of contention ; and they muft be 
firÖered to cuff each other, till fome ftronger pow- - 
er arife, ai^d cuff them all to pieces. A great 
revolution Waits thefe countries, when the arch- 
duke Maximilian is come to th« government 
4 . of 
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of Cologne, and Munfter; a revolution by 
which, happen what may, it is hardly pof&ble 
that the country (hould lofe. 

The prefcnt government of the archbiftiop- 
rick of Cologne, and the biflioprick of Munfter, 
is without a doubt, the moft aftive, and moft 
enlightened of all the ecclefiaftical governments 
of Germany. The miniftry of the court of 
Bonn is excellently compofed ; and the bifliop- 
rick of Munfter, befides the efFedt which their 
influence has on it, is happy in the patriotifm of 
the feveral members who compofe the aflfemblies 
of its ftates. The ecclefiaftics of both the coun- 
tries are a moft flxiking contraft to thofe of 
the city of Cologne, for their great learning, and 
good manners. The cabinet of Bonn is Angularly 
happy in the eflablifliment of feminaries of edu- 
cation, the improvement of agriculture,-and in- 
duflxy, and the extirpation of every fpecies of 
monkery. The eledtorate of Cologne is worth 
about a million of Rhenifli guilders a year, or 
about a hundred thoufand pounds, and that of 
Munfter about a million, two hundred thoufand 
guilders. With thefe two great principal- 
ities, the archduke will alfo have the bi- 
flioprick of Paderbprne, worth about fix hun- 
dred thoufand guilders, or fix thoufand pounds 
a year. Some perfons are of opinion that 
even this will not be thought fufficient, but 
that the Emperor has fo managed his -matters, 

with 
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with the chapter of Liege, that fprgeoulof its 
ancient'jealoufies, itwiU^hkewife choofethearchi- 
duke for its archbifliop,.iOa the death of. the pre- 
fent incumbent. This bifhoprick brings in atkaft 
one million, two hundred thoufand guilders, the 
greateft part of which, however, like that of 
Munfter, goes into the cheft of the ftates, the 
lock and keys of which, the prince's fingers are 
not fuffered to touch. The prince with his income 
as mafter of the Teutonic ordef; which amounts 
to at leaft four hundred thoufand guilders, will 
have a revenue of four millions, four hundred 
thoufand guilders, which will make him the 
moft powerful ecclefiaftical prince in Ger- 
many. The fenfe of this made the Pniflian 
court, whofe dominions in Weftphälia will 
be in great jeopardy by this arrangement, 
make ftrong remonflxances at Bonn, and Mun- 
fter, againft the nomination of a coadjutor, but 
they were without efFeft. No doubt, but this 
elevation of a prince of the houfe of Auftria 
will be of fatal confequence to the balance of 
power of the empire. A branch of fuch a houfe, 
propped as it will be with all the power of the 
Low Countries, and fituated amidft a number of 
fmall principalities, partly occupied by the crea- 
tures of this houfe, would not only be very 
formidable to the greateft part of the empire, 
butalfo, under peculiar circumftances, to Holland 
itfelf. It would be able, efpecially if fupported 

by 
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by foode fubfidies from Vienna, to keep on foot: 
an anny of twenty thoufknd men, to which if 
the imperial troops in the Netherlands were to 
bejoined, there would be an army of near fixty 
thoufand, ready to fpread terrcnr and defolation 
far and near. In former times, a bi(h(^ of 
Munfter alone had it in his power to make Hoi- 
land tremble* 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXIX. 

Amfierdam« 

IHad intended to go from Cologne to Hol- 
land by the Rhine, and promifed myfelf 
great pleafure from the journey, but the King 
of Pruffia forbad the fport ; he fuffers nobody to 
go by water through the territory of Cleves, in 
order not to hurt his polls by land, which are 
formed. You are obliged to take the pofts on 
the frontiers, or at leaft to pay certain taxes, if 
youhave a carriage of your own. ^* This,^' faid I 
to fome failors of Rotterdam who told me of it, 
^^ this,*' faid I, '^ is againft the law of nature, 
*' againft the law of nations, againft the law of 
** hofpitality, and againft all the laws in the 
** world/* " We have known that,*' anfwered 
they, *' long ago.** 

As being prevented fix)m going by water, I 
determined to fee as much of the cacoxtry as was 
poffiUe by land, and for this purpofe pard^r on 
horfeback, partly on foot, and partly in tUü^ 
carriages of the country, I wandered over the 
feveral parts of Wcftphalia belohging to the 
king of Pruffia and theeleftor Palatine^ entirdy- 

VOL. III. U indificrcnt' 
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indifferent where the viiit {hall cany me^ and 
foUowmg only the diredtion of my nofe. 

The reward however was well worth the 
trouble I took for it, for the degree of cultivation 
and riches ^ exceeded all ideas I had formed 
of them, and quite ailonifhed me. All the 
cities and villages abound in tradefpeople« 
Muhllieim, Elberfeld, Solingen, Sorft, Ham^ 
Duifburg, Meurs, Wefel, Cleve, and fome 
Other cities, have capital manufadures in them« 
They make a great number of linens and wool- 
lens, fupply almoft all the country of the Upper 
Rhine, Suabia, and Franconia, with white 
threads: they have befides manu&dures of 
handkerchiefs, iilks, and cottons ; they prepare 
Heel and iron^ at Solingen, better than in any 
other part of Europe, England alone excepted« 
Their commerce extends all over the Nether- 
lands, part of Franconia, and the whole em- 
pire. 

Xhis wonderful induftry, united to the natural 
fertility of the country, renders this one of the 
richelt, and moft refnarkable parts of Gmm.ny ; 
a gentle adminiibation, and a fecurity againft 
deipotifiji, derived from the flates of the coun- 
try, contribute not a little to the happinäfs wfaic^ 
4t>fatams. The inhabitants xure diearful, ho^itabten 
a^d well mannered ; tbe^ may be qucMaed as a 

pew 
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jiew.inftance to be added lo the nnmber^efs ones 
i have already given, of the little influcncp 
which religioahas over the civil condition of 
naen, when not attended with other local cir- 
pumftances. Thpugh the proteftaptts in this 
circle are far from being fo enlightened, qr {o 
tolerant, as thofe of their periuafions ijn oth^ 
countries, and though they are much ipore ^- 
difted to fenfual enjoyments than their brethrgi 
of other places, they are, notwitliftanding, the 
mod induftrious people, and the beft fubjeäs 
that can be found ; nor does the bigotry of the 
catholics hurt the manufaÄure and agriculture 
of the country, their education only direfting^it 
-to fuch objefts, as have no connexion with naan- 
ners, or civil fociety. Every thing therefore in 
my opinion depends upon the habits amidft the 
which men grow up. When once indqftry is 
habitual to a people, the moft abjeft fuperfti- 
tions will have no influence on their temporal fe- 
licity; the priefts themfelves will render their 
fermons conformable to the manners of th/e 
country, nor will the monkißi theorifts them- 
fejves be able to overturn them. There are as 
many legends in this country, as in Cologne, nor 
are the people lefs fond of proceffions and 
pilgrimages, and yet they are infinitely more 
induflxious, more frugsd, and more wealthy 
V 2 than 



2^2 fHAVfiLS täROI/ÖH GEftMAKt« 

than at Cologne. It is neither therefore the 
fault of the religion, or fupferftition, but of the 
government alone, that the people of Cologne 
are fo debauched, and that the priefts of the 
place openly recommend debauchery, as i 
loofe education has made their religion prejudi- 
cial to them. The corporation fyftem, which 
more adivity and clevernefs would have made 
a blefling to the country, is become the curie of 
it. In a word, police, government, and execu- 
tive juftice are fubjed under a weak adminiflxa,- 
tion to the fame abufes as government, nor is 
It the religion itfelf, but the abufes of it, which 
make it ever prejudicial to the ftate. 

Tiie upper part of Weftphalia, which lies at 
a greater diftance from the Rhine, is not fo well 
cultivated, and by nature much lefs produftive, 
than the country I am now fpeaking of : it is 
occupied by many heaths, and morafles, which 
for the moft part produce only turf, and in the 
better places dyers-wood. Some parts of the 
country, fuch as part of the dutchy of Mindert, 
and marquifate of Tecklenburg, are remarkably 
well peopled, but this is compenfated by the ftrik- 
ing depopulation of fome others ; many parts, 
for inftance, of the bifhopricks of Munfter, Ofna- 
burg, and Paderborn, the marquifate of Beithlein, 
and fomc domains in the electorate of Hanover. 

With 
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With all this, this part of Weftphalia is the proper 
countiy of hemp and flax, which are fome of 
the richeft produds of this country. The greateft 
part of the hemp and flax, which is manufactured 
in the parts of Weftphalia about the Rhine, 
Holland, the Auftrian Netherlands, and the 
French Netherlands, comes from this part of 
the country. Befides this, thjsre is a great part 
exported raw to England, Spain, Portugal, 
and America. Though thefe produdtions are 
found in great plenty in the other parts of Ger- 
many, particularly in the eledtorate of Hanover, 
the circle of Lower Saxony, Hefle, Waldeck, 
and Fulde, I queftion niuch, whether all the flax 
and hemp of the other parts of Germany, taken 
together, are eq\üvalent to the quantity found 
here. According to the eftimate of an intel- 
ligent friend of mine who lives at Munfter, the 
annual exports of raw and fpun flax and hemp, 
out of the fingle circle of Weftphalia, amount 
to five millipas pf Rhenifh guilders. I 
jio not take into this account, the numerous 
|nanufaftorie§ of thefe materials, which are 
confumed in th^ p^rts of the circle of Weftphalia, 
fibgut the Rhine. AU the flax and hemp, raw 
^nd worked, exported out of all Weftphalia, 
taken together, muft at leaft be cftimated ax 
feven million of guilders, or 700,000 pounds.-— 
V } The 
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The fincft flax and hemp grows in the territory 
of Biclefed and Kerooft. It almoft refemblei 
filk. 

When you go out of Weftphalia, and enter 
the tefritory of Holland, it appears to you as go- 
ing out of a pig-fty into a fine garden. The 
country round Nimegueh efpecially is a flxiking 
contrail to what you fee in Weftphalia. I fhall 
fay nothing to you of the magnificence, fymmetry, 
and cleanlinefs of the Dutch cities, nor of the 
numerous and expenfive canals, the fides of 
which are for the moft part planted with fine 
rows of trees, nor of the numerous gardens. 
There are defcriptions of all thefe things in 
abimdance. This magnificence, however, and 
regularity is tirefome in the end. I at leaft can- 
not Äand the tedious uniformity of this country 
and its inhabitants. All the cities, villages, 
roads, and canals, are fb fimilar, that they appear 
copies of the felf fame individual pifture. The 
country indeed is only made to take a walk 
through; and, without bufinefs, no mail of taflie 
will flay in it long. With rcfpeft to real value 
alfo, it is only a fi'ogged out beggar parading 
about in a rich gown which he has Holen. The 
Palatinate, which is hot more than one fifth of 
Holland, h of infinitely morfe natural value. 

The 
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The inhabitants, likewife^ taken in general^ are 
only well drefled beggars ; their riches do not 
beloiig to them, for they enjoy them not ; they 
are only the guardians of their money. When 
you ar^ invited to dinner by a man of middling 
rank, the magnificence of the dilhas, the clean- 
linefs of the room you dine in, and the expen- 
fivenefs of the furniture, make you expeft a 
princely meal ; but when the dühes are fet on, 
you find no more, nor lefs, than you would have 
at the table of a good Weftphalia peafant. All the 
merchants pafs the whole week in their count- 
ing-houfes, where they gorge themfelves with tea. 
They are fo intent upon their bufinefs, and fo 
entirely taken up with their fpeculations, that 
you may pufh their guts out almofl: without- dif- 
turbing them. On Saturdays they go to their 
cxpenfive gardens, where they fpend the whole 
of the Sunday, and enjoy themfelves juft as they 
do in their counting-houfes* I had occaiion to 
vifit one of them in his garden ; he was taken 
up all the afternoon, in gathering fallad for his 
• fupper. Another (hut himfelf up, and fpent die 
whole Sunday in killing flies in his fummer- 
houfe, Thefe, and fmoking tobacco, are their 
common amufements in their hours of recreation. 
When they are in company, they fit as if they 
were pinned to their chairs, gape at each other, 
<uid every quarter of an hour cqnverfc on the 
y ^ new| 



ft9<5 TRAVELS THKOÜGH OERMANYi 

news of the day, which, of all the news publifli* 
cd in EiJrope, is the moft piteous. This is 
the quintcffgnce of political nonfenfc ; and theh: 
ccclcfiafticks, who, to the (hame of the rcfonna-1 
tion, are greater monks than the German capu- 
chins, will give you the quinteflence of the j5>/ri- 
iuaL Were it not for the ftrangers, cfpecially 
the officers, and fome of the nobility who have 
been polilhed by their voyages, there would not 
be a tolerable f ociety to be met with throughout 
all Holland. 

Their government, and police, is as extra- 
ordinary as the country, and every thing bears 
a tint of the inconverfible melancholy and nig- 
gardly humour of the natives. It is received as 
a common opinion here, that no dilh of fifli, 
which you know is the moft ordinary produce of 
the country, is brought to table, which has not 
been paid for once to the feller, and fix times to 
the ftate. The fpirit of the inhabitants, which 
revolts at every idea of facrifice to the public 
good, compels the magiftrate to lay thefe heavy 
impofts upon the firft neceffaries of life. It is thefe 
heavy charges, as well as the aftonifhing tran- 
quillity of the inhabitants, which are the caufes 
of the mifejable living of this country. I will 
only give yoq one fpecimen of their police, 
which i extraordinary enough. A ftranger, 

who 
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who knows nothing of laws, and the cuftoms of 
the country, happens to fend his fervant to a 
wine-merchant to buy a botde of wine ; the mer- 
chant gives it the man, without telling him a 
word of his danger ; the fervant carries the bot- 
tle home open in his hand; he is met by a 
.conftable, and alked where he bought it, 
which the other tells without diffiailty j but no 
fooner has he done fo, then he is arretted, and, 
in due procefs of time, tried, and baniflied the 
country. Thus the poor fervant alone fufFers, 
and neither the matter who fent him, nor the 
merchant who fold the wine in retail, which, aq- 
cording to law, ought only to have been done 
by thofe who keep taverns, are at all puniftied>i 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXX. 

Amfierdanif 

THIS, dear brother, according to the ge- 
nerally received opinion, frogs-ftolen coun- 
try is originally nothing more than fand, brought 
downby the Rhine from S"witzerland,and the up- 
per parts of Germany ; and Tea mud, which the 
north and weft winds have caufed the waves to 
bring up. There is in no part of it any folid 
earth, and as early as on the borders of the 
dutchy of Cleves, you find tl^e moft evident 
marks of this country^s having been formed like 
the ^Egyptian Delta, with this difference only, 
that the Nile yields a moft fruitful foil ; whereas, 
the Rhine carries nothing with it, but a hard 
fand. Parts of Brabant and Flanders have been 
formed in like manner by the Schdd, the Maefe, 
and fome other rivers : there are notorious 
proofs of this. At a great diflance from the 
coaft, in Flanders, you find under the good earth, 
dry fand, and under this again, large layers of 
good earth, as if the rivers and fea had by turns 
depofited their fand and their mud. The whole 
2 coaft 
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coafl: of Germany is of the fame kind, as far as . 
the Elbe ; throughout all this diftrift thfere is no 
folid ground ; and as to rocks and hills, nobody 
thinks of them. 

The fea forms boundaries to herfelf, which 
fhe never paffes, but in cafes of extreme necef- 
fity. Her tJlayfol waves have made the downs 
which reach from Calais to the Texel, and which 
protedt the land which is in fome cafe lower 
than the horizontal furface of the fea, from her 
devallations ; but, when a north or north-welt 
wind turns her from her natural good humour^ 
into a fit of anger, flie overthrows in an inftant, 
what, with the help of the neighbouring rivers, 
Ihe has been building for many centuries. 

Even in the time of the Romans, the Y, 
which reaches from Amfterdam to the TexeL 
ivas ftill fblid land, watered to the eaft by the 
Yflel, and to the weft, as fome imagine, by tht 
Rhine. In fome tempeft, t^ie fea demolilhed tht 
downs, which extend from the northern coaft of 
Friezeland, to the country of the Texel ; die 
rivers, in the mean time, having extended their 
mouths in the fand, which was their works, there 
came at length an extraordinary flood, which 
Iraifed the rivers, and united "with them to de- 
ftroy the whole country. Since that time, but 
particularly fince the independance of the coun- 
try. 
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try, it has been the conftant care, to reunite 
thefe fmall ftrips of land, which the flood left be- 
hind it, with the folid land. Tlxefe flrips are 
commonly only fand banks, fome of which have 
been fenced with dykes, and joined to North 
Holland ; others are embanking every day, as 
every ftrip of land, let it be ever fo barren, is of 
infinite value to the inhabitants. A fimüar pro- 
cefs has taken place betwixt Groningen and Eaft 
Ifriezcland, by the mouth of the Ems. The great 
bay of Dollar was originally formed by a power- 
ful flood, fince which, a great part of the fea 
fwamp has been dammed in, and wonderfully 
cultivated. But as faft as they recover land on 
one fide, the fea revenges itfelf by fpreading on 
another. The fea of Haerlem grows wider every 
day, and threatens to break the dykes betwixt 
Leyden and Haerlem, and make 9, perfedl ifland 
of North Hollan4f In the laft century the fea 
df^moliflied a great part of the ifland in which 
pordrecht is fituated, and fixty thoufand men 
periflied by this acqid?nt. 

Dreadful as the fea is to the main land of th^ 
Republic, flie is ftill a more formidable enemy 
p the iflands which conftitut^ the province of 
Seeland; but what fl>e executes on the con- 
tinent by violent ftorms, flie undertakes here by 
craft and cunning : moft of thefe iflands are lower 

than 
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tiian the furfäce of the fea ; the inhabitants have, 
in confequence, attempted to fcdurc themfdves^ 
by very expenfive dykea; thefe dykes confift of 
large trees, which are joined together with large 
needles to prevent the kakerlak. 

The fea is perpetually undermining theni, 
and wafhing the eardi away from them by de- 
grees; in many places they are already quite 
naked. This compels the inhabitants to build 
other walls behind their dams, which expefting 
the fame fate, muft in time leave the whole at the 
mercy of their enemj% 

Nor are the inhabitants of the middle of the 
country in a better fituation : The territo- 
ries about Nimeguen and Arnheim, the moft 
beautiful and moft fruitful in all Holland, will 
in time be fubdued by the Rhine. As it depofits ' 
immenfe fand banks in the middle of the coun- 
try, in time it will be reftrained by them in its 
courfc, and compelled to open itfelf new ways. 
In many diftridts about Betuve, the fand is already 
fo high, that at every fwell the river is driven with 
a terrible hurricane to the oppofite fliore ; this 
will happen till it has finally broke itfelf a new 
bed, and covered with its waters all that is now 
ploughed land, or the fite of villages and hamlets. 
— Nunc Rhenus efl ubi Troja fuit. — The many 
4 canals, 
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canak^ which have beea made' to receive 
part of the waters of thefe rivers, are by 
no mean3 fufficient tp break their force. Their 
fand^ particularly duu; of the Maefe^ accumu- 
lates at their mouths and fl:op$ them up ; nor doef 
the divifion of the waters ferve for any Ojdver pur- 
pofe, than to coippel them the more, ipi procefs of 
tjxxxcy tp overflow the ipiddle of the country, for 
want of having fufikient ifarength to maintain 
theif pld ipouths* 

Thefe canals, and the abundant diggings 
of turf, entirely diveft this country, whjich i? 
the (port of the Rhine, the Mi^efe, and the fea, 
of all fecurity. In the direft line betwixt 
Rotterdam and Amfl;erdain, there is 4yke upoi^ 
dyke ; all thefe hoJiows have been .occafionjcd 
by the digging of the turf; mod of them are 
fo deep, that it is impoffible to draw the waters 
of them ii^to the canals, which are on a level 
with the furface of the fea. Wh.a^t a ruin will 
take place, if once the waters of the ;cveighbour- 
ing rivers breajc in upon them, or end?avouf to 
open a way through them ! In fliort, no Dutch- 
man can promife his children a dwable habita- 
tion, fave only the inhabitants of Gueid-erland, 
which is nothing but fand^ and thofe of Ovcjr- 
Yffel and Drenthe, coimtries which are almoll 
nothing but morafles and heaths, and through- 
out, the habitations of colds, catarrhs, and fevers. 

Turn 
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, Turn we oiör eyi^s from thajrfiyikal fituation of 
the country to its prefent political one, which is 
mucji worie- 

Many fuperftcial writers of tjie hiftory of Hol- 
land have obfisrved, that the republic was top 
young, and i^s conftitution not fufficiently firna 
ajidfolid ; but tliis opinion has been controverts 
cd by a whole herd of Dutch writers, who have 
brought the brilliant parts of their hiftory to&ew, 
how Ijittle their ponftitution had ftood in the way 
of their united exertions* The event, however, 
has gontradided all the nonfenfe hitherto ' 
written on the fubjeft. The brilliant j^ftions 
perfopnetj by the anceftors of thefc men, were, 
in p^rt, the efTed of a patript;ic enthufiafin, which 
üeidiqr is, nor, by the xiature of things, can bcj 
of long duration in a republic entirely cpmmer* 
cial, and pardy arofe from the benevolent and 
perfonal influence, of a demi-god of t^^e houfe 
of Naflau, Their operations were never thje re- 
fultof a foUd conftitution, which keeps bodies 
in a regular degree of heÄt, and makes them a6t 
vjrith unifonnity ai|d^l4crity. Even in the courfe 
of the WW, in which thf Republic figured 
Wipn^ithe firft powers of Europe, it frequemly 
jQlEperie^^j^c}» thftc the diflTercnt membecs of 

ch« 
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the body were not well compared and connected 
togedier. 

The enthufiafin of die inhabitants, the preffurc 
of circumftances, and the aftonifliing aftivity of 
fome princes of Holland, could do wonders, and 
raife the Republic above itfelf, fo long as the 
other powers of Europe were not entirely form-* 
ed, and did not know the whole of their ftrength; 
but fince thefe times, the latter have taken un- 
commonly large ftrides, and the Republic has 
gone back, as it muft continue to do, for want 
of a fufficient degree of internal ftrength. In 
thoie wars, in which the force of the Republic 
(hone fo bright at fea, there was no naval power 
of Europe which poffefled above thirty (hips of 
the line ; the greateft force the Englifli could* 
oppofe, confifted of twenty, and in the moft' 
bloody engagements betwixt the two nations, 
there were hardly ever more than twelve, or 
fixteen on a fide : the fleets were, for the moft 
part, made up of frigates, and other leflcr craft. 

Thefe times are now long gone by; Great 
Britain has a hundred and fourfliipsof the line, 
befides frigates. If by exorbitant taxes, the Re- 
pubhc could even build a formidable navy, it 
would be impoffible for it ever to man them.' 
According to the lifts of the admiralty, there 
are to be fixty Ihips of the line, with a propor- 
tionable 
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tionable number of frigates ready for the fer- 
vice of the cnfuing year; but at this very moment, 
that they have but fixteen (hips, there is a cry 
forfailors in every corner. The pay, it is true, 
has been doubled, and projedts have been given 
in to make ufe of part of the land troops in the 
fea-fervice ; go, however, where you will, you 
meet with nothing but failors, who exprefs their 
abhorrence and deteftation of the fervice. 

Far from its being able to fliine as a firft-rate 
power, it will be neceflary for the Republic to 
exert every nerve, if it means to hold rank even 
amorigft the fecond order of naval powers in 
Europe. In order to do this, the inhabitants 
muft become patriotic enough to contribute 
largely, even in time of peace, to the neceffities 
of ^the ftate, which is as poor as they are rich* . 
The India Company, whofe adminiflxation is 
Hill more miferable than that of the Englifh ; 
and which, incredible as it is, is loaded with 
debt by the robbery of its fervants, and the in-^ 
tereftednefs of the proprietors, muft be entirely 
fupprefled, and its poffeffions governed by the 
Republic ; the land troops, a miferable jeft upon 
armies^ and of which the Swifs and Dutch alone 
deferv^ the name of foldiers, muft be . entirely 
di(banded, and their immenfe pay employeid in 
the fervice of the navy. \^en al^this is done, 
vo;.. III. X ^ poflibly 
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poffibiy the State ihäy be ih ä fitü4t5Vitt rb k^fef> 
Uli ii conftAnt navy df fifty tfe- iicty Äi^'s of öiÄ 
Knfe j ttut rn tht prtföfit 'fcrtfe 'öf thiÄgs, *veh rf 
fhe fifty dr fixty ihips "Öiit iri prcAAüßfd cbbid 
be got ready, tihie beft thiög thit töViW be dottfe 
tvitli ^em, ^otÄd be to fell Aehi dfreöiy tö thö 
ftfcighböüriix^ pöwtr oF feüfope^ ^hich WöülA 
give ihöll} the Repubiic itfeif häs heidhtir 
ftrength 'c*hoiTgh tö kee]p thdri märrricd and in ä 
Ääte öf ftrVicfc fdr a cdttffe of yfeäts, ftdr gdod 
SViU äftd pö^^ei- 1ciio\igh tö preferVe thdin ät the 
tnci of thfe war • irtiey rtixA df couife rot again in 
k ihdrt 'time. As the Re'püMic lias rfiade cöh- 
^üefts ät'röad, thfe ddfendc df which, lA the 
j5refetit times, far furpkfies her power ; (he has the 
good will knd jeäldiÄy of her heighfcouirsto tlxank, 
for ilifi cohtiriuihg äi pdfifcfiion of them. 

But fitiall äs the refourceis öf the Republic 
appear to be, when cönfidcred With fegätd to 
die preferit political fyftem of £üfcrpe, the con- 
ftitiuioh of the country does liot kllow he¥ to 
make all the ufe df thefA thdy might be put tö. 
Not only abroad, but.in iibllkhd itfelf, tKe Re- 
public pafles for a cbiifetteracfy of fe^Äi, ör^ Wk- 
ing ih äe county dfDfeht!he,'df eight föVefetghS. 
Nöthitig can 'befefifer tiianäiis-dHmate; (here 
are ä greatiEir hutober of iridep'ehdent ftätes ih 
Holland Ihan in SWitierUftA, or the wliole Ger- 

Iman 
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maß. empire; and whatever appearances (nay 
fpeak the contrary, the bond of union is much 
ftrongcr in thefe laft countries than it is in 
Holland. Every city, every country of this Re- 
public is a free ftate ; Ae members of every 
provißce (hould indeed be only tivc reprefenta« 
tivesof tfee ftatcs of a country, as they fonaerly 
-were ; but they are in faft become true ftates, 
according to their tides. The States Gen^-ai 
-ire no reprefeiitatives of fcven or eight (bve- 
rcigns, fevrt only the refults of the deliberations ef 
many ilates, which are united by a fpeckl bond, 
and callthemfelves a province. The cities of Am- 
fterdam, Rotterdam, Leyden, and mai^ others^ 
iiave, during this war, not only very frequently 
forgot the provincial judicature, which, with 
the other ftates of the province, rfiey. have ereÄeA 
as a kind of congrejsy but have behaved as if diey 
were in every reTpeä: independent ; I fay, as a 
kind vf Ctmgreßy for that they arc no fuperior 
tribunal, but only the members of a congrefs, 
who, in particular Cafes, poflcfstheWgheftao^ 
ithority, is evident from feveril affairs ^having^^ 
teen removed from this judicature, to-.the parti- 
ciilar ones of each city. All tlie tfibutials rf 
HoUanü muft ht looked upon as cojigreffes of 
läiflfercnt fpvereigns, who can difunite at plea- 
furc. Even the councH of war, pre-eminent and 
x% important 
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important as it is, is of the fame kind. The 
diftriÄs of Oftergo, Weftergo, the SevenWoodsia 
Fricfland, &c. although only properly bailiwicks^ 
are at this inilant occupied in feparating entirely 
from the provincial affembly, and erefting their 
own tribunals^» dernier rejori^ among themfelves. 
In feveral reprefentations which they have made 
to the Stadtholder in their own names, and with- 
out the participation or advice of the other ftates 
of their country, they direftly call themfelves 
fovereigns. The aflemblies of the States Ge- 
neral themfelves are nothing lefs than a body 
reprefenting one independent fovereign. The 
members of it, though cpnftantly together, are 
no more than ambaffadors. for the moment, who 
muft inform their refpedtive provinces of every 
event that falls out, and direft their deliberations 
by the wifdom of the multitude in thefe.. 

Immenfe as the anarchy appears in the coa- 
texture of the whole,: it is ftill greater in each 
fingleftate.anddiftrid. There the coUifion of 
oppofite interefts, the variety of fpirits and hur. 
mours, andtbe ,(;lpwni(l) ftupidity of the common 
burgliers,.' allows the demagogues to make their 
advantagepC.evcry thing that f^lls. out. Each 
particular g^v^rnment is the theatre of ever-con- 
tending faftipiis, the he$ids of which have np 
thought whatever, but of their own private in- 
• , tereft. 
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tcreft. • This war has furnilhed innumerable 
inftances of proteftion afforded by faftion to the 
grcateft criminals. Here, in Amfterdam, there are 
four or five houfes, who can do exaftly what they 
pleafe ; whilft the public is deluded by falfe news, 
venal journalifts, and every fpecies of political 
deception. In proportion as the one city gets 
more from England, or the other more from 
France, diey become entirely French or Eng- 
Jifti, without any attention whatever to the well- 
being of the whole. The intereft of thofe cities 
*rhjch fubfiftby navigation is altogether different 
from that of thofe on the main land^ which de- 
pend only on agriculture and induftry. As the 
nobility look entirely to the Stadtholder for ad- 
vancement, for the fame reafon the burghers arc 
conftahtly united againft him, and- (0 the war 
betwixt them is endlefs. The confcioufnefs of 
the difadvantages which the ftate muft fuffer from 
thefe controverfies,in cafes^here concord and afti- 
vity-are neceffary, are the reafonswhy the Dutch 
^ve neyer-been able to 4o' without thieStadt* 
holderihip, as they have frequently wiftied to 
do : byt though- they have got it, the evil genius 
of' the Republic- has always contrived to nender 
it of no ufc-in thofe very cafes where it waa cal- 
culated te do die «mofl: good. As in time of war 
the fpirits of men are moft heated, and people 
X 3 are 
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are apt to fee things m the falfe. lights in which 
their own {>afli<»i$ or the glofs of £a^Ak)u, rej^e«^ 
fent them ; it has always happened, that the 
time pitched upon to curb the power of the Stadt- 
holder^ has been thai: in which alone the ex- 
teniion of the diftatorial power might have been 
of fervice te die country ; the cottfequencc is, 
that the Republic bears all the burdien, without 
enjoying any of the conveniences of the office. 
Itis abfolutely ridiculous to hear and to read all the 
reproach^ which are made to the Stadtholdc^rat, 
entirely arifing from foolifli fufpicions^ or üiß 
faHe reports <rf interefted demagogues. Wem 
die people cool enough to fee things in the right 
point of view, there are feveral phyfical and nf^otral 
confiderations fully fuiEcient to make them eafy^ 
exdufive of the perfonal qualities of the f)rde»t 
Stadtholder. At one time he is -reproached wid| 
his fecret underftandif^ with the Court of St* 
James's ; at another, they fuppofe that he wants 
rfie abfolute dominion over his countiy. It.i« 
certain^ that the prince wifhi» to i)e upon good 
licniiswith^^ngland, btithe isnottheiiefQre niäraitor 
totfae oouatry from which he derives ^he^greatdt 
part of his iupport : his wifhes in this vefytQ;, 
were fudi as the bell inttarefts of the j&epub% 
diStatcd^ rod his otgcft ^was to|>« k ja A<£iua- 
don to prcfecve the ntwralky ; l»xt the |«ople 
4 were 
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ijcrf 4.?af tq ^Jl J^i? rfpfefe^f^poi}?, ajpj he h^s, 
been comp^U^d to fxpiate ftip fjns pf others ; fh? 
conffeqH^npe? q£ yhich^ Jip wpuld, had it been 
poflibJe, h^yf pri^yented. |L,png }?efqre the jbf each, 
I}p rpprpfei^t^ to the §t^?s General ph? urggn; 
n^öl^jr fhpre was (pr then} fo increafe their 
i^OFces by fes} ^nd lapc| ; but his remonflrances 
were vain, aj}4 the Q^f y ^ffedj: prq4Hced by them 
has b^eeo, th^t i\qw, ill-difppfed perfons reyenge 
thpp^felyes 911 hini, and the Puke pfBrunfwick, 
whiq has 49^^ ^he ungratefuj Republic fpecial 
fejryice, for the good advice they gave. They are 
the martyrs of truth — and by what means can 
the prince ppflefs himfelf of the government of 
tljif J^epi^nc ? yVith twenty-eight thqufand of the 
y/retchedeft fqldiers in the world, who, if yoU 
e?c.ept the nin? thouf^nd Swifs and Germans,' 
;fU*e r^o^t .eauqj. to the taking of Amfterdam * And 
i\mpQflj}g Jiini to get all Holland, what would 
he be the better for it wi^en he had done ? France^ 
Eijglan4^ an4 even th? Dutch Eaft India Com-» 
pSJjiy, j^ould take care to |:irevent him from pof-^ 
feflgng l^jpfejif of any p^ of the foreign domi- 
jjjiQUS. 'JThjB rich, too^ would leave a land in 
which .thej6 wa^s no lediger apy liberty, accord-^ 
jf^ t9 ,t;hsir .r«ti?ns of it, aii^c^ betake th^mfelves 
W ^^Ißßi pr Amerjc^; th§ arts and ir duftry 

I*[^4 of 9Surfe {(99.^^ f?ll9W, a^ the prince 
:^ 4 wouI4 
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would not have enough left to defend himfelf 
againft the fca, the rivers, and the frogs. 
• The jcaloufy which the natives entertain for 
the numerous German princes and nobles, which 
were employed by the prince, and his right hand, 
the Duke of Brunfwick, in the army, contributed 
much, no doubt, to leffen his authority ; but 
without thefe ftrangcrs the land fervice could not 
have been put upon a refpeftable footing. As to 
the natives, the faftions which eternally fubfift 
among them (land in the way of all fubordina- 
tion, regularity, and military difcipline ; every 
ftripling belonging to a demagogue of Amfter-* 
dam or Rotterdam confiders himfelf as a par- 
ticle of the fovereignty : it would furnifh endlefs 
fgod for fatirf , tp recount how piany irregularities 
in the feryice arifp from this (ingle c^ufe, — Even 
pn the Swifs, whq are fp averfe to any Kind of 
nobility, this treatment (rf the Prince and the 
Duke has had no good efFeft. 

The evil, however, whjch really iindermines 
the Stadtholderihip, lies much deeper. It is the 
fame which brought Charles to the block and 
Cromwell to the proteftor^te ; which raiftd the 
whigs, and was fo long the objeft of Swift's fa- 
tire. It is generally imajgined, that it was the 
American revolution which raifed the republican 
fpirit, which fp fliddenly poffcfled 'th(f Dutch ; 

5 l^"« 
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l5üt it had long been in them, and only llept till 
awakened by the prefent war. The reformed, 
whofe opinions are fo favourable to democracy, 
ind the Memnonites, who publicly preach the 
equality of mankind, but treat all who ftand 
in ^eir way without pity, are the real inlhnments 
which opprefs the Stadtholder. Thefe cnthufiafts 
are ^without comparifon the richeft people in the? 
republic ; they arc alfo the moft numerous part 
of the inhabitants of fome of the greateft cities, 
for inftance, of Haerlem. The fums, which 
Ihefe advocates for the natural equality of man- 
kind have lent out for many years paft at fix, 
eight, and 6ven ten per cent, to the poor no- 
bility^ have made the latter entirely dependant 
upon them. The confequence of this is, that 
though their religious opinions will not allow 
them to take any part in the government of the 
ftate, their fecrct influence is inexpreffibly gre^. 
Thefe hypocrites, who confider it as a fin to 
wear metal buckles or buttons, but will ufc every 
fpecies of meannefs to fill their pur&s with the 
ducats of honeft men, have ufurped fuch a 
power, as to threaten the very near downfeU of 
the Stadtholder, the only bond of union which 
fobfifts in the republic. The heads of the Dutch 
mob are filled w)th every kind of nonfenfe, which 
^efe pretendied faints can fuggeß;.— As they 

knew 
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Iwcw that th^ StadtholdrF was (qo forgivmg, 199 
good-hmrtedy and if cb^ tfnth be 6>i4> l(^ 
toQ Uixle expcrieace to m^ke bead agaih^ a oi^bf 
birpfplf ; the firft thiag they did w§s to prQcmrJl 
thÄ haRifhment pf the §oute, 4ct»rn|jp^, f ^4 
Subhom pu)ce c^ ^rufif^ick. HU ^A ^^t^e 
prelude tQ the ruin of the ^f^^qid^j yflkom i^Or 
dttPg c^ pbffibly iff ye but a fpeedy pc^c^> whicl^ 
viJl r^duoc-thefe repuWiqjw to their foriacr iff- 
«ftivity* 

It » e^Miugh, this war has (hewn d]iie r^pvbius 
to £urope in all her i)dkedi>fi& » ft h»s kßßn na^e 
evident, that flie hga nofoiid i:ortftiti«iq», R^p^ 
a$ .die reft of the &urx>p»|n pcw^r$ mw (U^^ 
ftrength enougjti to m^t h^r t€f^^)ilc 4| § 
friCAd^ or fonjijd^bl« ^ m £?twy. ' ^gr foiflr- 
{core years (he was emiE:^ly/E'gir|gQt« |>#:^dus 
period^ the avarice Qf individusdsiitiilcdl^ü^yidfjij 
both pf her former power and Jtbe public good« 
Her neighbours^ in ihe meaji üme, ftcqwed 
great ilrength ; at length the Englifib ga*Yr h^ jk 
kick XM the breedi, and .waked her ayC^^r 
fleep : when fhe had op^ed her eyßs i^i feei^ 
how far &e was gone 'backw^P« &e ^^e p^ 
make amends for her;nc^ige/iQei ibut ji^ hfS 
cflForts were little better th^ grkp*ce?j j^ qsdf 
expded her to (iie4«riific».qf tj^ie vvH^ 

LETTER 
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SINCE dus town has been made a free port, 
the trade of it has very much increafed ; ijt 
is, however, much to be feared, that after the 
war it will relapfe into its former infigciificancy* 
All die Englifli, who are here, cry out on the dan- 
gerous entrance into the haven, by ftormy nprdv 
north-weft and wefterly wiods, the narrow bafgm, 
andthe waiat of mwiy oAer qonvenkncies. 

The fituation of Antwerp would have bee» 
much more advantageous for the advaacemcot 
ofuade, but the X>utch have locked v^ jdbe jcnoLitii 
of the Sdield. Their forts not only ^Qvor^ ,tbe 
jiver, as they (hould do according to ixn^^ 
but ithey have literally flopped up thcÄOUlh.rf it. 
Sunken ibi^fi filled with ftoixe^, imownfe dykfi» 
of ftqnej paUifadoes, and otbcir .things .of the 
kiod, barely leave room ctiaugh/or isMU bo^tt 
to go J?y* Twenty iuiuioas pf^iWerj KO^Wjiot; 
bßrenöugh^ jü twenty ycarSi, to x^mavjc die ioipc- 
d^mmts which the Diucd^ Imß laid in ^ way of 
thc^trade of Aotwcrp. 

There 
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There is no want of gold in Brabant and t**lan-. 
dcrs. Antwerp, Bruffels, Ghent, and Bruges, 
arc ftill filled with the treafures which were 
amafled, when thefe towns were what England 
and Holland now are. The burgeffes of thefe 
Cities have a fhare in all the great undertakings, 
and loans* of the neighbouring nations. Their 
commerce of exchange is immenfe, probably in- 
furancc is not To fafe among the Dutch them- 
felves as k is here. Antwerp is one of the moft 
femous places of infurance in the world. — In the 
laft Bavarian war, the court of Vienna, having 
determined to raife a loan in thefe countries, were 
aftoniflied at the quicknefs with which the money 
was raifed ; but the* inhabitants of Ghent and 
Antwerp let the regency know, that if there was 
occafion for three or four times as much, it would 
be as ealily procured. Ever fince that time the 
court feems to know the value of its poffeflions in 
the NetKerlands. 

Notwithftanding this, the induftry in thefe 
countries is upon the whole very different from 
what it was. The heirs of thofe treafures, which 
were accumulated between the twelfth and fix- 
tcchth centuries, endeavour to make moneys of 
^hem in the eafieft way ; nor is their way of liv- 
ing calculated to improve them to the utmoft. 
They are the moft extraordinary compound of 

flothfulnefs 
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Höthfulnefs and induflxy, jftupidity and acutenefs, 
adivity and cowardlinefs, goodnefs of heart and 
xreachery, diat can well be conceived. An Eng* 
lifhman once f^id of them, ** They have the inv 
*^ pudence of the French, without their pleafant* 
** ry; the pride and bigotry of the Spaniards, 
^^ widiout their fenfe of honour; the ferocity 
*^ and harflinefs of the Dutch, without their 
*^ punftuality ; the debauchery of the Germans, 
^^ without their integrity ; and as to their bodies, 
*^ they are blocks, from which the carver at- 
'* tempted to make Englifhmen, but could not 
^^ cut them out/' The pifture is in general 
juft, as thefe inhabitants of the Netherlands are 
^ aflemblage of all thefe nations. — But what 
they are moft confpicuous for, is want of honour. 
You muft have agreements in writing in all the 
common tranfadions of life. You are in danger 
of being firft overcharged, and then carried into, 
a court of juftice by every workman of whom 
you befpeak a piece of work, if you do not put 
down your agreement in black and white. 

With refpeft to their bodies, they, and the 
Saxons, are the moft like the Germans defcribed 
by Tacitus : their bodies are of a very unwielc^*^ 
m^kc, and ad impe^um valida. What, too,|[|Ei» 
tus fays of the old Germans, that they can bear 
, neither hunger, nor thirft, nor heat, nor cold, 

nor 
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not ytt any teng trork, is tnicrfthcm» In die 
tttperia! armies üttf are accounted good par-* 
tiUm^y but are never put to rcgubr feivice with* 
oat extreme necdlity. They have an extreme 
tfa^iorntticeüf diTtipiine^ and look upon it as a 
feyere punHhment to be fobjeft to the rules of 
the fervice* If Aeir robberies and mairaodings 
tre nötüverlt)oked, iliey do not laft a campaign« 
In fliort, it is only m aftion that they fhew them- 
fdves at all foidicrs. 

Spain, Italy, and Portugal excepted, diere is 
no country fo overloaded with monks as the 
Auftfian Netherlands : there are in many towns 
forty or fifty convents; feveral preiatures arc 
Worth 200,000 guilders, 2000 1. pa^ mn. If yoti 
divide the income of the couMtry into fcur parts, 
one win be found tj^ belong to the priefthood, 
one to the nobility, one to the fovereign, and one 
to the people. The bigotry and intderancc 
of the inhabitants is beyond all dtfcnption, and 
is a marvellous contrafttotTie corruption ofthek 
manners. 

'The ncfbility of Ais country are extremely 
rich, and live in a very higjh ftyle. BrulTels is one 
of the moil bea\itiful and mdfl brilliant cities in 
Europfe. It lia:s loft a great deal by the doth df 
Prince Charles, who iperit 700,000 guilders a 
year in the thy, and Mftöfelöfi has rsdX been nade 

up 
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tip fbl-^by thcobcohöitaicalDükfe of Saxe^'tefchtti. 
I have hot fceh ahy whert ä fihcr ]phice thatt thfe 
large market- jpläx* of Mi city j all dhte htnJfe* 
in it are built in a ftyle atid ^ith a degree bf 
ttiaghificeAce ±at yöM hardly fefe ähy ^erc öut 
öfitäly. Yoümeet heit with extfeüent com- 
pany, who arc not tlifficuk of tccctk to a fträttgeir« 
There are feveral chibs, after the matmer of the 
Englifh, where you find Ae greateft freedom 
ätA good humout. One of the beft 'oF thde t(fti- 
Äft$ of th* Duke of Arenberg, Mr. Mx)pp, the 
Diitch minifter, (a wiän in general efteötn <m 
ftccduYit of his knowledge and good qualities) 
our minifter, fcjftie of die nobility of the place, 
ahd {otne Eh^ifc. No man can become a 
member but by ballot. The rööfn In which they 
ftÄfet Cöttimands ä very fine view of die public 
«Talk's, on ölne fide of which it ftands. The 
fclub meets twice a week : a member has the 
p'rivilegfe of iiitroduciiig ftfangers, afmoft with- 
out any difficulty* lingutt was a member dF 
this club. The fubifcriptiern is four louis-d'ors 
feach member, for five mronths ; for this they 
hävea fümptuoös table; -öie ;witte is paid fcr 
fepäräcfe. 1?herfe ure ftveral other leflfer aflbciar 
tioris of tlxis kind in "Bruffets ; nor have I m«: 
with a place In which this äppöidage of refined 
life and manners wjsis better uadet-fbod than it is 

. here. 
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hac. Since the Englifh have come fo much tdi 
Oftend, and the Court of Vienna has flattered 
them widi the hopes of making a peace for them, 
every thing in Bruflels is become Englifli;. 
they ride, play, hunt, and eat, a^ V Angloijey 
and all the focieties are become clubs. The town 
at leaft has loft nothing by. this. 

The Duke of Saxe-Tefchen, the governor, 
lives very quietly with his wife ; he (hews him- 
felf not to be a lover of large companies or ex-, 
pence, notwithftanding that he has an income of 
4,000,000 imperial guilders,or 4oool.per annum^ 
The Archdutchefs feldom (hews herfelf with die. 
externals of imperial magnificence ; her princi- 
pies on this point are much the fame as thofe of 
her hufband ; her favourite amufement is hunt- 
ing ; there are few perfons that are better hands 
at (hooting flying than flie is ; fhg has had a 
wonderful education, as well as her other Jfifters. 
Her hufband too doe? honour to the Imperial 
Couit by his principles of government. 

There is no province in the hereditary domi-r 
nions of the Houfe of Auftria, the ftates of which 
have preferyed a degree of refped equal to that 
which thofe of the Netherlands ftill poflefs ; I 
imagine that it is the affluence in which the bur- 
gefleslive that has made them preferve fentiments 
gf liberty; which you look for in vain in Hun- 
gary"; 
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gary ; then, their interefts have renderecf the no- 
bility entirely dependant on the court ; the want 
of large cities too muft have very much lightened 
the trouble of the Imperial Court, when it fqund 
itfelf compelled to undermine the privileges of 
the ftates of Hungary, Even in Lombardy, the 
power of the nobility proved a weak dam againft 
the power of the court. But this power the 
common Burgers are at all times interefted in 
leflening, as they have more to give, and lefs 
to expedt from the court than the other members 
of the ftate. The diftance of the Imperial 
refidence, and the example of Holland, which 
the Court of Vienria has perpetually before its 
eyes, will, no doubt, have contributed fome- 
thing towards keeping up the old conftitution 
of this country. 

Singular are the events which take place in 
this earth of ours. The revolution which made 
Holland a free commonwealth, broke out 
in the Auftrian Netherlands. Whilft every 
thing here was already in motion, die Dutch 
thought not in the leaft of making themfelves 
free. Nor would they ever have been fo by 
their own exertions, as even in the earlieft times 
of the republic they announced the flothful- 
nefs which ftill renders them remarkable. It 
was only fuch a fingular genius as the Prince of 

VOL. in. y Orange, 
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Orange^ who could have feaired them die free 
dorn which they fcemcd to have no defire of for 
themielves. But fee how matters have ended ; 
religion took the prefent provinces of Aiilria 
from an undenaking to which they had firft 
laid their hands^ and now they are made 
ufe of to opprefs Holland* What a contra-^ 
ijidion ! 
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L E T T E JR. LXXII. 

Oftend. 

^p^O morrow, brother, I (hall fail for England; 
A but before I go, permit me to take one 
general review of the whole. 

Germany, taking in Silefia, is at leaft one fifth 
larger than France. It contains about twelve 
thoufand fquare miles. The foil is very dif- 
ferent, in different parts. A great ^part of it 
however is produftive to a degree which, France 
and Italy only excepted, is not.to be found in 
any other country in our part of the world. The 
immenfe mafles of rock in the fouthern parts 
of the circles of Auftria and Bavaria, and the 
fands of the north, which almoft comprehend 
the whole circles of Lower Saxony, Branden- 
burg, Pomerania, the Laufitz, and the north 
of Wcftphalia, arc not, it is true, capable di 
fuch cukivarion, as the upper parts of Germany; 
but this would be a great advantage if once 
the interefts of the whole were common» The 
mountains of the South contain almofl; every 
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kind of metal in prodigious quantities, and 
in the grcatcft perfc6tion, and the fandy places 
of the North, together with the beft wood for 
building (hips, furnilh hemp, flax, and wool, in 
great abundance. 

Bohemia, Moravia, Silefia, the archdutchy 
of Auftria, Bavaria, Suabia, the countries about 
the Rhine, the Auftrian Netherlands, and thofe 
parts of the circle of Upper Saxony, which are 
not in the pofTeffion of the King of PrufSa, 
produce corn, cattle, wine, and all the firft 
neceflaries of life, in fuch plenty as not only 
to be fufEcient for the fupply of all Germany, 
but even for great exportations. — In a word, 
Germany is the only country in Europe, which " 
is independent of all the world, for a fup* 
ply of all the neceflaries and conveniences 
which a large and flouriftiing flate requires, or 
which a great power flands in need of for its de- 
fence. France is deficient in wood, cattle, 
(particularly horfes) the mofl: neceflfary metals, 
and linen ; and Ruflia is obliged to import wine, 
wood, horfes for hard fervice, and various other 
articles ; but Germany has every thing which 
thefe tvvo very rich, and, in many refpefts. Very 
different countries produce, and i great fuper- 
fluity of what they want befides^ . 

4 The 
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The laft mentioned and bed provinces of Ger^ 
many, contain about 6400 Iquare miles. To 
judge of the population you niuft reckon 2500 
men for every fquare mile ; at leaft a variety 
of different eftimates agree in this; and if 
Bavaria, Heffe, and fome other countries fall 
fomewhat below this calculation, others, as 
Auftria, Wirtemberg, the Netherlands, and dif- 
ferent parts of the circle of Upper Saxony, go 
beyond it. This part of Germany contains 
alfo about fixteen million of inhabitants. 

The other part contains about 5600 fquare 
miles. It is difficult to eftimate the population of 
this part. Some countries, as for inftance Upper 
Auftria, have 2000 fouls in every fquare mile* 
Magdeburgh, Halberftadt, Minden, Brunfwick, 
Hilderiheim, and many others have 2500. On 
the other hand, the Hanoverian dominions, Bran- 
denburg, Pomerania, and Mecklenburg, and 
many others, have not more than 1000 men in 
every fquare mile. It is my opinion that ia 
order to eftimate the population of this part of 
Geroiany, you muft reckon 1700 men, for every 
fquare mile, which will give 9,500,000 for this 
part, and make the whole 25,500,000. In his 
treatife de la Litterature Allemandej the King 
of Pniffia reckons 26,000,000 for the whole 
country, an eftimate which appears to me to 

come 
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come nearefl: to the truth. The manifella 
which the Emprcfs of Ruffia prefcnt<d. to the 
courts of Vienna^ on account of the lail dif* 
turbances about Bavaria^ contains thefe re* 
markable words. " It is the bufinefs of all the 
^^ powers of Europe to fee, that the balance of 
*^ Germany be not difturbed, for if it be, die 
** ftrength of the country and its fituation will 
" enable it to difturb the peace of all Eurc^e/* 
This is an undeniable truth ; France and luly 
are the only countries which can vie with Ger- 
many in population. 

This extcnfive country has not yet nearly ar- 
rived at the degree of cultivation of which it is 
capable, not even at that of France. The 
peace of Hubertfburger, is the «ra of its culti- 
vation; agriculture and induftxy have been uni- 
verfal ever fince that period. 

Germany has taken much larger, and quicker 
ftrides to cultivation, than any other European 
power. It at once exerted all its ftrength to 
fill up the gaps which had been made in it l?y 
the deftrudive war of thirty years. The very 
partition of the country into fo many ftates, pre- 
judicial as it is to the exertion of power for the 
purpofe of foreign conquefts, has been of advan- 
tage to the internal cultivation. At prefent the 
firft princes in Germany contend widi each 
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Other who (hall make the beft improvements in 
the adminiftration of juftice, in education, and 
police, and who (hall do moft for the promotion 
of induftry and commerce, with as much eager- 
nefs, as they formerly contended who fhould 
be foremoft in pomp and idle magnificence. 
No where is there fo thorough a conviction 
of the value of men and their different occu- 
pations, and no where is there fo great a ftir 
made to improve them for the advantage of 
the whole as in Germany. With refpedt to 
legiilation and the true interefts of ä country, 
there has been a benevolent light fpread in moft 
parts of this empire, which does not only, as in 
France, point out the gaps, but encourages the 
princes and their fervants to fill them up. 
Without a doubt, Germany, as well as the reft 
of Europe, is much indebted to the King of 
Pruffia, the firft praftical philofopher, who, in 
modern times, has been feen on the throne. 
It was he who began the glorious revolution, 
which has made fuch changes in Germany dur- 
kig the laft twenty years ; he taught his neigh- 
bours that the intereft of princes and their fub- 
jefts are the fame ; he began to take off the veil 
which was thrown over adminiftration; finally, 
he fubdued the little tyrants amongft the priefts 

and- 
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and nobility, who fattened on the fubftance of 
the citizen and peajant. Military as his govern- 
ment may appear to you fuperficial obfervers, 
it is to this military government, and the imi- 
tations of it in other countries, that Germany is 
indebted for a peace of twenty years, which (he 
had not known for many centuries before, and 
in the courfe of which (he firft began to feel 
what (he really was. Perfeft legiflation, with^ 
out a doubt, is the fummit of all human attain- 
ments; (he alone can make us happy; (he 
alone produces fociable men, and eftimates the 
value of them ; and how proud ought not Ger- 
many to be of Frederick, Jofeph, and Catha- 
rine, three legiflative geniu(res exifting together 
at the fame period, the like to whom many cen- 
turies feldom produce one. 

The peculiar turn of the Germans feems to be 
for philofophy ; they are di(lingui(hed from all 
the nations in Europe, for cool and juft judg- 
ments, united with extreme indu(b-y ; they were 
the firft who threw a light on mathematics and 
general phyfics; next they darted through 
theology, then hiftory, and finally, legiflation, 
with the fame philofophical fpirit. — They will 
do well to leave to other nations the prize of 
wit, for which they will always contend, in 
'vain. 

' If 
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If Germany could make itfelf one great peo- 
ple; if it was united under one governor; if 
the prefent interefts of a fingle prince were not 
often in oppofition to the good of the whole ; if 
all the members were fo well compaded into 
one body, that the fuperfluous fap of the one 
could circulate and invigorate the reft, what 
much greater fteps towards cultivation would the 
empire then make ! But then Germany would 
give laws to all Europe. How powerftil, as 
things even now are, are the two houfes of Au- 
flxia and Brandenburg, the greatnefs of whofe 
ftrength confifts in their German poffeflions, 
and who yet neither poffefs the half nor even 
the beft parts of the country. Conceive this 
country in fuch a fituation as that no burthen- 
fome excife (hould opprefs the internal com- 
merce of the different provinces ; no cuftoms 
ftiould prohibit exports all over the world; in 
fuch a fituation as that the immenfe fums that it 
gives for outlandifh commodities, which itfelf 
can furnifh, fhould be fpared — or that it could 
become a naval power, for which it has fuch ports 
and fuch plenty of provifions, that it could itfelf 
employ the numerous colonies it fends out to 
the reft of Europe: — conceive this — what country 
in the world could then cope with Germany ? 

Tlic 
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The charafter of men depends for the moft 
part on their government. The charafter of the 
Germans has in general as httle brilliancy in it 
as the conftitution of the empire ; they have none 
of the national pride and patriotifm by which 
the Britons, Spaniards, and our own countrymen 
arc diftinguifhed, fond as their poets have 
been, for fome time paft, of afcribing thefe qua- 
lities to them. Their pride and patriotic fenti- 
ments only extend to the part of Germany in 
which they are bom ; to the reft of their coun^ 
trymen they are ftrange as to any ftrangers, nay, 
in feveral parts of Germany, they are much 
fonder of ftrangers than they are of their own 
countrymen. It is the fenfe of weaknefs of the 
leffer powers of Germany which damps their na- 
tional pride ; it is only becaufe Germany cannot 
nfe its power altogether, and that other nations 
feel their ftrength, that it has been defpifed by the 
inhabitants of other countries, who yet have no- 
thing to boaft above it, fave a fafter bond of 
union among themfelves, or a ridiculous pride. 
We feldom judge of men from their inner wordi, 
fo much as from the external appearance they 
make in the world. We eftimate the Ruffians, 
Englifli, &c. according to the idea we have 
taken up of the whole nation; and though the 
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individual may happen to be, as he often is, ten 
times more barbarous than a German, we give 
him credit for the fame and worth of his illuf- 
trious countrymen. 

Though the charafter of the Germans be not 
fo brilliant as that of other nations, ftill it is not 
deftitute of its peculiar excellencies. The Ger- 
man is the man of the world. He lives under every 
fky, and conquers every natural obftacle to his 
happinefs. His indufby is inexhauftible. Po* 
land, Hungary, Ruffia, the Englifli and Dutch 
colonies, ate much indebted to German emi- 
grants. Even the firft ftates in Europe owe to 
Germany great part of their knowledge. Rec- 
titude is alfo an almoft univerfal charafter- 
iftic of the people of this country ; nor are the 
manners of the peafants and thofeof the inhabi- 
tants of the lefler cities, by any means fo corrupt 
as thofe of France and other countries ; it is 
owing to this that, notwithftanding the great 
emigrations, the country is ftill fo well peopled. 
To conclude, frugality on the fide of the Pro- 
teftants, and franknefs and goodhcartednefs on 
the fide of the Catholics, are brilliant national 
charafteriftics. 
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